


The artists and staff of 
Soulpepper and the Young 
Centre for the Performing 
Arts acknowledge the  
original caretakers and 
storytellers of the land on 
which we are situated – the 
Wendat, the Haudenosaunee,  
and the Anishanabek First 
Nations, including the  
Mississaugas of the Credit. 
We commit to honouring 
and celebrating their past, 
present and future.

L A ND AC K NOW L E D GE ME N T
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ARTISTIC 
& EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS
Despite how difficult a year 2021 was for the live  
performing arts, we never stopped doing what we do best:  
telling great stories.

The creative energy we usually feel in our building was 
directed into a variety of programming and educational 
efforts for home consumption. A few of the many high-
lights include:

•  Around the World in 80 Plays offered theatre  
fans 8 audio plays from some of Canada’s 
leading theatre artists and was able to reach 
audiences in 26 different countries.

•  A digital co-production of Bad Hatsʼ Alice in  
Wonderland reached countless families at home  
and over 130 classrooms across the country. 

•  Our education and youth programs continued  
unabated with online learning and a digital  
Queer Youth Cabaret. 

You simply can’t stop creative people from making 
great art. 

The fall season allowed us to finally welcome  
audiences back to Soulpepper, constantly adapting 
what we do to keep our audiences and artists safe.  
The combination of The Home Project in our courtyard 
and Jordan Tannahill’s genre bending VR experience 
Draw Me Close allowed us to welcome audiences out-
doors and into our theatre for an unforgettable one-on-
one theatrical experience respectively, garnering us 
multiple Dora nominations.

Finally, the inaugural Her Words Festival, in partnership 
with Harbourfront, allowed us to welcome audiences 
back to full theatres again with a variety of readings 
and panel discussions focussed on female identifying 
artists. It allowed us to further develop the work sup-
ported by our Six Women Writing program and we were 
proud to present our first mainstage play from that pro-
gram in our 2022 Season, Erin Sheilds’ Queen Goneril. 

Meanwhile the company was strengthening its senior 
leadership team with the appointment of a new Execu-
tive Producer and Director of Marketing and Commu-
nications and ended the year with the appointment of 
Gideon Arthurs as our new Executive Director.

The support from our board members, our donors and 
corporate partners was staggering and allowed us to 
continue the work that we do.

We announced our 2022 season in November with 
renewed optimism and are thrilled to be working together 
and taking Soulpepper into a bright new future together.

Weyni Mengesha 
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs
Executive Director
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR  
& INCOMING BOARD CHAIR
After the challenges of 2020 brought about by the 
global pandemic, 2021 proved to be no less daunting 
for Canada’s performing arts sector. For the most  
part, theatres had to remain closed. At Soulpepper, the  
challenge was faced with ingenuity and passion, thanks  
to the support of so many.

Government funders, corporate and individual donors 
and sponsors stood by us, as the company created 
digital content, and adapted productions to fit with the 
health regulations of the day. We owe our funders and 
our friends a great deal of gratitude.

The creative, technical and administrative teams  
at Soulpepper worked to create and produce brilliant 
content – notably the Around the World in 80 Plays –  
a collection of eight audio plays that reached audi-
ences in 26 countries.

During the year, we bade farewell to our executive 
director Emma Stenning, who decided to return to her 
native Britain, after three years at Soulpepper. Emma’s 
contributions were significant. Following Emma’s 
departure and a national search, we were delighted 
to announce that Gideon Arthurs, a highly respected 
Canadian arts leader, would be joining us in 2021.

With our talented, award-winning artistic director 
Weyni Mengehsa and the deeply experienced Gideon 
Arthurs at the helm, and a committed senior team,  
we ended the year with a feeling of optimism, while  
recognizing that the COVID crisis was not over.

We would like to thank our hard-working colleagues on  
the Board of Directors, for their commitment, sage advice  
and generosity. At the AGM in June, we recognized six  

colleagues who stepped down at the end of their terms:  
Deb Barrett, David Fleck, Sheena Macdonald, Peter Miller,  
Ghazala Parvez and Donald Ross. They will be missed.

At the same time, we were pleased to welcome Nick 
Chambers, John Chang, Maja Neable, Roxana Tavana, 
Martha Tory and Alan Walker – each of whom brings 
new skills and vitality to the Board.

Heading into 2021, we feel energized and excited 
about the future of the company.

2021 Soulpepper Board of Directors
Alex Besharat, Rob Brouwer, Robin Cardozo, Nick Chambers, 
John Chang, Casey Chisick, Maureen Dodig (Vice Chair), 
Denise Donlon, Charmain Emerson, Beverley Flynn, Nancy Jain, 
Melissa Kennedy, Dana Lafarga, Melissa Martin, Nancy McCain, 
Vanessa Morgan (Chair), Jackie Moss, Tim Murphy,  
Sanjay Nakra, Maja Neable, James O’Sullivan (Vice Chair), 
Roxana Tavana, Martha Tory, Alan Walker.

Vanessa Morgan 
Board Chair

Robin Cardozo
Incoming Board Chair



3

2021 BY THE NUMBERS

Where we take stock of all 
things Soulpepper.

55% — Of contracts were issued to BIPOC artists. 

56% — Of artist contracts were issued to women  
or non-binary artists. 

101 — Community Program tickets given out.

110 — Artist Educators instructing our  
education programs.

112 — Hours of free Education programming offered.

130 — Curious Classrooms watched Alice in  
Wonderland at once.

170 — Countries that our online audiences  
visited us from.

240 — Participants in our free youth and  
community programs.

253 — Artists contracted. 

449% — Increase in Instagram profile visits  
since 2020.

5 — New Soulpepper Academy graduates.

6 — Female playwrights supported through the Six Women  
Writing program, and the Her Words Festival.

7 — Dora Mavor Moore Award Nominations  
(Draw Me Close, The Home Project).

10 — Mics delivered to households to create at home 
recording booths in over 60 closets around the GTA.

11 — COVID barriers used in productions and workshops.

18 — Emerging Queer artists supported by the  
Queer Youth Cabaret.

19 — Different digital offerings released: Bad Hats’  
 Alice in Wonderland (1), Around the World in 80 Plays 
(8), What You Won’t Do for Love (1), Touching the Void 
(1), CHILD-ish (1), Slaight Music Labs (4), Community 
Conversations (3).

26 — Motion capture cameras used in Draw Me Close.

48% — Of website visitors were under 34 years old.
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553 — Attendees at the two Green Sessions hosted.

576 — Free 25 & Under Tickets booked.

844 — Minutes of audio dramas produced.

1,003 — Tickets issued to Draw Me Close,  
Her Words Festival, and The Home Project, our only 
staged productions & readings at the end of 2021.

1,100 — Students attended 55 screenings of a  
virtual Soulpepper production to enhance their  
classroom learning.

1,476 — Individuals, households, corporations, and 
foundations who donated to Soulpepper in 2021. 

1,574 — New patron accounts who visited us for  
the first time. 

4,890 — Listens to the Around the World in 80 Plays 
series from 26 countries.

9,312 — Tickets issued for Soulpepper programming  
in 2021.

9,238 — Total Instagram followers. 

16,268 — Total Twitter followers. 

81,863 — Unique YouTube video views. 

90,550 — Instagram reach.

348,720 — Unique website views on soulpepper.ca  
over the year.

Previous: The Soulpepper Academy  
and Artistic Director  Weyni Mengesha.

Right: The Home Project.
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Summarized Statement of Operations
for the year ended December 31

2021 2020

Revenues $ $

Grants 1,990 1,453

Donations 1,870 1,450

Government Assistance 1,265 1,121

Sponsorships 673 315

Endowment income 373 344

Performance 225 454

Other 92 351

Amortization of deferred capital 
asset contributions 63 65

6.551 5,553

Expenses

Artistic and production 2,204 3,230

Administration & office 1,038 1,087

Contributions to joint venture operations 500 456

Education programs 496 221

Fundraising 412 339

Facility operating costs 318 310

Marketing & promotion 239 537

Amortization of capital assets 83 84

Joint venture cost recoveries (208) (231)

5,082 6,033

Excess (deficiency) of revenues  
over expenses from operations 1,469 (480)

Other Income

Insurance Proceeds 721 -

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over  
expenses for the year 2,190 (480)

Deficit, beginning of year (798) (318)

Net assets (deficit), end of year 1,392 (798)

All figures reported in $000’s.

These summarized financial statements are derived from  
audited financial statements issued with an unqualified  
opinion under date April 26, 2022.

Charitable organization #869698449 RR0001

Summarized Statement of Financial Position
as at December 31

2021 2020

Assets $ $

Current Assets

 Cash 3,090 668

 Accounts receivable 695 736

 Prepaid expenses & other assets 107 95

3,892 1,499

Investment in joint venture – –

Capital assets, net 264 347

4,156 1,846

Liabilities & Net Assets

Current Liabilities

 Accounts payable & accrued liabilities 279 429

 Deferred contributions 2,228 1,895

2,507 2,324

Deferred capital asset contributions 257 320

2,764 2,644

Net Assets

External endowment funds, market value $8,388

Invested in joint venture – –

Accumulated (deficit) surplus 1,392 (798)

4,156 1,846
All figures reported in $000’s.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL  
STATEMENTS
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1% Amortization of  
Deferred Capital Asset  

Contributions

30% Grants 

10% Education
Programs

8% Fundraising

6% Facility 
Operating Costs

29% Donations

43% Artistic & Production

5% Marketing  
& Promotion

(4%) Joint Venture  
Cost Recoveries

2% Amortization of  
Capital Assets 

Asset Contributions

19% Government Assistance 10% Sponsorships

6% Endowment Income

4% Performance

1% Other

10% Contributions to Joint 
Venture Operations

20% Administration & Office

REVENUE 
COMPONENTS 

2021

EXPENSE
COMPONENTS 

2020



SEC T ION  HE A D ING 7

DONORS
The following pages acknowledge 
the community of people who 
provide invaluable support to the 
company and make possible  
Soulpepper’s work on-stage and  
in our community.

Corporate & Foundation 
Supporters 

$125,000 – $299,999
The Catherine and Maxwell  
   Meighen Foundation 
Scotia Wealth Management

$75,000 – $124,999
BMO Financial Group
CIBC
RBC Foundation
Sun Life Financial
TD Ready Commitment

$25,000 – $74,999
Canada Life
Polar Asset Management Partners
Kingfisher Foundation 

$10,000 – $24,999
Metcalf Foundation
The Joan & Clifford Hatch Foundation
Pitblado Family Foundation
The Polar Foundation
Scott Family Fund*

$5,000 – $9,999
The Bingham Family Foundation
The Browning Watt Foundation
The Patrick & Barbara  
   Keenan Foundation
The McLean Foundation
1 anonymous supporter

Up to $4,999 
The Lewis Jackson & Dale  
   Gardiner Foundation 
Ann Garnett (Kadrnka) Charitable Fund
Jackman Foundation
The Norman & Margaret  
   Jewison Foundation
Wawanesa Insurance

Individual Supporters
 
Major Gifts ($50,000+)
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech*
Gary & Donna Slaight 
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf*
Sylvia Soyka*
Kathleen & Bill Troost*

Artistic Director’s Circle 
($25,000 – $49,999)
Victor & Maureen Dodig* 
Kevin & Roger Garland* 
Melissa Kennedy
Karrin Powys-Lybbe & Chris von 
Boetticher*
Gretchen & Donald Ross*

Soul Circle 
($10,000 – $24,999)
Robert & Mary Pat Armstrong*
Marilyn & Charles Baillie*
Alex Besharat
Rob & Teresa Brouwer*
Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux*
Dana Lafarga*
Sheena Macdonald & Phil Schmitt*
Nancy McCain & Bill Morneau*
Jacqueline Moss
Sanjay Nakra & Deepa Daryanani
Joe Natale & Melissa Martin*
James O'Sullivan & Lucie Vallée
Sandra & Jim Pitblado*

Heart & Soul 
($5,000 – $9,999)
Martha & George Butterfield*
David Brown*
John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Casey Chisick & Sophie Milman*
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson*
Jane Corkin
David & Yvonne Fleck*
Beverley Flynn
Lindy Green & Sam Chaiton
Greg Kiessling & Pamela Isaak*
Nona Macdonald Heaslip*
Danny McCarthy*
Rick Mercer & Gerald Lunz*
Tim Murphy & Jane L. Thompson
Thomas & Irma Payne*
Mark & Bettie Tullis*
Sally Wright & Gavin MacKenzie*
Janet & Bill Young*

Curtain Club 
($2,500 – $4,999)
Elspeth Bowler*
Denise Donlon*
Shira Hart
Robin Heintzman & Gordon Currie*
Kent James
Elaine Kierans &  
   Shawn McReynolds*
Christopher Lee
Donald & Lorraine Loeb*
Sue Matthews
Richard Newland
Ghazala Parvez & Frank Fuernkranz*
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*
Roxana Tavana
Martha Tory

Benefactor 
($1,000 – $2,499)
Julia Andrew
Richard J. Balfour*
Paul & Carol Barber*
Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen*
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David & Patti Bragg*
Jane & Bob Clapp
Sheila Croft*
Kiki & Ian Delaney*
Bill Douglas*
Russell & Carol Finch*
Steve & Mariann Geist*
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*
Sari & Ronald Goldenberg*
Sonny Goldstein &  
   Dr. Betty Rozendaal
Vic & Marion Hepburn*
Ellen Hill
Laura & Sigitas Keras*
Val Koziol
Kikelomo Lawal
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*
John & Kay McKellar*
Weyni Mengesha+
Marg & Gary Mousseau
R. Ostrower*
Carol & Morton Rapp*
Scott Reid & Sayla Nordin*
Ann Savege*
Ivor & Renee Simmons*
Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson*
Jennifer Thompson
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee*
Alan Walker*
David & Margaret Weinberg*
Jane & Donald Wright Fund  
   at Toronto Foundation
Nina Kaiden Wright
1 anonymous supporter

Friend 
($250 – $999)
Nancy and Albert Alexanian
Wendy Balfour
Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Guy Beaudin
Terry Bisset*
Shelley Boyes
Terry Boyle & Jim Lawlor*

Theresa Boyle*
Mary Lou Brock*
Graham Brunke*
Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting*
Helena Bzonkova*
Jamie Cameron &  
   Christopher Bredt*
Glenn Cantello
Ellen & Brian Carr*
Elizabeth Charal
Karen Cheah
Tracy Cocivera
Claudia Colast
Dorothy Cook
Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
Joan D. Cranston*
Bill Crothers
Leslie Dan*
Mark & Rita Daniel*
Lydia Danylciw*
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Henry Dinsdale & Diane Wherrett
Steven D. Donohoe*
Debbie Dumaresq
Sheona Duthie & Patrick McHugh*
Laura Drake & Eric Minns
Vivien Dzau
Patricia A. Elliot*
Charmain Emerson
Wendy Evans & Chris Elson
Shari & John Ezyk
Glenna J. Fair*
The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier
Barbara Fingerote*
Lynne Fitzpatrick
Carol & Peter Foster*
David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Mark & Catherine Graham
Bey Grieve
Michael & Marjorie Hale*
Jason Hanson and Karen Weinstein
Barbara Hardy
Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Susan & Richard Horner*

Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Clive Houseman
Gillian Humphreys*
Thomas Hurka*
Don & Susan Johnston*
Shirley Katz
Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Greg Kelner
Charles Ketchabaw*
The Kit Skelly Foundation
Michelle Large
Maria Larina+
Grit & Judith Laskin
William Laskin
Dale Lawr*
Anne Layton*
V. Leapman
Larry Lubin*
Art & Carol MacDonald
Alexandra MacLennan*
Peter Manson*
Claude Marchand &  
   William Richard Peltier
Joanna Martin
Linda Massey*
Dorothy McComb*
Kelly McDonald & Greg Sigurdson*
Robert McElhinney
Donald & Helen McGillivray*
Dr. Janet E. McIntosh*
Murray Moore*
Mary Jane Mossman  
   & Brian Bucknall*
Julian Mulock
Steve Munro*
Linda Netten
Brian O'Leary*
Susanne Palmer*
Katherine Paterson*
Jelena Pejovic
Stephen Phillips*
Cathy Pickett*
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis*
Dr. Mark J. Rapoport*
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Mazi Raz
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris Reed*
Susan Reed
Robert & Kathleen Saunders
Catherine Seton
Brian and Annalee Schnurr
Claire Shields
Cecilia Smith
Larry Smith & Geri Kozorys-Smith
McLean Smits Family Foundation
James Stuart
Carol Strom & John Migicovsky
Francoise Sutton*
Carol Swindell
W. Michael Than*
Gail Todgham
Elena Tomasone
Stephen Uzielli & Robin Siegerman*
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Irene & Hastings Withers*
Mike Wren
Gloria & Gordon Zive*
4 anonymous supporters

Soulpepper extends our special  
gratitude to members of our  
Soul Mates program, who donate 
monthly to support our artistic  
and educational programming. 

Soulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have  
generously arranged bequests  
to Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
7 anonymous supporters

Women Centre Stage
Julia Andrew
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech
Alexandra Baillie
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Julie Brill & John Ashkenas
Helen Findlay & Reg Bronskill
Martha Burns
Martha & George Butterfield 
Natalie Caravaggio
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson
Elizabeth Dalzall
Cheryl Davidson
Kiki & Ian Delaney
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Laura Drake & Eric Minns
Bill Fleury & Sheryl Kennedy
Beverley Flynn
Roger & Kevin Garland
Andrew Gillespie
The Hand Family
Susan Howard
Nancy Jain
Greg Kiessling & Pam Isaak
Diane & Jim King
Michelle & Craig Lally
Anne Langford Dotsikas
Elizabeth Leonard
Lindy Green & Sam Chiaton
Sheena Macdonald & Phil Schmitt
Mary MacKay MacMillan
Kim Marshall
Seana McKenna
Judy and Mark McLean
Weyni Mengesha+
Marcia Moffat
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf
Bill Morneau & Nancy McCain
Margaret & Gary Mousseau
Kathleen Murphy & David McCarthy
Ed and Cindy Nowina
Margaret O’Sullivan
Alisa Palmer
Gabrielle Peacock+

Elizabeth Pen
The Philip Fox Fund
Sheila Phillips
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
   & Chris von Boetticher
Sarah Robertson
Ed Sangmuah
Elaine Smith
Carl Steiss & Francyne Aubert
Kristin Taylor
Pamela Thomson
Teresa Walsh
Lucinda Widdrington
Anita Wong
Denise Zarn
Marc Zwelling
2 anonymous supporters  
in Memory of Penny Arthurs

Women Centre Stage Co-Chairs 
(2020 – Present):
Denise Donlon
Dana Lafarga
Jackie Moss
Sanjay Nakra
Roxana Tavana 

If we have erred in the spelling, listing or  
omission of your name, please accept our sincerest 
apologies & contact us at 416 203 6264 x.145  
or development@soulpepper.ca so we may correct  
our records for future publications.

Individuals recognized for donations made between 
January 1, 2021 – December 31, 2021

 *Donors who have given to Soulpepper for 10+  
consecutive years

 +Soulpepper staff & Artist donors



10

government support

major sponsor & CommunItY aCCess partner

Free 25 & unDer program projeCt ImagInatIon

soulpepper on the stage

soulpepper aCaDemY

Corporate partners sIx women wrItIng CurtaIn up

meDIa sponsors

program sponsor FounDatIon supportmusIC sponsor raDICal InClusIon



YOUTUBE.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHE ATRE

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPER

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHE ATRE

BOX OFFICE: 416 866 8666
SOULPEPPER.CA


