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PLAYWRIGHT NOTE

When my kids were born, I introduced myself to them as ‘Appa’. Now 
they’re teenagers and when they do call me, they still call me ‘Appa’. For 
me, the sound of that word invites feelings of games, stories, humour, 
adventure and curiosity. I hope my kids’ll say the same one day. 

Having originated the role of Jung (the son) almost fifteen years ago, I’m 
grateful to now be playing the role of Appa (the dad) in this play. My 
kids have been preparing me for this their whole lives. 

My Appa turns 90 this year. I love him. During the Korean war, my 
Appa and his siblings walked from the north to the south in search of 

a new start. In 1975, my parents came to Canada with two hundred dollars, three kids and a ferocious 
amount of hope. We lived with my uncle’s family in Toronto above their convenience store called ‘Kim’s 
Grocer’. After this play’s premiere at the 2011 Toronto Fringe Festival, my Appa and Umma hugged 
me and said, “We are very proud of you. Thank you.”. This play is a love letter to them and to all first-
generation immigrants who end up making a foreign land, home.
  
Ins Choi  

Playwright Ins Choi and Kim's Convenience Director Weyni Mengesha in rehearsals. Photo by Dahlia Katz. 

Kim’s Convenience is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc.  
www.concordtheatricals.com

Kim’s Convenience  was originally produced as part of the 2011 Toronto Fringe Festival. The premiere production of 
KIM’S CONVENIENCE was produced by Soulpepper Theatre Company, Toronto, ON.



CAST & CREATIVE TEAM

Soulpepper Theatre is a member of the Professional 
Association of Canadian Theatres and engages 
professional artists who are members of Canadian 
Actors’ Equity Association under the terms of the jointly 
negotiated Canadian Theatre Agreement

*Indicated designers on this production are 
represented by the Associated Designers of 
Canada, Local ADC659.

Running time:  
90 minutes (no intermission)

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND 
DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION 
OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE 
VISIT: https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists
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Head of Wigs

Irene Ly 
Dresser

Dalton Villeneuve-Marini 
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INS CHOI was born in Seoul, South Korea and was raised in Scarborough, ON. 
SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim's Convenience (Playwright/the role of Appa). FOR 
SOULPEPPER (ACTOR): Death of a Salesman, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, You Can’t 
Take it With You, Kim’s Convenience - (the role of Jung in 2012) .FOR SOULPEPPER 
(CREATOR): Bad Parent, Subway Stations of the Cross, Alligator Pie, re(birth): ee 
cummings in song, Window on Toronto. OTHER THEATRE:  Banana Boys (fu-GEN), Son 

of a Preacherman (Pacific Theatre), The Odyssey (Stratford). FILM & TELEVISION: Co-creator, writer and 
Executive Producer of the TV series, Kim’s Convenience (Thunderbird, CBC, Netflix). 

AARON JAN was born in Hamilton, Ontario. SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim's Convenience. 
FOR SOULPEPPER: Yellow Rabbit. OTHER THEATRE: Woking Phoenix (TPM/Silk Bath 
Collective), Give 'Em Hell (Theatre Direct), Cockfight, The Servant of Two Masters 
(Theatre Erindale), From Up Here (University of Winnipeg), The Standard Sing (Factory 
Theatre), Hookman (TMU), Ga Ting (ARTillery Collective), Lucky (rEvolver Festival). 
OTHER: Ken McDougall Directing Award, Johanna Protege Award, Urjo Kareda Award, 

Jon Kaplan Audience Choice Dora Award for Woking Phoenix, Rita Joe Award, Aubrey and Marla Dan 
fund co-recipient. Stratford's Langham Director's Workshop 2025 Cohort.  
aaronchihojan.wixsite.com/home

SEAN BAEK is a classically-trained actor (Birmingham Conservatory at the Stratford 
Festival, 2005) based in Toronto. With an acting career spanning nearly three 
decades, Sean has worked across Canada and internationally with extensive credits 
in Theatre, Film, Television, Voice, and Commercials. Sean Fight-Choreographed/-
Directed the original Fringe Festival production of Kim’s Convenience. FOR 
SOULPEPPER (as Fight Director): Kim’s Convenience (the inaugural & subsequent 

productions thereafter); Pipeline (2022). FILM & TELEVISION: Gangnam Project (BBC/CBC - Season 2 
upcoming soon); SkyMed (CBC - Season 3); Transplant (Season 4); Reacher (Season 2); Murdoch 
Mysteries (CBC); The Expanse (SYFY); Killjoys (CTV/SYFY - 5 Seasons). 

ANGELA MAE BAGO is a proud Filipino-Canadian woman who's manifesting a 
fantastic life thanks to the nurture of her partner, family and friends. She’d like to 
shoutout her cousin and partner, Janica Mae Trono and David See Jr., for supporting 
her and being her partners in crime. SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim’s Convenience. FOR 
SOULPEPPER: The Seagull, Draw Me Close. OTHER THEATRE: Farm Show: Then & Now 
(Blyth Festival); Prison Dancer The Musical (National Arts Centre); Baskerville: A 

Sherlock Holmes Mystery (Thousand Islands Playhouse); 15 Dogs (Crow's Theatre); Little Women 
(Stratford Festival). 

NICOLE EUN-JU BELL is a mixed-race multidisciplinary artist born and raised in 
Toronto, ON. SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim's Convenience. FOR SOULPEPPER: Assistant 
Projection Design: Billie, Sarah, and Ella: Revolutionary Women in Jazz (2023). OTHER 
THEATRE: White Muscle Daddy (Buddies in Bad Times), Perfect Bowl of Pho (Kick & 
Push), Encounters at the Edge of the Woods (Hart House). As an Assistant Designer: 
The Cave (Luminato/JMar Electric), Ephemeral Artifacts (Theatre Passe Muraille). 

OTHER: As an XR artist, she performed in award winning VR show Uncanny Alley: A New Day  
(Ferryman Collective). 

 

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES



ESTHER CHUNG was born in South Korea and raised in Thornhill, Ontario. 
SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim's Convenience (the role of Umma) OTHER THEATRE: World 
Premiere of Bigfoot! (Port Stanley Festival Theatre); Calendar Girls; Noises Off; Five 
Alarm; One Slight Hitch; Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf.FILM & TELEVISION: Cross;  
The Horror of Dolores Roach; The Boys; Children Ruin Everything; Shelved; Let’s  
Get Merried. Esther is forever grateful for the love and support of her husband and 

three sons.

YANNICK GODTS is a lighting designer based in Washington, D.C., and currently an 
MFA Theatre Design candidate at the University of Maryland. Prior to pursuing his 
MFA, he toured for many years with modern dance company Pilobolus as their 
Lighting Supervisor. Theater: Damn Things Will Kill Ya; Daughters of Leda (American 
University); Sweeney Todd (Ocala Civic Theater); Senior Class (assistant, Olney); Data 
(assistant, Arena Stage). Opera: San Giovanni Battista (Catapult Opera); Così fan 

tutte (Maryland Opera Studio); The Marriage of Figaro (assistant, Wolf Trap); Prisoner of the State 
(associate, Unusual Suspects). Dance: Put Away The Fire, Dear (Kayla Farrish); Moon (assistant, Mark 
Morris); Tales from the Underworld; The Ballad; Behind the Shadows (Pilobolus); District 
Choreographers Dance Festival (Dance Place, 2022 and 2023). Love and thanks to Simon.

FRANK CHUNG was born in Toronto and raised in Mississauga, ON.​ OTHER THEATRE: 
The New Canadian Curling Club (Lighthouse Festival Theatre, Magnus Theatre), A​ 
Midsummer Night's Dream 2018 & 2023, Romeo and Juliet (Canadian Stage/Dream 
in High Park), Kim's Convenience (Thousand Islands Playhouse), Timothy Findley's 
The Wars (Grand Theatre), Romeo and Juliet (Classical Theatre Project)​. FILM & 
TELEVISION: Bakugan (Netflix), Lyla in the Loop (PBS Kids),​ Ginny and Georgia 

(Netflix), Dancing Through the Shadow (Independent Feature), Age of Samurai Battle for Japan 
(Smithsonian Canada/Netflix)​. OTHER: Graduate of York University, BFA Theatre, Class of 2018.

RYAN JINN 진윤섭 was born in Los Angeles and raised in Vancouver, BC. SOULPEPPER 
2025: Kim’s Convenience (the role of Jung). OTHER THEATRE: Kim's Convenience (Arts 
Club Vancouver); An Assertive Girl (Pull Festival). FILM & TELEVISION: Reginald The 
Vampire; Kim's Convenience; Van Helsing; The Good Doctor; Charmed; 2 Hearts; 
Arrow; Legends of Tomorrow; The Man In The High Castle. OTHER: Animation: 
Cocomelon Lane. Award Winning Short Films: So-Ri (소리); Songbird.

ROBERT HARDING was born and raised in Lewisporte, NL. SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim's 
Convenience.FOR SOULPEPPER: Production Stage Manager 2015 - 2019. Over 20 
Ccedits including: A Streetcar Named Desire (2024), Three Sisters (w/ Obsidian 
Theatre), The Guide to Being Fabulous, Scott Joplin's Treemonisha (w/ Volcano and 
Luminato), The Seagull, Queen Goneril, Pipeline, Almighty Voice and His Wife, Rose: 
A New Musical, Waiting for Godot, The Anger in Ernest and Ernestine, The 39 Steps, 

Marat/Sade, Accidental Death of an Anarchist, Spoon River, Of Human Bondage, & The Barber of 
Seville. OTHER THEATRE: A Case for the Existence of God (Coal Mine), Things I Know to be True 
(Company & Mirvish), Once on this Island (Obsidian & Musical Stage), Clybourne Park, & Stuff 
Happens (Studio 180 & Mirvish). OTHER: Robert is a member of the CAEA SM Committee and was 
recently elected to CAEA council, Stage Management region.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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JEFFREY KIM Jeffrey was born in Seoul, South Korea. OTHER THEATRE: Da vinci code, 
Royal Canadian Theatre Company : Slow Food, Langley Little Theatre : RX FILM & 
TELEVISION: Love4point50, Cool Friends (Korea), In the Company of Spies​. 
 

WEN LING LIAO 廖雯伶 was born and raised in Taipei, Taiwan. She is based in the 
Bay Area, USA. Her works can be seen across USA including American Conservatory 
Theater, Hartford Stage, Theaterworks Silicon Valley, Denver Performing Arts Center, 
People’s Light Theater, Marin Theater Company, California Shakespeare Theater, 
Actors Theater of Louisville, Dallas Theater Center, Huntington Theater Company, 
Merrimack Repertory Theatre, Magic Theater, Center Repertory and San Francisco 

Playhouse. She got her BA from National Taiwan University and her MFA from University of California, 
San Diego.SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim’s Convenience (Soulpepper debut) http://www.wenlingliao.com 

BRANDON MCKNIGHT is a Canadian actor with Jamaican roots, born and raised in 
Toronto, ON. SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim’s Convenience (the roles of Rich, Alex, Mr. Lee, 
and Mike) OTHER THEATRE: Judas Noir (Tarragon Theatre); Of Mice And Men (Unit 102 
Theatre). SELECTED FILM & TELEVISION: The Flash (CW); The Shape of Water (FOX 
Searchlight); Morningside (Elevation Pictures); Most Dangerous Game (Tubi); Kim’s 
Convenience (CBC). OTHER: McKnight is an alumnus of the prestigious CFC Actors 

Conservatory founded by Norman Jewison (class of 2018). Manager is Daniel Abrams at OAZ and agent 
is Innovative Artists.

WEYNI MENGESHA was raised in Scarborough and has been the Artistic Director of 
Soulpepper Theatre Company since 2019. Celebrated for her groundbreaking work 
and community engagement, her directing credits span Canadian and international 
stages. Weyni is also a committed educator, mentor, and a producer of youth arts 
initiatives. In addition to Soulpepper, she has taught at the National Theatre School 
of Canada and the Canadian Film Centre. FOR SOULPEPPER: Kim’s Convenience (2025, 

2015 and 2012), What the Constitution Means to Me (2024); Billie, Sarah and Ella: Revolutionary 
Women in Jazz (2024 and 2023), A Streetcar named Desire (2024), The Guide To Being Fabulous 
(2023), Da Kink in my Hair (2022), Queen Goneril (2022), Pipeline (2002), Jesus Hooped the A-Train 
(2020), Father Comes Home From The Wars (2016), A Raisin in the Sun (2008 and 2010). Other theatre 
credits include Treemonisha (Volcano Theatre/TOlive/Luminato/Soulpepper), Power of Sail (Geffen 
Playhouse), Seven Spots on the Sun (Rattlestick Theatre, NY), Butcher (Why Not/Mirvish), and Bars 
and Measures (Boston Court, Pasedena). Weyni is so happy to be back with the Kim's family, she 
would also like to thank her family including her husband and two kids and her father and mother who 
immigrated here from Ethiopia in the 70's. Thank you all for sharing this story with us. 

NGABO NABEA Though born in Toronto, Ngabo Nabea spent much of his childhood 
travelling and studying abroad, before returning to study performance at Ryerson 
University. SOULPEPPER 2025: understudy for Mike/Mr. Lee/Alex/Rich. FOR 
SOULPEPPER: Three Sisters. OTHER THEATRE: Twisted (Factory Theatre), The Number's 
Game (Storefront Theatre), I and You (Globe Theatre), Fences (Grand Theatre), King 
Lear (Shakespeare Bash'd), Romeo and Juliet (Classical Theatre Project).

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES

ANITA NITTOLY Selected Fight Director and Sexual Choreographer credits: Bad​ Roads 
(Crow's); WildWoman (SoulPepper), Hamlet (The Rose); Sexual Misconduct of the 
Middle Classes (TIP), Fall on Your Knees (CanStage/Neptune/NAC); Counter Offence 
(Segal​ Centre); Fairview (Canstage); Prodigal (Crow's); Trojan Girls and The Outhouse 
of​ Atreus (Factory); Our Place (Cahoots/TPM); The Last Wife, The 39​ Steps, 
Successions (Centaur); Whole World (Carousel Players). Stage Combat Instructor, 

Fight Director, and Sexual Choreographer at the National Theatre School.​ Selected Stunt Performer/
Stunt Actor Credits: Law & Order: Toronto, SEE, Star Trek: Discovery, Pretty Hard Cases, Titans, The 
Boys, Rabbit Hole, What We Do in the Shadows, various Ubisoft motion capture productions. 

KELLY J. SEO SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim's Convenience (the role of Janet).  OTHER 
THEATRE: The Melville Boys (Foster Festival), Kim's Convenience (Grand Theatre), 
Jenny's House of Joy (Foster Festival), Twelfth Night (St Lawrence Shakespeare 
Festival), Kim's Convenience (Thousand Islands Playhouse), Hana Hashimoto the 
Sixth Violin (Thousand Islands Playhouse), Fables For the Future (Clay and Paper 
Theatre). FILM & TELEVISION: If I Go Missing (Tubi), In the Dark (CW), Most Dangerous 

Game (Roku), Age of Samurai (Netflix), Dorms (Office Duo Productions), Designated Survivor (ABC), If I 
Should Die "Saint or Strangler" (Apple TV), The Sanhok Tapes - PUBG Lore Drop (PUBG), History Erased: 
A World Without Korea (History). EDUCATION/TRAINING: York University Acting Conservatory/Theatre 
Program. SOCIALS: @kellyjseo

ROSIE SIMON is a Korean Canadian actor for stage and screen. SOULPEPPER 2025: 
Kim’s Convenience. FOR SOULPEPPER: Kim’s Convenience, Cowboy Versus Samurai. 
OTHER THEATRE: Dinner With the Duchess (HFN/Crow’s), The Chinese Lady (Studio 
180/fu-Gen/Crow’s), The Three Musketeers (RMTC), Lady Sunrise (Factory), Aquiesce 
(Factory), John (RMTC), Urinetown (Firehall), The King and I (Gateway), The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee(Arts Club). FILM/TV: Slasher: Solstice, DOC, Star 

Trek: Discovery, Motive, Goodwitch, Killjoys, Wynonna Earp: Vengeance, Carter, Hudson and Rex, 
Shadowhunters, The Face I Can’t Forget, To Have and to Holiday, That Lion Show. 

MING WONG 黄慧明 is an award-winning Toronto costume designer working in 
theatre, dance, opera, and film & television for over 15 years. She is a graduate from 
the Ontario College of Art & Design. SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim’s Convenience, A Strange 
Loop. FOR SOULPEPPER: The Master Plan, Three Sisters, De Profundis: Oscar Wilde in 
Jail, Sizwe Banzi is Dead, Pipeline. OTHER THEATRE: Wights, Rosmersholm, The Wrong 
Bashir, Natasha, Pierre, & The Great Comet of 1812, The Master Plan, Red Velvet, 

Uncle Vanya, The Wedding Party, Crow’s Theatre; Charlie & The Chocolate Factory YPT; Salesman in 
China, Rent, Hamlet 911, Stratford Festival; Once, TIP, Things I Know to be True, Company Theatre/
Mirvish; Peter’s Final Flight, Ross Petty Productions; The Wizard of Oz Panto, The Inheritance, Public 
Enemy, Canadian Stage; Is God Is, Canadian Stage/Obsidian/Necessary Angel; Candida, Just to Get 
Married, Trouble in Mind, Shaw Festival; Hansel und Gretel, Canadian Opera Company; The Color 
Purple, Citadel Theatre/RMTC. UPCOMING:Trident Moon, Flex, Crow’s; Wait Until Dark, Shaw. OTHER: 
2021 Virginia & Myrtle Cooper Award recipient, 2 time Dora Award Winner. www.mingwongdesign.com
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ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES

JOANNA YU 余頌恩 was born in Hong Kong, raised in Thornhill, Ontario. SOULPEPPER 
2025: Kim’s Convenience. FOR SOULPEPPER: 'da Kink in My Hair, Three Sisters. OTHER 
THEATRE: Mirvish Productions, Stratford Festival, Shaw Festival, National Arts Centre, 
Canadian Opera Company, Canadian Stage, Arts Club, Belfry Theatre, Theatre Calgary, 
Citadel Theatre, RMTC, The Grand, Tapestry Opera, Factory Theatre, Buddies in Bad 
Times, Tarragon, Obsidian, fu-Gen, Cahoots, Nightwood, and many others. OTHER: 

Recipient of a Dora Award, The Virginia and Myrtle Cooper Award for Costume Design, and the Pauline 
McGibbon Award. Joanna is a member of the Associated Designers of Canada (ADC659) and sits on the 
Board of Directors. www.joannayudesign.com

JAMES YI Born in Seoul, South Korea, James grew up in Cleveland, Ohio and 
somehow ended up in Vancouver, BC to pursue a career in acting. Although this is his 
first show with SOULPEPPER, James is no stranger to Kim's Convenience as he has 
been playing the role of Appa in various productions since 2018. He also played 
Jimmy Young on Kim's Convenience, the TV series. OTHER THEATRE: Childish (Pacific 
Theatre), Salmon Row (Mortal Coil), The Odd Couple (VACT), Flower Drum Song 

(VACT). Film & Television: The Interview, The Sarah Lawrence Cult Story, Wild Cards, The Dating Game, 
His and Hers, When Calls the Heart. 

FAN ZHANG 张颿 SOULPEPPER 2025: Kim’s Convenience. OTHER THEATRE: Good 
Bones (Public Theatre); Jordans (Public Theatre), At the Wedding ( Lincoln Center), 
The Far Country (Atlantic Theater Company); This Land Was Made (The Vineyard 
Theater ); Snow in Midsummer (Classic Stage Company); Paris (Atlantic Theater 
Company), Our Dear Dead Drug Lord (Second Stage Theater), Pumpgirl (Irish 
Repertory Theater), Suicide Forest (Ma-Yi Theater Company), Behind the Sheet 

(Ensemble Studio Theatre), Shakespeare Theatre Company, Berkeley Repertory Theater, Arena Stage, 
Steppenwolf Theatre, Milwaukee Rep, Capital Repertory Theater, American Repertory Theater, Long 
Wharf Theatre, Pittsburgh City Theatre, Portland Center Stage, Studio Theatre D.C., Two River Theatre, 
Huntington Theatre and Old Globe. Professor in Sound at Purdue University. EDUCATION: MFA, Yale 
School of Drama. www.fanzhangsound.com
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PARTNER BIOS 

ADAM BLANSHAY PRODUCTIONS is a UK Based company with 
over 60 productions worldwide to date. Recipient of 8 Tony, 
10 Olivier, and 1 Helpmann Awards. ABP produced the highly 
acclaimed 2024 UK première of Kim’s Convenience starring Ins 

Choi, directed by Esther Jun at Park Theatre and Riverside Studios in London, ahead of a 17 week UK 
Tour which begins in March 2025. This production won the 2025 Stage Award for Campaign of the 
Year. Originally from Montreal, Adam is a 2025 EMBA Candidate of Saïd Business School, University of 
Oxford and received The Linbury Scholarship for his studies. Full bio: adamblanshay.com He dedicates 
this to his Umma. 

AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER is an essential gathering 
place that brings artists and communities together to inspire and 
provoke. Under the leadership of Tony Award-winning Artistic Di-
rector Pam MacKinnon and Executive Director Jennifer Bielstein, 

A.C.T.’s mission is to engage the spirit of the San Francisco Bay Area, activate stories that resonate, 
promote a diversity of voices and points of view, and empower theater makers and audiences to 
celebrate liveness. A.C.T. values inclusion, transformational learning, participation and rigorous fun. 
A.C.T. is a Tony Award-winning nonprofit theater serving almost 200,000 people in the San Francisco 
Bay Area annually through theater, training, education, and community programs.

PEMBERLEY PRODUCTIONS is a producing, general manage-
ment, and tour booking company based in NYC/Chicago. We 
collaborate with international companies to bring theatre 
across North America. Highlights include the long-running West 
End production of The Woman in Black (off-Broadway at NYC’s 

McKittrick Hotel and across the US); the US Tour of Wise Children’s Wuthering Heights; the Center 
Theatre Group (Los Angeles) production of The Secret Garden; the US Tour of the National Theatre’s 
An Inspector Calls; and the US Tour of The Last Ship (starring STING). In the 25/26 Season, Pemberley 
is also looking after Heathers The Musical (off-Broadway), Roald Dahl’s The Enormous Crocodile (US 
Tour), Elizabeth McGovern’s Ava: The Secret Conversations (US/Canada Tour), the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s production of Hamnet (US Tour), The Unfair Advantage (West End) and more. For informa-
tion on upcoming tours and projects in development, visit www.pemberleyproductions.com
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THANK YOU'S

The Kim’s Convenience team would like to extend their thanks to the Alpha Korean United Church for use 
of their photo archive, the Choi family, Jung A Im, Madelaine Hodges, Suzie Kim, Ben Kopp, Jawon Kang,  
Kelly McEvenue,Grace Mrkobrada, Julian Ochangco, Hannah and Elizabeth Seo, Danny Seo for additional 
photos, Neha Ross, Kat Chin, AJ Laflamme, Nancy Dryden, Doreen Sayegh and Pemberley Productions, 
The Foussias Family, The Hallan Family, Dr. Stephanie Penney, and Steve Kennedy.

Thank you to the families (and their stores) past and present who kindly shared their photos: 

Acton Town Milk, 1990s. Owned by Song family. Submitted by David Song

Bee’s Variety, Wilson Ave, Toronto. 1970s. Owned by K.J and M.S Choi. Submitted by Ann Y.K Choi.

Best Convenience, Queen Street West, Toronto, 1970s.  Submitted by Suzie Kim.

Bethany General Store, Bethany, Ontario, 1990s. Owned by Keun-Hee (Kenny) Kang and Eun-Hye (Nancy) 
Kang.  Submitted by Ray Kang.

Eagle Convenience, Cambridge, Ontario, 1990s. Owned by Lee Kyung-Joon.  Submitted by Ryan Lee

EZ Mart, Davis Dr/Prospect, Newmarket, 2010s. Submitted by Emily Jung

First Convenience, Roncesvalles & Queen St. West, Toronto, early 2000s. Submitted by Susan Truong

Honey Harbour General Store, Honey Harbour, Ontario, 2017-present.  Owned by Yong-Woo Lee. 
Submitted by Yong-Woo Lee.

Juli Rose Flowers, Toronto.  Owned by Julia Kim. Submitted by Jannis Mei.

Midland Jugmilk, Scarborough, late 1980s-2010s.  Owned by Mr & Mrs Shin.  Submitted by Jini Chen.

Mr. Smoke and Variety, Keele and Wilson, 1990s-2000s.  Owned by Jae-Jin and Kyong-Hee.  Submitted by 
Danielle Chiang.

Pinegrove Variety, Oakville, Ontario, 1985-2019.  Owned by Chung Jae Lee.  Submitted by Edward Lee.

Puppy Chappy, North York.  Owned by Eunsook Heo. Submitted by Kelly Seo

Rogers Rd Variety Store, 1960s-70s.  Owned by Huang family. Submitted by Andrea James Lui and 
Christina Lui. 

Sun Variety, Scarborough, 1970s-90s. Submitted by Susan Yu

What a bargain, Jones & Danforth, Toronto, 1996-2009. M&D Variety, Jane & Sheppard, Toronto, 2009-
2020. Owned by Kang family. Submitted by Jawon Kang
 

Additional Photos Submitted by: Susan Yoon, Tina Yoo, Harry Lee, Pauline Kim, Jae Pak, Sonia L, Hannah 
You, Gina Chang and Liz Ryu.
 

As well as to the community members for providing photos: 
Pauline Kim, Jae Pak, Jawon Kang, Choi Family, Suzie Kim, Hannah Elizabeth Seo, Danny Seo, Ray Kang, 
David Song, An Y.K. Choi, Susan Yoon, Emily Jung, Tina Yoo, Susan Truong, Jannis Mei, Julia Kim, Yong-
Woo Lee, Ryan Lee, Harry Lee, Edward Lee, Susan Yu, Alpha Korean United Church 
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Proud to support 
Soulpepper

We’re working together Soulpepper. 

It’s just one of the ways we are helping 
to open doors for a more inclusive 
and sustainable tomorrow. 

td.com/tdreadycommitment

© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.

Untitled-1   1 2022-03-18   2:50:24 PM

Soulpepper's free 
25 & under program
We live in a country with a rich and deep appreciation 
for arts and culture, and we’re committed to fund programs 
that enable Canadians of all means and backgrounds 
to enjoy the very best.

PROUD PRESENTING SPONSOR OF
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Soulpepper.ca
416.866.8666

BOOK
NOW

ON STAGE
AUG 6
SEPT 7
2025

"Deeply unnerving, ba�lingly brilliant...
totally griping."
—The Telegraph 

By Harold Pinter
Directed by Peter Pasyk

Old Times
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Soulpepper.ca
416.866.8666

BOOK
NOW

ON STAGE
SEPT 4
- OCT 5

2025

New York Times Critic’s Pick 

A Soulpepper, Howland Company
& Crow's Theatre co-production

By Lucy Kirkwood
Directed by Weyni Mengesha
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The Welkin
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George Cedric Metcalf  
   Charitable Foundation
RBC Foundation*
Scotia Wealth Management*
Sun Life Financial*
TD Bank Group*

$25,000 -$74,999
Canada Life*
The Keg Spirit Foundation
Kingfisher Foundation 
Lindy Green Family Foundation 
The William &Nona Heaslip     	    
Foundation
Power Corporation of Canada
Ray Ferris Springboard Fund 
The Sabourin Family Foundation 
Polar Foundation

$10,000 -$24,999
The Joan & Clifford Hatch 		
   Foundation*
The McLean Foundation
Middlefield Resource Funds*
Paul Barber Foundation
The Sabourin Family Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Bulmash-Siegel Foundation
The Browning Watt Foundation*
Distillery Restaurant Corporation
The Henry White Kinnear 
Foundation*
The Norman & Margaret Jewison 
Foundation*
Pitblado Family Foundation*
Mason Law
Moez & Marissa Kassam Equity 
Fund
Morgan Meighen & Associates*
Torkin Manes LLP
The William &Nona Heaslip 
Foundation

Up to $4,999 
Balfour Bowen Family 		
   Foundation*
Geist Family Foundation*
Jackman Foundation*
John Family Fund
Philip Fox Fund
The Racioppo Family Foundation
The Nick & Lynn Ross  
   Charitable Foundation*
The Kit Skelly Foundation

Individual Supporters 

Major Gifts  
$100,000+
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*
The Estate of  
   Susan Brenninkmeyer
Gary & Donna Slaight*
Sylvia Soyka*

$50,000 -$99,999
Diane Blake &Stephen Smith*
The Estate of Susan 
Brenninkmeyer
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf*
Gary &Donna Slaight*
Sylvia Soyka*
Kathleen &Bill Troost*

Artistic Directorʼs Circle  
$25,000 – $49,999
Deb Barrett &Jim Leech*
Victor & Maureen Dodig*
Dave Friesema & Sanyo Lue-Kim
Kevin &Roger Garland, C.M.*
Sonny Goldstein & Dr. Betty 
Rozendaal
Melissa Kennedy
Sanjay Nakra & Deepa Daryanani
James O'Sullivan
   & Lucie Vallée
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
   & Chris von Boetticher*

Soul Circle 
$10,000 – $24,999
Marilyn &Charles Baillie*
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson*
Hugh Furneaux*
Jim Fleck
Robert Foster, C.M. 
   & Julia Foster, C.M.
Dana Lafarga
Karey Lunau
Bill Morneau &Nancy McCain
Sandra Pitblado, C.M. 
   & Jim Pitblado, C.M. 

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS

DONORS
 
Soulpepper is very grateful to all of the individuals, corporations, foundations, and government  
agencies who contribute to its continued growth and success.  
 
Donor support allows Soulpepper to offer employment to artists, to cultivate an environment  
of creation and exploration, and to enrich the community with great theatre. 
 
The generosity of our many supporters makes everything we do at Soulpepper possible. 
 
TO MAKE A DONATION  
VISIT: soulpepper.ca/donate  CALL: 416 203 6264 x x 188  EMAIL: development@soulpepper.ca
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Heart & Soul 
$5,000 – $9,999
Rob & Teresa Brouwer*
David Brown*
Melissa Clarke & Tom Lederer
Beverley Flynn
Robin Heintzman &Gordon 
Currie*
Greg Kiessling & Pam Isaak*
Sheena Macdonald &Phil 
Schmitt*
Maja Neable
The Pat & Tony Adams Freedom 
Fund For The Arts
Mazi Raz
Aaron Sanderson &Kevin 
Keystone
Helen Sinclair
Martha Tory
Cindy Tripp
Alan Walker*
Sally Wright & Gavin MacKenzie*

Curtain Club  
$2,500 – $4,999
Elspeth Bowler*
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Shawn Cooper
David & Yvonne Fleck
Mark Graham
Mary Hallward
Shira Hart
Kent James
Judith John
Jalye Mengesha  
   & Meselu Gebrehiwot
Christopher Lee  
   & Paula Mosbrucker
Daniel McCarthy*
Anil Mohan
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*
Alicia Rose
2 Anonymous Donors

Benefactor 
$1,000  – $2,499 
Robin Alter & Martin Yaffe
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Michelle Beveridge*
Helen Burstyn
Martha & George Butterfield*

Karen Cheah*
Jane & Bob Clapp
Rita & Mark Daniel*
Denise Donlon*
Charmain Emerson
Russell & Carol Finch*
Martha Fisher
Steve & Mariann Geist
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*
Jamie Goad
Sari Goldenberg*
Michael Griffiths
Paul & Vicki Hand*
Rob Harper*
Vic & Marion Hepburn
Ellen Hill
Mohamed Khaki
Raj & Shaila Kothari*
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*
Robert Mason
Elaine Kierans &Shawn 
McReynolds*
Kit & Barbara Moore
Ed & Cindy Nowina*
Jason Oordg
Ann Savege*
Andrew Scriver
Ivor & Renee Simmons*
Jennifer & Greg Thompson
Sunanda Vaidheesh
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee*
Daniel Weinzweig
Joan & Robert Weppler
Greg Wilkie
Jan Wong
1 Anonymous Donor

Friend 
$250 - $999
Lynn & David Abernethy
Abiola Akinyemi
Kerri Anderson
Jay Armitage
Gideon Arthurs &Erin Sheilds
Wendy Balfour
Carol Barber
Guy Beaudin
Neil Betteridge
Theresa Boyle*
Mary Lou Brock*
Graham Brunke*
Chris Bryne & Anda Whiting

Helena Bzonkova*
Margaret Anne Cain
Alberta G. Cefis
Claudia Colas
Wendy Cole
Gayle Corcoran
Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
David Craig & Donna Piccinin-
Craig
Joan Cranston*
Carol Dalgado
Shirley Dawe
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Steven D. Donohoe*
Laura Drake
Debbie Dumaresq
Steven Farber
Wendy Evans & Chris Elson
John & Shari Ezyk
Steven Farber
Bill & Rosemary Fillmore
Barbara Fingerote*
Neil Foster
David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Linda Galen & William Draper
Kamala Jean Gopie
Doreen Gryfe*
Sarika Gundu
Eva Haggerty
Anne & William Harker*
Susan Helwig
Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Paul Hickey
Joe Hoja
Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Clive Houseman
Kishwar Iqbal
Alison Janzen
Barry & Cathy Joslin
Dagmar Kanzle
Soussanna Karas
Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Olanre Kayode
Robert Kee
Greg Kelner
Don & Francie Kendal*
Sheryl Kennedy
Hans Kluge
Farah Kurji
Anita & Leon Lapidus

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS
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Dale Lawr*
Anne Layton
John Leavitt
Victoria Lee
Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner
Brad Lepp
Linda Lewis
Maureen Littlejohn
Oliver & Gillian Long*
Martha Loewen
Larry Lubin
Joanna Martin
John Martin & Sampa Bhadra
Linda Massey
Kelly McDonald  
  & Greg Sigurdson*
Linda McGuire
Micheline McKay &Richard 
Comparey*
Mark McLean
Susan Moellers*
Dorothy Morari &James Mryglad*
Margaret & Gary Mousseau
Mary Jane Mossman &Brian 
Bucknall*
Steve Munro*
Paul Murphy*
Penny Noble
Brian O'Leary*
Jeremy Opolsky
Nancy Palk & Joseph Ziegler
Christine Pearce
Stephen Phillips*
Diane Pitblado
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis*
Kerry Rittich
Sylvia Schmid
Catherine Seton
Phillip Silver
Ryan Singh
Larry Smith*
Terry Smith
Patricia Stowe
Jill Strimas
Carol Strom
Carol Swindell
W. Michael Than*
Doug &Gail Todgham*
Karen Turner
Stephen Uzielli &Robin 
Siegerman

Teresa Walsh
John Wolf
Hersh Zeifman, In Memory of  
   Nina Hope Wright
Marc Zwelling

Soulpepper extends our special 
gratitude to members of our  
Soul Mates program, who donate 
monthly to support our artistic & 
educational programming.  

Soulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have 
generously arranged bequests to 
Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
Michael Than
7 anonymous friends of 
Soulpepper

Women Centre Stage
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Kiessling/Isaak Family
Jaqui Parchment
Karrin Powys-Lybbe 
   & Chris von Boetticher
The Pat & Tony Adams 
   Freedom Trust

Women Centre Stage  
Co-Chairs (2020 - Present):
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra

If you have any questions about 
your recognition or support, please 
contact us at 416-203-6264  x188 or 
development@soulpepper.ca

Individuals recognized for  
donations made between  
Jan 1 2024- Jan 1 2025 

 * Donors who have given to  
Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years
 + Soulpepper staff and Artist donors

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS



SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS — WE GR ATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING:

MUSIC SPONSOR

SOULPEPPER ACADEMY

SOULPEPPER ON THE STAGE

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

The Joan & Clifford  
Hatch Foundation

Pitblado Family
Foundation

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT

The Norman & Margaret 
Jewison Charitable Foundation

MUSIC SPONSOR



17

SOULPEPPER ADMINISTR ATION

Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper are represented by Local 828 of the International  
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs 
Executive Director

Administration & Artistic  

Ece Aydin 
Executive Support and Project Lead

Luke Reece  
Associate Artistic Director

Joanna Falck  
Literary Associate

Frank Cox-O’Connell 
Slaight Family Director of Music

Producing

Jonathan Heppner  
Executive Producer

Robyn Hoja 
Producer

Meghan Froebelius 
Producer

Julia Carrano 
Associate Producer

Production

Patricia Vinluan  
Interim Senior Production Manager 

Maya Royer 
Production Manager

Leslie Hernandez 
Technical Director

Nicholas Beardsley 
Assistant Technical Director

Rhett Costin  
Assistant Technical Director 
 
Alex Edwards 
Production Assistant

Andy DeVries  
Head Carpenter

Lisa Nighswander  
Head of Properties 

Paul Boddum  
Head Scenic Artist 

Ellie Koffman  
Head of Wardrobe

Development

Anne Rawn  
Director of Development 

Raveena Mahabir  
Officer Philanthropy 

Anastasia Gordon  
Senior Officer, Foundations and 
Corporate Partnerships

Marketing

Lauren Naus  
Senior Manager of Marketing  
and Sales

Riaz Charania  
Director of Marketing  
and Communications

Duaa Zahra  
Digital Engagement Coordinator

Education & Community

Rohan Kulkarni  
Director of Education  
& Community Engagement

Jacqui Arntfield  
Community Activator 
 
Maricris Rivera  
Education & Community Programs 
Coordinator

Finance 

Michelle Beveridge  
Director of Finance

Maria Larina 
Finance Manager

Shishi Chen  
Payroll Coordinator

Nilsa Rivero  
Accounting Coordinator 
 
Rachel Shen 
Accounts Payable Coordinator

Fang Tian 
Accounting Coordinato

Soulpepper Founding Members

Martha Burns 
Susan Coyne 
Ted Dykstra 
Michael Hanrahan 
Stuart Hughes 
Diana Leblanc 
Diego Matamoros 
Nancy Palk 
Albert Schultz 
Robyn Stevan 
William Webster 
Joseph Ziegler

Soulpepper 
Board of Directors

Robin Cardozo (Chair)
Beverley Flynn
Julia Foster 
Dave Friesema
Roger Garland 
Sonny Goldstein 
Sarika Gundu 
Veni Iozzo
Judith John
Melissa Kennedy
Dana Lafarga (Vice-Chair)  
Karey Lunau
Anil Mohan
Sanjay Nakra
Maja Neable
Alicia Rose
Aaron Sanderson
Martha Tory
Cindy Tripp
Alan Walker
Yasmin Warsame 
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YOUNG CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS ADMINISTR ATION

All front of house staff – f loor captains, patron service representatives, baristas and ushers -  working for the Young Centre for 
the Performing Arts are represented by Local B-173 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
 
House and Stage Technicians employed by the Young Centre for the Performing Arts are represented by Local 58 of the  
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.

Patron Services

Karen Turner 
Director of Services & Operations

Matthew Costin 
Patron Services Manager 
 
Melanie Ferreira 
Café Manager 

Micah Bucholtz 
Operation Services Coordinator

Kenzie Delo  
Chloe MacPherson 
Duty Managers 
 
Adrian Chevalier  
Shayna Linds 
Peter Naccarato
Senior Patron Services 
Representatives

Adrian Chevalier 
Nicholas Eddie 
Shayna Linds 
Riley Kelk 
Peter Naccarato 
Pasanun Songsaeng 
Yohannes Taye 
Sarah Hotke 
Wilfred Storey 
Sabrina Gomes 
Patron Services Representatives

Ryan Bagley  
Sabrina Gomes 
Henry Oswald Peirson  
Sarah Hotke 
Peter Naccarato
Floor Captains

Ryan Bagley
Colleen Didur
Shaneill Floyd-Wlazlak
Jeffrey Johnston 
Riley Kelk 

Diane Kingstone 
Henry Oswald Peirson 
Pasanun Songsaeng 
Kale Dewitt
Sabrina Gomes
Jin Xu 
Laura Dae
Nikki Battiston
Ushers

Jessica Wasserman 
Senior Café Associate  
  
Kirk Escriba 
Enoch Franz 
Dev Mallick  
Abhijit Nair 
Yohannes Taye 
Yezhi Kuo 
Setareh Soleimaninasab 
Baristas

I.T.

Fernando Arriola 
I.T. Manager 

Sheila Kearney Miller 
Tessitura Administrator 

Andrew Ho 
I.T. Systems Administrator

Building Operations

Greg Poulin 
Manager of Building Operation  
& Production 
 
Cole Vincent 
Building Operator

Niamh Cunningham-Closs 
Building Supervisor 
 

Technicians

Gunes Agduk  

Andres Castillo-Smith 
Dalton Villeneuve-Marini 
David Mallette

Young Centre Board of Directors 
 
Robert Brouwer (Chair) 
Eileen De Courcy 
Lachlan MacQuarrie 
Michael Herrera 
Beverley Flynn 
Leslie Hernandez 
Alan Walker 

Thank You!

Thanks to our wonderful legion  
of Young Centre volunteers  
for their continued support!

Young Centre Facilities Funding: 
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ABOUT ADAM BLANSHAY PRODUCTIONS & STAFF LISTING

STAFF LIST

Adam Blanshay
Producer

Leon Kay
General Manager  
and Associate Producer 

Kate Carey
Production Coordinator 

Georgia Ambrose
Production Assistant 

Samantha Heynes
Bookkeeper

Simon Littlejohns
Accounts 



ART OPENS MINDS.
Proud to support the storytellers who open our minds, 
inspiring us all to think bigger, together. That’s Enriched Thinking.®



STAY CONNECTED AND UP-TO-DATE

The artists and staff of Soulpepper and the Young Centre for the Performing Arts 
acknowledge the original caretakers and storytellers of this land —the Mississaugas 
of the Credit, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations. 
We commit to honouring and celebrating their past, present and future.

Playbill Graphic Design: lightupthesky.ca

SOULPEPPER.CA→

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPER

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

YOUTUBE.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

SOUNDCLOUD.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

SOULPEPPER THEATRE


