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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

When I first read this play I was so moved by what a generous offering 
it was. It feels generous both in how personal it is, and how it offers us a 
space to grapple and reflect on what kind of society we want to live in.
 
It can feel like such an overwhelming and isolating time when so much of 
our public discourse is happening on social media.  This show does what 
theatre does best by bringing us into the same room to imagine together. 
You might feel uncomfortable, then you might laugh – while the person 
sitting beside you is feeling the exact opposite way.  And what a gift 
that is – especially right now – to bring us together across divides, to be 
entertained and to consider big questions.
 

With both the American election approaching, and a Canadian one on the horizon, it felt exciting and necessary 
to consider this story for our stage.  I reached out to the wonderful playwright, Heidi Schreck, and asked if she 
might consider working with us on adapting it to speak to a Canadian audience.  I was thrilled when she said 
that she would, and this Canadian premiere now marks the first production of this show outside of America. I 
am so grateful to Nightwood Theatre, Necessary Angel, and Talk is Free Theatre for coming on board.
 
We’ve had a wonderful and reflective time over the past few months talking about what Canada’s Constitution 
means to us – we hope you can join in reflecting on what it means to you.
 
Thank you for coming, enjoy the show. 

WE YNI MENGESHA 

D i r e c t o r  o f  W h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  M e a n s  t o  M e  

&  A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r,  S o u l p e p p e r  T h e a t r e  C o mp a ny



CAST & CREATIVE TEAM

Running time:  
90 MINUTES, NO INTERMISSION

Soulpepper Theatre is a member of the Professional 
Association of Canadian Theatres and engages 
professional artists who are members of Canadian 
Actors’ Equity Association under the terms of the jointly 
negotiated Canadian Theatre Agreement

*Indicated designers on this production are 
represented by the Associated Designers of 
Canada, Local ADC659.

Original Broadway Production Produced by
Diana DiMenna  Aaron Glick  Matt Ross  
Madeleine Foster  Bersin Myla Lerner/Jon Bierman  
Jenna Segal/Catherine Markowitz  Jana Shea/Maley-Stolbun-Sussman  Rebecca Gold/Jose Antonio Vargas
Level Forward  Cornice Productions  Lassen Wyse Balsam  Nederlander Productions/Kate Lear

What the Constitution Means to Me was commissioned by True Love Productions.

What the Constitution Means to Me originated as a part of Summerworks originated as part of Summerworks 
in June and July 2017, produced by Clubbed Thumb in partnership with True Love Productions.

West Coast premiere produced by Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Berkeley, CA,
Tony Taccone, Artistic Director / Susan Medak, Managing Director.

What the Constitution Means to Me had its Off-Broadway premiere in New York City at New York  
Theatre Workshop, Jim Nicola, Artistic Director, Jeremy Blocker, Managing Director, 2018

“What the Constitution Means to Me” is presented by arrangement with  
Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com

Cast

Creative Team

Amy Rutherford
Heidi 

Damien Atkins Gabriella King

Andy DeVries 
Head Carpenter

Bill Stahl 
First Carpenter

Paul Boddum
Head Scenic Artist

Mathilda Pich 
Scenic Painter

Lisa Nighswander 
Head of Props

Greg Chambers
1st Props Builder/Buyer

Ellie Koffman
Head of Wardrobe 

Gunes Agduk
Lighting Operator

Marcus Wong  
Audio Operator

Production Team 

Heidi Schreck
Playwright

Weyni Mengesha
Director

Kimberly Purtell *
Lighting Designer

Richard Feren *
Sound Designer & Composer  

Ellie Koffman
Costume Designer

Laura Baxter
Stage Manager 

Troy Taylor
Assistant Stage Manager 
 
Emilie Trimbee
Associate Lighting Designer

Zoe Marín
Shadow Director,  
Nightwood Theatre 

Joanna Falck
Production Dramaturg

Nika Jalali 
Script Coordinator 

Damien Atkins, Gabriella King, 
Amy Rutherford
Additional Writing Support 
(Canadian Adaptation)

Rudi Lof, Hannah Liu, Joshua 
Sealy-Harrington
Consultants  
(Canadian Adaptation) 

Special thanks to Aaron Jan and 
Sukhpreet Sangha
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DAMIEN ATKINS was born in Australia and raised in Alberta. SOULPEPPER 2024: 
What The Constitution Means to Me, De Profundis: Oscar Wilde in Jail. FOR 
SOULPEPPER: Queen Goneril and King Lear (2022), The Importance of Being 
Earnest, The Caretaker, King Lear (2006), The Way of the World, Angels in America, 
The Heidi Chronicles, A Doll's House, Hosanna. OTHER THEATRE: Here Lies Henry, 

Beatrice & Virgil (Factory); The Sound of Music, Angels in America (Arts Club); Caroline, or Change 
(Obsidian/Musical Stage); Undercover (Spontaneous Theatre/Vertigo/Citadel); Sherlock Holmes & 
The Mystery of the Human Heart, Candida, Blithe Spirit, The Shadow of a Doubt, Prince Caspian 
(playwright), Sherlock Holmes and the Raven's Curse, The Devil's Disciple, The Ladykillers, Getting 
Married, Henry V, The Hound of the Baskervilles (Shaw); London Road, The Glass Menagerie, 
Sweeney Todd, Into the Woods, Frost/Nixon, Amadeus, 7 Stories (Canadian Stage); Someone Else, 
Unidentified Human Remains, We Are Not Alone (Crow's); I Am My Own Wife (Dallas Theater Center); 
Sextet, The Clockmaker (Tarragon); The Gay Heritage Project (Buddies); four seasons with the 
Stratford Festival, as actor and playwright. OTHER: Playwright-in-Residence at Necessary Angel, 
Canadian Stage, Crow's Theatre, Factory Theatre; grateful recipient of five Dora Mavor Moore 
Awards, two Toronto Theatre Critics Awards, Jessie and Sterling Awards. Connection: Instagram 
(atkins_damien), Twitter: @skinnydamien, Website: damienatkins.com

LAURA BAXTER was born in Grimsby, and raised in Kingston, ON. For Soulpepper:  
A Streetcar Named Desire, 'da Kink in My Hair, Pipeline, 27 Club, Dirt, Jitters. Other 
Theatre: Sweat, Love and Information, Venus in Fur, 9 seasons at Dream in High 
Park (Canadian Stage); Indecent, Oslo, My Name is Asher Lev, My Night With Reg, 
You Will Remember Me, God of Carnage (Studio 180); Black Boys, Arigato Tokyo, 

Obaaberima, The Maids (Buddies in Bad Times Theatre); Actually (Obsidian/ Harold Green); The 
Story, Tails From the City (Common Boots Theatre); Here Lies Henry, Trout Stanley, Little Pretty and 
the Exceptional (Factory Theatre); 11:11, Elle (Theatre Passe Muraille); Soliciting Temptation 
(Tarragon Theatre) Thank you to my amazing wife Shawn, and daughter Amari for your unwavering 
love and support.

JOANNA FALCK is the Literary Associate at Soulpepper Theatre. OTHER THEATRE: 
Joanna was previously the Literary Manager at Tarragon Theatre and the Shaw 
Festival. As a freelance dramaturg, she has worked with companies including Blyth 
Festival Theatre, Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre, fuGen Asian Canadian Theatre, 
Nightwood Theatre, Tapestry New Opera Works, Studio 180, Arts Club Theatre 

Company, Native Earth Performing Arts and Canadian Stage Company.  Other: She was awarded the 
2021 Honorary Membership Award from the Playwrights Guild of Canada

RICHARD FEREN was born in Toronto and raised in Guelph and Toronto, ON.
SOULPEPPER 2023: Sizwe Bansi Is Dead FOR SOULPEPPER: Betrayal (2019); 
Copenhagen (2019); Animal Farm (2018); CAGE (2017).OTHER THEATRE: Controlled 
Damage, Grand Ghosts (The Grand Theatre); Public Enemy (Canadian Stage); Hamlet 
(Stratford); The Cold War (VideoCabaret). FILM & TELEVISION: composed scores for 8 

feature films, numerous shorts. OTHER: 7 Dora Awards; 1999 Pauline McGibbon Award; first sound 
designer shortlisted for Siminovitch Prize, 2012.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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NIKA JALALI is an Iranian-Canadian producer and multidisciplinary artist. She is 
devoted to curating spaces and pushing boundaries for racialized communities to 
share their stories on Canadian and international stages. Nika has collaborated on 
interdisciplinary projects in Canada, Italy, Scotland, the Czech Republic, and 
Germany. THEATRE: Mad Madge (Nigthwood Theatre); The Chemical Valley Project 

(Broadleaf Creative/Teesri Duniya Theatre); The Sound of Music (Nightwood Theatre); TomorrowLove 
(Why Not Theatre/Toronto Metropolitan University); Enormity, Girl & the Earthquake in Her Lungs 
(Toronto Metropolitan University). FILM: DinoLand (Rock Bottom Movement/Toronto Metropolitan 
University).

GABRIELLA KING is a multi-talented actress and author who has captivated 
audiences since childhood. Raised in Houston, Texas, she began her acting career 
at age 5 and published her first book at 15. Gabriella’s passion for storytelling and 
dedication to her craft drive her continued growth in both acting and writing. With 
her sights set on making a lasting impact in the entertainment and literary worlds, 

Gabriella’s future is undeniably bright, and her journey is only just beginning. FOR SOULPEPPER: 
What the Constitution Means to Me. 

ELLIE KOFFMAN is a Toronto-based Costume Designer and Wardrobe Manager. Ellie 
currently serves as the Head of Wardrobe at Soulpepper Theatre Company. 
SOULPEPPER 2024: What The Constitution Means to Me. OTHER THEATRE: A Little 
Night Music (The Royal Conservatory of Music), Rock of Ages (More Entertainment), 4 
Minutes 12 Seconds (Studio 180), The 39 Steps (The Grove Theatre), Ghost The 

Musical (Starvox Entertainment).

 ZOE MARÍN was born in Mendoza (Argentina) and raised in New Jersey. She is based 
in Toronto, ON. SOULPEPPER 2024: What the Constitution Means to Me. OTHER 
THEATRE: GRINGAS (Aluna Theatre/RUTAS Festival, Toronto Fringe, Hamilton Fringe), 
Internet Sensation (Paprika Festival); Small Friend Tall Friend: Take A Proper Gander 
(The Theatre Centre), Small Friend Tall Friend: Do You Think You’re Better Than Me? 

(Toronto Fringe, Hamilton Fringe, Toronto Sketch Comedy Festival), 1184 (Phoenix Arts, Aga Khan 
Museum). 

WEYNI MENGESHA is the Artistic Director of Soulpepper Theatre Company and an 
award-winning director, known for her groundbreaking work and community 
engagement. Weyni has directed shows across Canada that have gone on to tour 
nationally and internationally, and have been developed into television shows 
playing on CBC, Global, and Netflix. She has also directed in London, New York, Los 

Angeles, garnering a NAACP nomination for Best Direction as well as Dora, Drama league, and 
Drama Critics Circle award nominations and awards for Outstanding Direction. She has been an 
instructor at Soulpepper Academy, the National Theatre School of Canada and the Canadian Film 
Centre and was Co-Artistic Director and teacher with A.M.Y Project for 7 years. In 2017, Weyni was 
named one of the Women In View’s “Five in Focus” identifying five rising film directors across 
Canada. She was recently named one of the 50 most influential people in Toronto by Toronto Life 
Magazine.​

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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KIMBERLY PURTELL was born and raised in Thornhill, ON SOULPEPPER 2024:What 
the Constitution Means to Me, A Streetcar Named Desire. FOR SOULPEPPER: 
(selected) Wildwoman; Queen Goneril; King Lear; Pipeline; A Streetcar Named 
Desire; Sisters; The Goat or Who Is Sylvia; The Last Wife; The Virgin Trial; Mother's 
Daughter; Crash; Twelve Angry Men; Happy Place. OTHER THEATRE: Mirvish 

Productions, Stratford Festival, Shaw Festival, Canadian Stage Company, Soulpepper Theatre, 
Arena Stage, DC, National Arts Centre and the National Arts Centre Orchestra, Pacific Opera Victoria, 
Opera Philadelphia, Edmonton Opera, Theatre Calgary, Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre, Citadel 
Theatre, Place des Arts, among others. OTHER: Recipient of three Dora Mavor Moore Awards, the 
Pauline McGibbon Award, a Montreal English Theatre Award, a Toronto Theatre Critics Award, an 
Ottawa Critics Circle Award and an Elizabeth Sterling Award. Kimberly is the Vice President of the 
Associated Designers of Canada and ADC659.

AMY RUTHERFORD is a graduate of The National Theatre School of Canada and 
Stratford Birmingham Conservatory. FOR SOULPEPPER: A Streetcar Named Desire 
(2019); The Odd Couple (2008 ) As You Like It (2008). OTHER THEATRE: Fifteen Dogs 
(Segal Centre), An Undeveloped Sound (Electric Company Theatre), Public Enemy 
(Canadian Stage) Infinity (Tarragon Theatre) Divisadero (Necessary Angel) FILM & 

TELEVISION: Murdoch Mysteries, Kim’s Convenience (CBC), Remedy (Global). OTHER: Amy has also 
written several plays: The Public Servant, Out of the Woods and Mortified which won The PGC's 
Carol Bolt Award in 2018

HEIDI SCHRECK is a writer and performer living in Brooklyn. Her critically-acclaimed 
play What the Constitution Means to Me played an extended, sold-out run on 
Broadway in 2019, and was nominated for two Tony Awards. It had subsequent runs 
at the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C., the Mark Taper Forum, the Guthrie, Seattle 
Repertory Theatre and the McCarter Theatre, as well as theatres in Houston, Miami, 

Omaha, Nashville, Charlotte and Chicago. A filmed version of the play premiered on Amazon Prime 
Video, and was nominated for a Critics Choice Award, a PGA Award and DGA Award. What the 
Constitution Means to Me was named Best of the Year by The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, 
The Chicago Tribune, Time Magazine, The Hollywood Reporter, The New Yorker and more. Schreck’s 
other plays Grand Concourse, Creature, and There Are No More Big Secrets have also been produced in 
NYC and all over the country. Screenwriting credits include I Love Dick, Billions, Nurse Jackie, 
Dispatches from Elsewhere and shows in development with Amazon Studios, Plan B and A24. She is 
the recipient of three Obie Awards, a Drama Desk Award and a Theatre World Award, as well as the 
Horton Foote Playwriting Award and the Hull-Warriner Award from the Dramatists Guild. Schreck was 
awarded Smithsonian Magazine’s 2019 American Ingenuity Award, for her work in the Performing Arts.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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TROY TAYLOR was born and raised in Keswick, ON. SOULPEPPER 2024: What the 
Constitution Means to Me. FOR SOULPEPPER: It's a Wonderful Life (2016).OTHER 
THEATRE: Productions with the National Ballet of Canada including Don Quixote, 
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, UtopiVerse, Jewels, The Nutcracker, Emma 
Bovary, Passion, MADADDAM, and Swan Lake. The Queen in Me (National Arts 

Centre), Fall for Dance North Festival (FFDN), The Darkest Dark (YPT), A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
As You Like It (Canadian Stage). Productions with the Shaw Festival, Tarragon Theatre, Nightwood 
Theatre, Factory Theatre, Ross Petty Productions, and Mirvish.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER 
AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION 
AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, 
INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION 
OF THE AUTHOR’S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES 
COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:  
https:// concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists
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Soulpepper's free 
25 & under program
We live in a country with a rich and deep appreciation 
for arts and culture, and we’re committed to fund programs 
that enable Canadians of all means and backgrounds 
to enjoy the very best.

PROUD PRESENTING SPONSOR OF

Proud to support 
Soulpepper

We’re working together Soulpepper. 

It’s just one of the ways we are helping 
to open doors for a more inclusive 
and sustainable tomorrow. 

td.com/tdreadycommitment

© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.

Untitled-1   1 2022-03-18   2:50:24 PM



Production Sponsor:

Soulpepper.ca
416.866.8666

BOOK
NOW

ON STAGE
STARTING

By Michael Healey
Based on Sideways: The City Google Couldn’t Buy
by Josh O’Kane

Directed by Chris Abraham
 

THE 
MASTER PLAN

NOV 26

Photo b
y: D

ahlia Katz



Winter Solstice

FEATURING:  
Frank Cox-O’Connell, Kira Guloien,  
Cyrus Lane, Diego Matamoros,  
and Nancy Palk.

ON STAGE:  
 January 14 to February 2, 2025 
Berkeley Street Theatre.

Get your tickets at: necessaryangel.com/winter-solstice

Extremism doesn’t kick the door down on arrival: it waits for  
an invite, then makes itself at home. Family, betrayal and  
the inescapable presence of the past reverberate through  
this dark, razor-sharp satire.

By Roland Schimmelpfennig. Directed by Alan Dilworth.
 Translated by David Tushingham.

Beware the sincere stranger.

‟Devastatingly funny.”
  — WHAT’S ON STAGE

‟A radical transfixing play.”
 — THE GUARDIAN

Photo of Diego Matamoros by Dahlia Katz.
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Corporate &  
Foundation Supporters 
$300,000+
The Slaight Family Foundation*

$125,000 - $299,999
The Catherine and  Maxwell  
   Meighen Foundation 

$75,000 -$124,999
BMO Financial Group*
CIBC *
George Cedric Metcalf Charitable    	
   Foundation 
RBC Foundation* 
Scotia Wealth Management *
Sun Life Financial*
TD Bank Group*

$25,000 -$74,999
Canada Life* 
The Keg Spirit Foundation
Kingfisher Foundation 
Polar Asset Management 		
   Partners*
Power Corporation of Canada 
Ray Ferris Springboard Fund

$10,000 -$24,999
The Joan & Clifford Hatch 
Foundation* 
The McLean Foundation
Middlefield Resource Funds* 
Paul Barber Foundation
The Sabourin Family Foundation
1 anonymous supporter of 		
   Soulpepper 

$5,000 - $9,999
Anako Foundation
Boyden Global Executive Search 
Bulmash-Siegel Foundation
The Browning Watt Foundation*
Distillery Restaurant Corporation
Pitblado Family Foundation* 
Mason Law
Morgan Meighen & Associates*
National Bank of Canada
Tricon Residential 
Torkin Manes LLP
The William and Nona  
   Heaslip Foundation

Up to $4,999 
Balfour Bowen Family     		
   Foundation*
The Henry White Kinnear   		
   Foundation*
Geist Family Foundation*
Jackman Foundation* 
John Family Fund
The Norman & Margaret Jewison      	
   Foundation*
The Racioppo Family Foundation
The Nick & Lynn Ross  
   Charitable Foundation*
The Kit Skelly Foundation

Individual Supporters 

Major Gifts  
$100,000+
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*
The Estate of Susan 
Brenninkmeyer
Gary & Donna Slaight*
Sylvia Soyka* 

$50,000 $99,999
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf*
Kathleen & Bill Troost*

Artistic Directorʼs Circle  
$25,000 – $49,999
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech*
Victor & Maureen Dodig*
Kevin & Roger Garland*
Melissa Kennedy 
Sanjay Nakra and Deepa 
Daryanani 
James O’Sullivan & Lucie Vallée
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
  & Chris von Boetticher*

Soul Circle 
$10,000 – $24,999 
Marilyn & Charles Baillie*
Rob & Teresa Brouwer*
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson* 
Jim Fleck*
Robert & Julia Foster
Sonny Goldstein  
   & Dr. Betty Rozendaal
Dana Lafarga*
Karey Lunau
Bill Morneau & Nancy McCain*
Sanjay Nakra & Deepa Daryanani
James and Sandra Pitblado*
Yasmin Warsame 

Heart & Soul 
$5,000 – $9,999
Gideon Arthurs & Erin Shields+
David Brown*
Melissa Clarke

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS

DONORS
 
Soulpepper is very grateful to all of the individuals, corporations, foundations, and government  
agencies who contribute to its continued growth and success.  
 
Donor support allows Soulpepper to offer employment to artists, to cultivate an environment  
of creation and exploration, and to enrich the community with great theatre. 
 
The generosity of our many supporters makes everything we do at Soulpepper possible. 
 
TO MAKE A DONATION  
VISIT: soulpepper.ca/donate  CALL: 416 203 6264 x 145  EMAIL: development@soulpepper.ca
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Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux*
Beverley Flynn
Dave Friesema & Sanyo Lue-Kim
Robin Heintzman  
   & Gordon Currie*
Kiessling/Isaak Family*
Nancy Jain
Sheena Macdonald & Phil 
Schmitt*
John & Kay McKellar*
Jacqueline Moss 
Maja Neable
Aaron Sanderson & Kevin 
Keystone
Helen Sinclair* 
Martha Tory
Alan Walker*
Sally Wright*
Janet & Bill Young*

Curtain Club  
$2,500 – $4,999
Harry Arthurs 
Elspeth Bowler*
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Denise Donlon*
Mary Hallward
Shira Hart*
Kent James
Christopher Lee  
   & Paula Mosbrucker 
Daniel McCarthy* 
Anil Mohan
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*

Benefactor 
$1,000  – $2,499 
Alexandra Baillie
Richard J Balfour*
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Martha and George Butterfield
Michelle Beveridge+
David & Patti Bragg* 
Karen Cheah*
Jane & Bob Clapp
Bill Douglas*
L. Drake
Charmain Emerson
Russell & Carol Finch*
Andrew Gillespie
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*

Jamie Goad
Sari Goldenberg*
Kamala Jean Gopie
Mark & Catherine Graham
The Estate Of Brenda Mary Hamer
The Pat and Tony Adams Freedom 
Fund For The Arts
Vic & Marion Hepburn
Ellen Hill
Dominique Hussey
Elaine Kierans & Shawn 
McReynolds*
Diane King*
Jean Kitchen*
Krystal Kwan
Anne Layton & Jamie Isbister*
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*
In Memory of Elizabeth Maynes
Kit and Barbara Moore*
Alice Morgan
Ed & Cindy Nowina*
David & Barbara Payne
Mazi Raz
Bruce Rhodes
Ann Savege*
Andrew Scriver
Ivor & Renee Simmons*
Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson*
Jennifer Thompson
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee*
Sunanda Vaidheesh
Ronald McDonald House  
   Charities Canada 
2 anonymous supporters  
   of Soulpepper

Friend 
$250 - $999 
Lynn & David Abernethy
Jacqueline Allard
Nancy & Albert Alexanian
Kerri Anderson
Wendy Balfour
Carol Barber*
Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Guy Beaudin
Janet Beck*
Terry Bisset*
Anna Bolton
Shelley Boyes
Theresa Boyle*
Mary Lou Brock*

William Broughton
Graham Brunke*
Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting*
Helena Bzonkova*
Brian Carr*
Edina Cavalli
Elizabeth Charal
Gayle Corcoran
Claudia Colas
Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
Joan D. Cranston*
Bill Crothers*
Leslie Dan*
Carol Dalgado
Mark & Rita Daniel*
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Steven D. Donohoe*
Debbie Dumaresq
Sheona Duthie & Patrick McHugh
Patricia A. Elliot*
Steven Endicott
Chris Elson
Steven Farber
The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier*
Barbara Fingerote* 
Bill & Rosemary Fillmore
Graham & Silke Flint
David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Penelope Fridman
Jordan Glick & Rona Kosansky
March Gregoroff
Zeljko Grujic
Doreen Gryfe*
Paul & Vicki Hand
Rob Harper
Susan Helwig
Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Joe Hoja
Clive Houseman
Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Ann Humphreys
Kishwar Iqbal
Alison Janzen
Alicia Jeffery
Dagmar Kanzle
Judith John
Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Robert Kee
Don & Francie Kendal*
Claire Kennedy

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS
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Mohamed Khaki
Raj & Shaila Kothari*
Maria Larina+
Dale Lawr*
V. Leapman
Victoria Lee
Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner
Elizabeth Leonard
Linda Lewis
Martha Loewen
Oliver & Gillian Long*
Larry Lubin*
Gail MacNaughton
Michèle Maheux
Joanna Martin
Kelly McDonald & Greg         		
   Sigurdson*
Donald & Helen McGillivray*
Linda McGuire
Dr. Janet E. McIntosh*
Micheline McKay  
   & Richard Comparey*
Mark McLean
Susan Moellers*
Margaret and Gary Mousseau
Dorothy Morari & James Mryglad*
Mary Jane Mossman & Brian
Bucknall*
Steve Munro*
Paul Murphy*
Patricia O’Brien
Brian O’Leary*
Jason Oord
Ghazala Parvez  
   & Frank Fuernkranz* 
Christine Pearce
Ken Pearl
Stephen Phillips*
Catharine Pickett*
Diane Pitblado
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis*
Steve Uzielli  
   & Robin Siegerman*
Alicia Rose 
Sylvia Schmid
Catherine Seton
Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn*
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris Reed*
Heather Shapero
Maureen Simpson  
   & Almos Tassonyi

Phillip Silver
Cecilia Smith
Larry Smith  
   & Geri Kozorys-Smith*
James Stuart
Jill Strimas
Carol Strom
Carol Swindell
Karen Turner+
W. Michael Than*
Jan & Ken Thompson*
Doug & Gail Todgham*
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Teresa Walsh
Joan & Robert Weppler
Greg Wilkie
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Irene & Hastings Withers 
John Wolf
Joan Woodward
Marc Zwelling
2 anonymous supporters  
  of Soulpepper

Soulpepper extends our special 
gratitude to members of our  
Soul Mates program, who donate 
monthly to support our artistic  
and educational programming. 

Soulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have 
generously arranged bequests to 
Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
7 anonymous friends  
  of Soulpepper 

Women Centre Stage
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Roger & Kevin Garland
Kiessling/Isaak Family
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra
Jaqui Parchment

Sheila Phillips
Karrin Powys-Lybbe & Chris von 
Boetticher
Ed Sangmuah
Strombergs Family Fund
Lucinda Widdrington
Denise Zarn
The Pat & Tony Adams  
   Freedom Trust 

Women Centre Stage  
Co-Chairs (2020 - Present):
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra

If  we have erred in the spelling, listing 
or omission of your name, please 
accept our sincerest apologies and 
contact us at 416 203 6264 x.145 or 
development@soulpepper.ca  
so we may correct our records  
for future publications.

Individuals recognized for  
donations made between  
October 31, 2023 - October 30, 2024 

 * Donors who have given to  
Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years
 + Soulpepper staff and Artist donors

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS
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SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS — WE GR ATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING:

MUSIC SPONSOR

SOULPEPPER ACADEMY

SOULPEPPER ON THE STAGE

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

The Joan & Clifford  
Hatch Foundation

Pitblado Family
Foundation

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT

The Norman & Margaret 
Jewison Charitable Foundation
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SOULPEPPER ADMINISTR ATION

Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper are represented by Local 828 of the International  
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs 
Executive Director

Administration & Artistic  

Ece Aydin 
Executive Assistant  
to the Executive Director

Luke Reece  
Associate Artistic Director

Joanna Falck  
Literary Associate

Frank Cox-O’Connell 
Slaight Family Director of Music 
 
Nadia Kwiatkowski 
Artistic Coordinator

Producing

Jonathan Heppner  
Executive Producer

Robyn Hoja 
Producer

Julia Carrano 
Associate Producer

Production

Jasmine Knox   
Senior Production Manager

Patricia Vinluan  
Production Manager

Leslie Hernandez 
Technical Director

Nicholas Beardsley 
Assistant Technical Director

Rhett Costin  
Assistant Technical Director

Andy DeVries  
Head Carpenter

Lisa Nighswander  
Head of Properties 

Paul Boddum  
Head Scenic Artist 

Ellie Koffman  
Head of Wardrobe

Development

Anne Rawn  
Director of Development 

Peter Hussell 
Interim Development Manager 

Adele Kei  
Development Manager,  
Individual Giving

Marketing

Lauren Naus  
Senior Manager of Marketing  
and Sales

Riaz Charania  
Director of Marketing  
and Communications

Duaa Zahra  
Digital Engagement Coordinator

Education & Community

Rohan Kulkarni  
Director of Education  
& Community Engagement

Jacqui Arntfield  
Community Activator

Finance & HR

Michelle Beveridge  
Director of Finance

Shishi Chen  
Payroll Coordinator

Nilsa Rivero  
Accounting Coordinator 
 
Rachel Shen 
Accounts Payable Coordinator

Fang Tian 
Accounting Coordinator.

Founding Members

Martha Burns 
Susan Coyne 
Ted Dykstra 

Michael Hanrahan 
Stuart Hughes 
Diana Leblanc 
Diego Matamoros 
Nancy Palk 
Albert Schultz 
Robyn Stevan 
William Webster 
Joseph Ziegler

Board of Directors

Robin Cardozo (Chair)
Nicholas Chambers (Vice Chair)
Maureen Dodig
Beverley Flynn
Julia Foster
Roger Garland 
Sarika Gundu
Judith John
Melissa Kennedy
Dana Lafarga
Karey Lunau
Anil Mohan
Sanjay Nakra
Maja Neable
James O'Sullivan
Alicia Rose
Aaron Sanderson
Martha Tory
Cindy Tripp
Alan Walker
Yasmin Warsame 
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YOUNG CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS ADMINISTR ATION

All front of house staff – f loor captains, patron service representatives, baristas and ushers -  working for the Young Centre for 
the Performing Arts are represented by Local B-173 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
 
House and Stage Technicians employed by the Young Centre for the Performing Arts are represented by Local 58 of the  
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.

Patron Services

Karen Turner 
Senior Manager Of Patron & 
Operations Services 
 
Melanie Ferreira 
Café Manager

Micah Bucholtz 
Operation Services Coordinator

Kenzie Delo  
Chloe MacPherson 
Emily Templeman 
Duty Managers 
 
Adrian Chevalier  
Shayna Linds
Senior Patron Services 
Representatives

Max Ackerman 
Adrian Chevalier 
Tushar Dalvi 
Nicholas Eddie 
Shayna Linds 
Riley Kelk 
Peter Naccarato 
Pasanun Songsaeng 
Patron Services Representatives

Max Ackerman  
Saumya Arora 
Sarah Hotke 
Peter Naccarato 
Aylin Salahshoor
Floor Captains

Max Ackerman
Ryan Bagley
Tushar Dalvi
Colleen Didur
Shaneill Floyd-Wlazlak
Jeffrey Johnston 
Riley Kelk 
Diane Kingstone 
Henry Oswald Peirson

Sarah Schmidt-McQuillan
Jishan Saha 
Kartiki Sharma  
Pasanun Songsaeng
Ushers

Jessica Wasserman 
Senior Café Associate  
  
Kirk Escriba 
Enoch Franz 
Dev Mallick  
Abhijit Nair 
Yohannes Taye 
Yezhi Kuo 
Setareh Soleimaninasab 
Baristas

I.T.

Fernando Arriola 
I.T. Manager 

Sheila Kearney Miller 
Tessitura Administrator 

Andrew Ho 
I.T. Systems Administrator

Building Operations

Greg Poulin 
Manager of Building Operation  
& Production 
 
Cole Vincent 
Building Operator

Niamh Cunningham-Closs 
Building Supervisor

Technicians

Gunes Agduk  
Andres Castillo-Smith 
Ethan Robinson 
Dalton Villeneuve-Marini 

Board of Directors 
 
Robert Brouwer (Chair) 
Eileen De Courcy 
Lachlan MacQuarrie 
Michael Herrera 
Beverley Flynn 
Leslie Hernandez 
Alan Walker 

Thank You!

Thanks to our wonderful legion  
of Young Centre volunteers  
for their continued support!

Young Centre Facilities Funding: 
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NIGHTWOOD SUPPORTERS, STAFF & BOARD LISTING

As Canada’s preeminent feminist theatre, Nightwood cultivates, creates, and produces 
extraordinary theatre by women and gender-expansive artists, liberating futures, one room at 
a time. Founded in 1979, Nightwood Theatre has created and produced award-winning plays, 
which have won Dora Mavor Moore, Chalmers, Trillium, and Governor General’s awards. The 
company is helmed by Artistic Director Andrea Donaldson and Managing Director Naz Afsahi, 
whose combined leadership has received public acclaim for artistic excellence, and the 
successful training of emerging artists.

Nightwood Theatre Team

Andrea Donaldson 
Artistic Director

Naz Afsahi 
Managing Director

Charlene Wolf 
Head of Partnerships & Giving

Jade Silman 
Artistic Associate & Head of Communications

Ashley Elliott 
Administrator – Operations & Partnerships

Nika Jalali 
Metcalf Intern Artistic Producer*

Isa Chiu 
Digital Communications Associate

Keshia Palm 
Interim Program Director: Write From The Hip

Intisar Awisse 
Incoming Program Director: Write From The Hip  
 
Cynthia GrantKim Renders 
Kim Renders  
Mary Vingoe 
Maureen White 
Founding Members

Chris Mustard 
Financial Advisor, Young & Associates

*Made possible through the Metcalf Foundation 

Nightwood Theatre Board

Jill Schoolenberg (Chair) 
Paul Butler (Secretary) 
Shreya Lathia (Treasurer) 
Edina Cavalli 
Anthea Chan 
Devin Jarcaig 
Natasha Su-Lee Kinnear 
Janice Nathanson 
Laura Pomeroy

Andrew and Lynn Torres Foundation, Nancy’s Very Own, 
Patricia J. Fleming (FBG) Fund, Stanley Shalom Zielony 
Foundation, The Paul Butler and Chris Black Foundation, 
Shum Vourkoutiotis Fund, Strombergs Family Fund, 
Sylvia Chrominska Fund

Nightwood Sponsors

FOUNDATION AND COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS

GOVERNMENT FUNDERS

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & 
NIGHTWOOD SHADOW  
RESIDENCIES

WRITE FROM THE HIP

PLAY DEVELOPMENT  
ACCELERATOR
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NIGHTWOOD INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Champion ($10,000+)
Anonymous

Partner ($5,000-9,999)
Anonymous
IATSE Local 58 Charitable Fund

Collaborator ($1,000 - 4,999)
Jacqui Allard & Burke Paterson
Edina Cavalli
Susan Gerhard
Shelley Hobbs
Valerie Hussey
Miriam Newhouse
Julie White & Ross MacGregor
Carla Rice
Vinetta Strombergs

Advocate ($500-999)
Anonymous
Sharlene Atkins
Ryan Campbell
Richard Chan 陳駿華
Matthew Chung
Joseph G. Cuyegkeng
Leah Cummings
Olivia Danylchuk
Valérie Duchesneau 
Aliah El-houni
Courtney Edwards
Courtney Evans
Lo Fine
Sheila Gibb
Rona Ghanbari
Melanie Herbin
Rose Janson
Astrid Janson
Bennett Jensen
Heidi LeBlanc
Ally Lawrence
Kristen Lloyd
Larry Lubin
Kaja Marinic
Alexandra Mealia
Ben MayerGoodman
Elizabeth McConkey
Khrystina McMillan
David Mills
Elizabeth Moore
Ed and Cindy Nowina
Heather Paterson
Allison Presse

Laura Precup-Pop
Leo Salloum
Danika So
Ari Sterlin
Jill Schoolenberg
Brennyn Watterton
Jennifer Whincup
Angela Zhu
Garrett Zehr
Lucie Zhang

Friend ($250-499)
Arya Afsahi
Krishna Balkissoon
Anthea Chan
Christine Doucet
Ian Fichtenbaum
Harriett Grant
Kamala Jean Gopie
Susan Hodkinson
H. Ian & Dorothy Macdonald
Hogg, Shain & Scheck
Susan Moellers
Penny Noble
Tracy Pratt
Tamara Lisa Thomas
Cheryl Tjok-A-Tam
Chantria Tram
Cynthia Zimmerman

Ally ($25 - 249)
Anonymous x 24
Azita Gerami & Ahmad Afsahi
Alma Bjelosevic 
Margaret Bryce
Danielle Bourgon
Alex Cameron
Naomi Campbell
Jan Caruana
Joan Cranston
BJ Danylchuk
Julia Dickson
John Dalrymple
Anne Morris-Dadson
Barbara Fingerote
Matt Fowler
Catherine Gordon
Lia De Groot
Paula Grgurich
Geoff Kolomayz
Reva Lokhande
Jeanne LeSage

Mary Milne
Robin Mackie
Rosalba Martinni
Lorna Niebergall
Eleanor O’Connor
Mary Oko
Mike Payette
Joelle Peters
Colleen Pollreis
Ursula Pflug
Georgia Quartaro
Michael Schechter
Marsha Sfeir
Paula Shewchuk
Alistair Simpson
Imre Szeman
Suzanne Thompson
Delaine Tiniakos-Doran
Victoria Urquhart
Anthea Windsor
Jonathan Warren
Anne Wessels
Elaine Wong
Hersh Zeifman
Joyce Zemans

877 Yonge Street Donors 
ABCRA
Anonymous x3
Marie Dominique Bautista
Business / Arts
Paul Butler & Chris Black 
Edina Cavalli
Anne Clarke
Viviana Comensoli
Bruce Chown
Sylvia Chrominska
John Dalrymple
Laura & Richard Dinner
Sue Donaldson
Monica Esteves
Margaret Evans
Barbara Fingerote
Denyse Fishwick
Patty Fleming
Margaret Genovese
Kamala Jean Gopie
Barbara Gordon
Cynthia Grant
Megan Hamilton
Shelly Hobbs
Caroline Howes
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NIGHTWOOD INDIVIDUAL DONORS

877 Yonge Street DonorS (CONT.)
Valerie Hussey
Astrid Janson
Nyiri Karakas
Cecil King
Kingfisher Foundation
Corinne Leon
Jeanne LeSage
Cathy Lloyd
Rosalba Martinni
Hope McIntyre
Lucy McPhee
Susan Moellers
Barbara & Kit Moore
Barbara Moses
Llana Nakonechny
Janice Nathanson
Miriam Newhouse
Heather Paterson

Anne Powell
Ellen Schoenberger
Erin Shields
Sharon Singer
Stanley Shalom Zielony 
Foundation
Victoria Steele
Vinetta Strombergs
Amanda L. Thomson
Brent Vickar
Jane Walker
Tamara Weir-Bryan
Wingshan Sandy Wu
Tamara Zielony
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Kevin & Roger Garland Sheena Macdonald & Phil Schmitt

Necessary Angel Theatre Sponsors

Diane Blake & 
Stephen Smith

LEAD SEASON  
SUPPORT

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

SEASON  
SPONSOR

SUPPORT FOR WINTER SOLSTICE

PROGRAMMING SUPPORT - THE NA LAB

Necessary Angel Theatre Company is one of English Canada’s most vital original creation and 
touring organisations. The company has a history of innovation and risk taking and engages 
theatre artists from a variety of disciplines in the creation of new work. An influential and 
original presence on the national and international theatre scene for over 40 years, the 
company has produced more than 60 productions, including 30 world premieres and 11 North 
American premieres. Work created by Necessary Angel has been nominated for and has won 
Governor General’s Awards for Drama, Chalmers Awards for Outstanding New Play, and many 
Dora Mavor Moore Awards.

NECESSARY ANGEL THEATRE COMPANY SUPPORTERS, STAFF & BOARD LISTING

Necessary Angel Theatre Team

Alan Dilworth 
Artistic Director

Kanika Ambrose 
Associate Artistic Director

Kristina McNamee 
General Manager

Leonard McHardy 
Development and Communications Coordinator

Katie Saunoris | KSPR 
Publicist 

Necessary Angel Theatre Board

Richard Stursberg, Chair 
Diane Blake, Vice Chair 
Boyd Neil, Board Secretary 
Sa’ad Shah, Co - Treasurer 
Roslyn Kaman, Co-Treasurer 
Mickey Palha 
Yashoda Ranganathan 
Nalini Stewart 
Daniel Weinzweig
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NECESSARY ANGEL THEATRE COMPANY INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$50,000 + 
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*

$20,000 + 
The Catherine & Maxwell 
Meighen Foundation*

$15,000 + 
Meehan Family Investments*

$10,000 + 
Lindy Green Family Foundation*
Sabourin Family Foundation
The McLean Foundation*

$5,000 +
Hon. Margaret Norrie  
   McCain C.C. *
Sheena Macdonald & Phil 
Schmitt*
Kevin & Roger Garland*

$3,000 +
Fondation Alex U. Soyka*
K.M. Hunter Foundation*

$1,000 +
anonymous*
Elizabeth Dilworth
Roslyn Kaman*
David Latham & Jason Miller
Sa’ad Shah*
Robert Sherrin
Jason Smith*
Richard Stursberg*
Daniel Weinzweig*

$500 +
Lisa Balfour Bowen
Alan Dilworth & Maev Beaty*
Janet Lewis
Barbara & Kit Moore
Boyd Neil*
Gail Packwood*
Yashoda Ranganathan*

$100 +
anonymous*
Joel & Amanda Attrell 
Marian Botsford Fraser *
Anuradha Chawla
Ian Chisholm
Joanne Dodsworth
Barbara Fingerote*
Astrid Janson*
Lisa Leon
Eleanor O’Connor
Judith Robertson
Douglas Rodger

$25 +
Brian Beagle
Barbara Gordon
Marlene Haywood
Stephanie Jung

* Multi-year donor.



2 2

TALK IS FREE SUPPORTERS, STAFF & BOARD LISTING

Talk is Free Sponsors

Talk Is Free Theatre has enjoyed over twenty years of developing and producing a diverse 
repertoire of over 150 immersive experiences, off-centre musicals, reinterpretations of classics, 
and new works large and small in Barrie, Toronto, across Canada and around the world. Our 
mission: to connect our vast range of cutting edge theatre with as wide an array of people as 
possible, striving every day to put artists first.

Talk is Free Team

Arkady Spivak 
Artistic Producer

Michael Torontow 
Communications Associate

Cara Mcrae 
Administrator

Dustyn Wales 
Associate Producer

Richard Lam 
Artist BIG (Basic Income Guarantee) Program Liaison

Crystal Lee 
Production Advisor

Bigger than BIG Artistic Directors 
 
Noah Beemer 
Alexis Gordon 
Gabe Maharjan 
Joe Pagnan 
David Andrew Reid 
Merlin Simard 

Talk is Free Board

Casey Farley – Chair 
Michael Collins 
Jenivieve de Vries 
Casey George 
Kim Kieller – Vice Chair 
Peter Koetsier – Treasurer 
Susan Morrison 
Jennifer Podemski 
Samuel Robertson

Founding Chair – Joe Anderson

SEASON  
SPONSOR

GOVERNMENT AND FOUNDATIONS

PLATINUM 
SPONSOR
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TALK IS FREE INDIVIDUAL DONORS

The Producer's Circle Elite
Joan & Robert Gilroy
Kim Kieller & Fred Strangway
Peter Koetsier & Wendy 
Wingfelder 

Producer’s Circle
Michael & Marilyn Abrams
Krista Alkerton
Joe Anderson & Wesley 
Yargus
Tracey Baker
Rod Burns & Glenda Kasza
Gregory Damas
Peter Dauphinee & Sharon 
Wynn
Theresa & Dominic de Castris
Sheila & Jim Delaney
Jenivieve de Vries
Sally Elston
Brenda Faragher and William 
Moore
Casey Farley
Steve and Michele Farley
Beth Foster & Robin James
Joan Gallagher-Main
Janey & Barry Green
Katie Green
Beth and Dwight Hesson
George & Janet Lougheed
Mary MacDonald
Betony Main
Paula & Michael McConvey
Cam & Jane McKenzie
Anne Menzies
Susan & Liam Morrison
Mary & Jeff Nolan
Grace Padua
Marjorie Paterson
Barry Peacock & Elizabeth 
Anderson-Peacock
Barb Robillard
Diane Rowat-Walton
Carol-Ann Ryan and Matthew 
Follwell
Shaun Sauve
Laurie and James Shaver
Pauline & Paul Stevenson
Jean & Ronald Stevens
Charles & Kathryn Talbot
Eric Taves & Nancy Harrington
Arlette Utton & Sheldon 

Pomer
Mike and Lee Anne Wiebe
Lois Yakiwchuk

Theatre Angel  
($10,000 and up)
Anonymous
Joey Miller

Producing Partner 
($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous (2)
 Gayle Brock
 Joan & Robert Gilroy

Superstar ($2,000-$4,999)
Joe Anderson & Wesley 
Yargus
 Anonymous
 Wilma Crabtree
 Metcalf Foundation

Starring Role  
($1,000-$1,999)
Anonymous

Leading Role ($500-$999)
David & Doris Blevins
Carol & Michael Harpur
Aline Revoy
Marek & Ewa Szelag

Featured Role ($250-$499)
Beth Allen
 Piri Fejes
 Ada Kallio 
 Elena Krakopolskaya
 Larissa Mair
 Richard & Melvina Mccaw
 Anthony & Monica Peckham
 Louise Pope
 Rae Smith
 Marian Stuparick

Understudy ($100-$249)
 Anonymous
 Paula Blitstein
Theresa & Dominic De Castris
Loretta & Michael Fearman
Mareka Martin
David & Gayle Mills
Penny Noble

Frank Steeve
Constance Stewart
Dianne Woodrow



ART OPENS MINDS.
Proud to support the storytellers who open our minds, 
inspiring us all to think bigger, together. That’s Enriched Thinking.®



STAY CONNECTED AND UP-TO-DATE

The artists and staff of Soulpepper and the Young Centre for the Performing Arts 
acknowledge the original caretakers and storytellers of this land —the Mississaugas 
of the Credit, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations. 
We commit to honouring and celebrating their past, present and future.

Playbill Graphic Design: lightupthesky.ca
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