
A PUBLIC READING OF 

AN UNPRODUCED SCREENPLAY 

ABOUT THE DEATH OF WALT DISNEY

By Lucas Hnath



“You can’t just let nature run wild.”

— Walt Disney



INT. YOUNG CENTRE, BAILLIE THEATRE - NIGHT

Mitchell (white, mid/late 30s, bearded, a little haggard), sits in 
the back of the darkened theatre, while a flurry of tech work occurs 
onstage. He is hunched over a laptop while holding a mug of tea, 
attempting to write his long-overdue director’s note, so as not to 
(further) delay the printing of the program.  

      MITCHELL

CUT TO:

SCENE 1

Here is a non-exhaustive list of events that have 
occurred in the eleven years since this play first 
premiered, that have been on my mind throughout 
rehearsals: 1) Elon Musk tweets “Nuke Mars”, and then 
nukes Twitter; 2) Donald Trump becomes President Donald 
Trump, but by all appearances, remains miserable; 3) 
Jeff Bezos and Richard Branson launch themselves into 
space just days apart - but refuse to carpool; 4) Google 
fails in its pilot for an “Experimental Prototype City 
of Tomorrow” on Toronto’s waterfront; 5) We all learn 
the word submersible; 6) I read Evan Osnos’ New Yorker 
article “Doomsday Prep for the Super-Rich”, and then 
think about it on a near daily basis from then on. 7) 
In 2018, leading scientists warn the UN that we only 
have 12 years to mitigate climate catastrophe, and I 
realize that I am typing this at almost exactly the 

halfway point.   

I’m not sure whether it makes me feel better or worse 
to realize that so many of our billionaires seem to be 
gaping holes of emptiness - eternally searching for 
an escape, and yet also for the prolongement of their 
supremacy. I do wonder about what would happen if we 
could successfully crack the code on cryonics, and 
assure them that they could be first in line for the 
great thaw? That this pesky mortality business need not 
apply to them. Perhaps then they might focus a little 
more on how to sustain the health of the world around 
us, and a little less on what’s up there in space, or 

lurking in the great depths of the sea?         

I’m deeply grateful to our amazing team at OtM, our 
fabulous partners at Soulpepper, this incredible group 
of artists, my brilliant assistant director Lucy Coren, 
our dedicated donors and supporters, and most of all to–  

MITCHELL

Mitchell gingerly takes a sip of his tea (earlier that day he noticed 
that the milk in the greenroom fridge was expired, but he’s decided to 
live dangerously).   



INT. WEYNI MENGESHA’S KITCHEN, TORONTO - DAY

Weyni (Black, 40’s, a multitasker and optimist)

Sits in her kitchen writing an AD note early in the morning, she 

sips her second cup of coffee and is frequently interrupted by her 

children, feeling pressured to make the program deadline, but happy 

that Mitchell’s delayed director’s note has bought her some more time. 

          WEYNI

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTLAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The artists and staff of Soulpepper, Outside the March, and the Young 

Centre for the Performing Arts acknowledge the original caretakers 

and storytellers of this land —the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 

Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations. We 

commit to honouring and celebrating their past, present and future.

SCENE 2

We loved the idea of partnering with Outside the March on 

this timely play. The pairing of this company, who has made 

a name for themselves working outside of the box, and this 

incredibly inventive playwright, Lucas Hnath, felt like a 

very fruitful combination. We were thrilled with the impulse 

to transform the Baillie Theatre into an intimate space 

to experience a character that is larger than life in our 

collective imaginations. The title role being embodied by 

Soulpepper founding member Diego Matamoros was the cherry 

on top. We are happy to welcome back Tony Ofori, fresh off 

his run in our last play, Three Sisters, Anand Rajaram who 

last was seen in our production of The 39 Steps, and to 

welcome Katherine Cullen, a long time OtM collaborator, in 

her Soulpepper debut.

Watching Walt Disney write and edit the account of his 

life before our very eyes can draw parallels to our daily 

personal positioning of our own story via social media. As 

the world continues to go through so much upheaval, how 

will we be remembered, how will we be recorded?

We are grateful to OtM and to Mitchell Cushman for gathering 

us in a circle to hear this tale. We thank you for being 

here to support live theatre.

Enjoy the show,

Weyni Mengesha



CAST & CREATIVE TEAMCAST & CREATIVE TEAM
Director – Mitchell Cushman

Walt Disney – Diego Matamoros
Roy Disney – Anand Rajaram

Ron – Tony Ofori
Daughter – Katherine Cullen

Set Designer – Anahita Dehbonehie
Lighting Designer – Nick Blais*

Sound Designer – Heidi Chan
Costume Designer – Niloufar Ziaee
Assistant Director – Lucy Coren**
Production Manager – Tori Morrison
Technical Director – James McCoy

Stage Manager – Jeff Soucy

FOR OUTSIDE THE MARCHFOR OUTSIDE THE MARCH
Producer – Adriano Sobretodo Jr.

Associate Producer – Laura McCallum
Marketing Producer – Griffin McInnes
Marketing Associate – John Wamsley

Publicity – Suzanne Cheriton & Red Eye Media
Audience Concierge – Sébastien Heins
Poster Illustration – Chloe Cushman

Marketing Graphic Design – Jared Olsever
Communications Designer – Allie Wood
Program Designer – Lindsey Middleton

FOR SOULPEPPERFOR SOULPEPPER
Scenic Artist – Christopher Blanchenot

Head Scenic Artist – Paul Boddum 
Head Carpenter – Andy DeVries

Head of Wardrobe – Ellie Koffman
Head of Props – Lisa Nighswander 

Assistant Head of Wardrobe – Kalina Popova
1st Carpenter – Bill Stahl

Production Assistant – Alex Edwards
Lighting Operator – Ethan Robinson

Audio Operator – Andres Castillo-Smith
Audio Operator - Everett Dalingwater

Deck Hand – Chelsea Santiago

* Indicated designers on this production are represented by the 
Associated Designers of Canada, IATSE Local ADC659

** Supported by the Metcalf Foundation’s Performing Arts Internship

Content Warning: The show contains some explicit language and 
implicit references to capitalism’s concentration of power in the 
hands of egoistic, emotionally-stunted men. It’s appropriate for 

audiences 12+.
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PLAYWRIGHT. Lucas Hnath’s plays include DANA H., THE THIN PLACE, HILLARY 

AND CLINTON, A DOLL’S HOUSE, PART 2, RED SPEEDO, THE CHRISTIANS, A PUBLIC 

READING OF AN UNPRODUCED SCREENPLAY ABOUT THE DEATH OF WALT DISNEY, 

ISAAC’S EYE, and DEATH TAX. He has been produced on Broadway at the John 

Golden and Lyceum Theatres; Off-Broadway at New York Theatre Workshop, The 

Vineyard, Playwrights Horizons, Soho Rep, and Ensemble Studio Theatre; 

and premiered work regionally at the Goodman, Center Theatre Group, 

Humana Festival of New Plays, Victory Gardens, and South Coast Repertory. 

He is a New York Theatre Workshop Usual Suspect, a member of Ensemble 

Studio Theatre, and an alumnus of New Dramatists. Awards: Whiting Award, 

Guggenheim Fellowship, Kesselring Prize, Outer Critics Circle Award for 

Best New Play, Obie Award, Steinberg Playwright Award, Windham-Campbell 

Literary Prize, Lucille Lortel Award, and a Tony  Nomination for Best Play.

LUCAS HNATHLUCAS HNATH

MITCHELL CUSHMAN MITCHELL CUSHMAN 

DIRECTOR. Mitchell Cushman is a director, creator, & founding Artistic 

Director of Outside the March, one of Canada’s leading immersive theatre 

companies. Past OtM Productions include: No Save Points, Trojan Girls & The 

Outhouse of Atreus, The Ex-Boyfriend Yard Sale, Lessons in Temperament, 

The Flick, The Tape Escape, Dr. Silver, Jerusalem, TomorrowLove, Mr. 

Burns, Vitals, Passion Play, Terminus and Mr. Marmalade. His work has 

been seen on stages as large as The Stratford Festival & The Royal 

Alexandra Theatre, in spaces as intimate as kindergarten classrooms and 

living rooms, and in locales as far-flung as London, New York, Argentina, 

Edinburgh, Munich, Finland and Japan. Mitchell has been the recipient of 

the Siminovitch protégé Award, two Dora Awards for Outstanding Direction, 

and his shows have received 4 Dora Awards for Outstanding Production, 

and 14 Toronto Theatre Critics Awards. Much love to Amy, Rosencatz 

and Guildenpurr (only one of whom is supportive enough to read this).  

DIEGO MATAMOROSDIEGO MATAMOROS
WALT DISNEY. Diego Matamoros is a founding member of the Soulpepper 

Theatre Company and has, over the past 25 years, performed major roles in 

more than 70 of its productions. In an acting career now spanning more than 

four decades Mr. Matamoros has performed in theatres across Canada, in the 

United States, including Off-Broadway, as well as in London, England. In 

2022 he played the role of Gloucester in KING LEAR opposite Kathryn Hunter 

(in the title role) at Shakespeare’s Globe on London’s South Bank. He has 

co-created, co-directed, and performed original works for Soulpepper, 

including a stage adaptation of Jorge Luis Borges’ short story THE ALEPH 

and in 1917 another original piece entitled CAGE which he performed in 

New York City as well as at Soulpepper in Toronto. He is the recipient 

of several Canadian acting awards for his theatre and television work.
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ANAND RAJARAMANAND RAJARAM

ROY DISNEY. Anand is an improviser, actor, playwright, director, musician, 

teacher & puppeteer. Recently, he was in Mahabharata (Shaw Festival), Uncle 

Vanya (Crow’s/Mirvish), Buffoon by Anosh Irani & Mustard by Kat Sandler 

(Tarragon, Dora award for both), 39 Steps & Noises Off! (Soulpepper), 

adapted/performed Rohinton Mistry’s The Scream, (SummerWorks, Best 

Production), and has performed at Second City, Stratford, VideoCabaret, 

and others. He’s an accomplished film & tv performer, voiceover artist for 

video games & cartoons, directed As You Like It (Canadian Stage’s Dream in 

High Park), Low Pay Don’t Pay (George Brown theatre school), and 3 Penguin 

Audiobooks (Swimming in the Monsoons & Mansions of the Moon by Shyam 

Selvadurai, Tell Me Pleasant Things About Immortality by Lindsay Wong), and 

narrated novels, including Kill The Mall by Pasha Malla and Tell It To The 

Trees by Anita Rau Badami.  He is artistic director of @N@f@N@ (theatre) 

and Cardboard Dreams (digital media). Social media: HRH Anand Rajaram.

TONY OFORI TONY OFORI 

RON. Tony was born in Toronto, ON. He is a Humber College and York 

University Alumni. Want to know what’s next for Tony? Check him out at www.

tonyofori.com and catch Fat Ham at Canadian Stage. Past theatre credits 

include: Three Sisters (Obsidian/Soulpepper), Actually (Obsidian/Harold 

Green), Wildwoman (Soulpepper), Fall On Your Knees (NAC/Vita Brevis/

Canadian Stage/Neptune/Grand), Bunny, Copy That (Tarragon Theatre), 

Serving Elizabeth (Western Canada Theatre). For his 2022 performance 

in Soulpepper’s Pipeline he received a Dora Nomination – Outstanding 

Performance in a Leading Role. Film & TV credits include: Supergirl, 

A Royal Queens Christmas, Amazing Grace, The Boys, Coroner, Murdoch 

Mysteries, The Trades, Star Trek. Currently, Tony can be seen on Apple 

TV’s season 3 of Daytime Emmy winning show Ghostwriter as Malcolm Turner. 

KATHERINE CULLENKATHERINE CULLEN
DAUGHTER. Katherine is a founding member of Outside The March theatre 

company. Select theatre credits include Mr. Marmalade, Passion Play, 

Vitals (Dora nomination Outstanding Performance), The Prince of Homberg 

(Talk Is Free), Mr. Burns: A Post Electric Play (Outside The March), 

TomorrowLove (OTM; My Entertainment Theatre Award, Best Supporting 

Actress), The Nether (Studio 180 and The Coal Mine; Dora nomination 

Best Ensemble), Trojan Girl (Factory/Outside The March). Katherine has 

also performed her show Stupidhead! A Musical Comedy (Theatre Passe 

Muraille) which she co-created with composer and lyricist Britta Johnson. 

Stupidhead! was nominated for a Dora award for Outstanding New Play. 

Select TV/Film credits include: Fahrenheit 451 (HBO), The Handmaid’s 

Tale, A Simple Favor (Dir. Paul Feig). This her Soulpepper debut and 

she is thrilled to be working with such an excellent company of artists. 

Special thanks goes to her husband Colin Doyle and daughter Lily.
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ANAHITA DEHBONEHIEANAHITA DEHBONEHIE

SET DESIGNER. Anahita Dehbonehie is an Iranian artist currently based in 

Toronto. Her practice extends across design, direction and playwriting. 

Anahita’s work has been featured across Canada and internationally, 

including at the Prague Quadrennial, The Vilnius Capital of Culture, 

and the Moscow Museum of Modern Art.  Her work on both stage and screen 

has been recognized with multiple awards and nominations. She has twice 

appeared on Now Magazine’s list of Top Ten Theatre Artists of the Year 

and is a former participant of Write From the Hip. Currently in residence 

at Tarragon Theatre under the Urjo Kareda residency, she is committed to 

work that questions positions of power and creates space for contemporary 

conversation. Anahita is a graduate of the California Institute of 

the Arts, the Norwegian Theatre Academy and the Soulpepper Academy.

NICK BLAISNICK BLAIS

LIGHTING DESIGNER Nick Blais designs across Canada in all manner of 

discipline and venue: from theatres, parks, abandoned buildings, schools, 

storefronts, living rooms and concert halls. As Head of Design for 

Outside the March, Nick specializes in creating and facilitating thematic, 

impactful designs, and transforming unconventional spaces into immersive, 

dramatic environments. Nick has received Dora Mavor Moore Awards in 

Toronto for both set and lighting design, nominated for the Virginia 

Myrtle Cooper award in costume design, and various other awards and 

nominations across the country. Select credits: Wildwoman (Soulpepper); 

Things I Know to be True (Mirvish / Company); Lessons in Temperament, 

Trojan Girls, The Flick, Jerusalem, Terminus (Outside the March); Curious 

Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime, Into the Woods (YES Theatre); 

The Effect, Antipodes, Marjorie Prime (Coal Mine Theatre); Rock of Ages 

(More); Noir (Frog in Hand); Human Animals, Dissidents, (ARC); Sweeney 

Todd (TIFT); Glass Menagerie (Grand); Vespers (Royal Winnipeg Ballet); 

West Side Story (Citadel); and Brantwood (Sheridan).  Nblaisdesign.com

HEIDI CHANHEIDI CHAN
SOUND DESIGNER. Heidi Chan composes and performs music and designs sound for 

theatre and dance. Heidi plays bamboo flutes, percussion (including Japanese 

taiko), and modular synthesizers. Past Outside the March include: Trojan Girls 

and the Outhouse of Atreus (2022), No Save Points (2023). Select theatre credits: 

Titus Andronicus 2.0, Macbeth (Tang Shu-Wing Studio–Hong Kong); Midsummer 

Night’s Dream (Shakespeare’s Globe–UK); Iphigenia and the Furies (On Taurian 

Land) (Sagacollectif/Architect Theatre/Passe Muraille); The Tempest (Company 

of Fools); Wing Night at the Boot, Team on the Hill, Café Daughter (Blyth); She 

Kills Monsters (Daisy Productions); Anahita’s Republic (Bustle & Beast), Into 

The Woods (Dead Name Theatre); A Number (That Arts Group), Waterfall (Theatre 

Gargantua). Upcoming: The Orphan of Chao (Shaw 2024); The Trials of Maggie Pollack, 

Onions & Peach Fuzz: The Farmerettes (Blyth 2024). https://linktr.ee/heidiwychan
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NILOUFAR ZIAEENILOUFAR ZIAEE
COSTUME DESIGNER. Niloufar Ziaee is a filmmaker and multidisciplinary artist 

from Iran who has made Canada her home since 2016. Since then, Nilou has worked 

as an art director, costume designer, set dresser and painter across multiple 

mediums. She is passionate about the power of collective storytelling 

and relishes the opportunity to introduce her audience to new worlds. 

Previously, her work has been seen at the Miss Eco International Competition 

in Egypt. She holds a degree in Fashion Design from George Brown College.

LUCY CORENLUCY COREN

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR. Lucy Coren is a theatre creator, producer and dramaturg. 

She received her MA in Dramaturgy at the University of Kent and worked 

in the UK for several years before returning home to Toronto in 2020. 

In Canada she’s produced for Factory Theatre, Native Earth Performing 

Arts and Outside the March. She’s the creator of Transfers (SummerWorks 

2022) and How We play(ed) (Forward March 2023.) Lucy has been a Buzz 

Artist with Theatre Passe Muraille, was an artist-researcher with Project: 

Humanity where she created It’s a Shame, and is currently the Acting 

Artistic Associate for the National Creation Fund. She is completing 

a Metcalf Internship with Outside the March in Artistic Direction. 

TORI MORRISONTORI MORRISON

PRODUCTION MANAGER. Tori is the production manager for Outside the March. 

Her work takes an experimental approach, shaped by her interdisciplinary 

experience.  She collaborates with writer David Gagnon Walker as Strange 

Victory Performance, and is 1/2 of the producing team for Tiny Bear 

Jaws (an independent theatre company with teeth). She has toured work 

around Canada and internationally bringing shows to France, Finland, 

the United States and Australia. She is an alumnus of the Canadian 

Film Centre’s Slaight Family Music Lab and the National Theatre School 

of Canada. She is a co-founder of Edmonton’s annual Found Festival 

of site-specific and immersive art which has been running since 2011.

JAMES MCCOYJAMES MCCOY

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR. James McCoy (he/they) is a queer theatre artist 

currently working in the Niagara region. A graduate of Brock University and 

the National Theatre School, James specializes in all areas of theatrical 

tech, design, and management. He also enjoys teaching and mentoring 

emerging designers and technicians, looking forward to when he can work 

alongside them. James has worked with a variety of companies in a variety 

of positions. Credits include Lighting Designer for “Nobody’s Children” 

(Yellow Door Theatre Projects), Projections Designer and Video Editor for 

“Fever/Dream” (Brock University), Video Designer and Editor for “ARKangel 

(Hypothetical Bad Idea), Instructor in Brock University’s Dramatic Arts 

program, and Technical Director for Suitcase in Point. James is currently 

working on combining their love for games, story, and performance by 

designing experiences similar to escape rooms and murder mysteries.
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JEFF SOUCYJEFF SOUCY

STAGE MANAGER. Jeff is honoured to be back for a fourth time in Mitchell 

Cushman’s orbit. He is a bilingual stage manager with a creative and 

performance background, having graduated from Randolph College for the 

Performing Arts. Selected stage management credits include The Effect 

(Coal Mine Theatre), No Save Points (Outside The March), Mamma Mia! 

(Tweed & Co), Les Zinspiré.e.s 11, Le club des éphémères (TfT), très 

loin (BoucharDanse) Sweeney Todd, Pal Joey (TIFT), and Heroine (TNB).

ADRIANO SOBRETODO JR.ADRIANO SOBRETODO JR.

PRODUCER. Adriano is a theatre producer, stage & screen actor, and 

acting instructor.  He is the current Co-Artistic Director of Dora-

Award winning Litmus Theatre (Brave New World, Birth of Frankenstein, 

Matchbox Macbeth) as well as General Manager of Theatre Smith-Gilmour.  A 

graduate of York University’s MFA Acting Conservatory, Adriano has also 

been involved in several theatre and screen projects as a performer. 

Select stage roles include: Brutus in Portia’s Julius Caesar (Shakespeare 

in the Ruff, Toronto Star Top Production); Mowgli in The Jungle Book 

(Manitoba Theatre for Young People); The Container (TheatreFix, MTA 

Best Supporting Actor Nominee).  And for the screen: Run the Burbs 

(CBC); The Strain (FX, directed by Guillermo del Toro); recurring roles 

on Covert Affairs (USA) and Alphas (SyFy).  Adriano also taught First 

Year Acting in York University’s Theatre Department and currently 

freelances as an Acting Coach for theatre and film. adrianosobretodojr.com

GRIFFIN MCINNESGRIFFIN MCINNES
MARKETING PRODUCER. Griffin McInnes is a theatre maker with a creation 

practice guided by the belief that form—how performance is experienced—

is singularly powerful. He’s an experienced producer and a core team 

member at Outside the March, and Tarragon Theatre’s 2023 Bulmash-

Siegel award recipient. Read more about his work at griffinmcinnes.com.

JOHN WAMSLEYJOHN WAMSLEY

MARKETING ASSOCIATE. John Wamsley is of Anishinaabe-Ojibway and British 

descent, and a member of the Alderville First Nation. He is an actor, theatre 

creator and social media producer. Theatre credits include: Richard II, 

Grand Magic, Love’s Labour’s Lost, 1939 (Stratford Festival); A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream (Shakespeare BASH’d); Timothy Findley’s The Wars (Grand 

Theatre); The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Hart House Theatre); 

The Importance of Being Earnest (Theatre Erindale). John has worked as a 

Social Media Producer and Community Manager for the Toronto International 

Film Festival (TIFF), Pride Toronto, and Paprika Festival, among others. 

John is a graduate of the Theatre and Drama Studies Program at the University 

of Toronto Mississauga and Sheridan College. For more: www.johnwamsley.ca
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ABOUT OUTSIDE THE MARCH ABOUT OUTSIDE THE MARCH 
Outside the March creates unforgettable immersive encounters—redefining 
the experience of theatre for a new generation of audiences. Since 2009 
we’ve welcomed our audiences to over 20 critically celebrated, award-
winning productions that seek to embody our values of Curiosity, Care, 

Thrills, Connection and Immersion. 
 

STAFFSTAFF
Artistic Director: Mitchell Cushman

Managing Producer: Katherine Devin Rosenfeld
Creative Producer: Griffin McInnes
General Manager: Laura McCallum

Associate Artistic Director: Sébastien Heins
Production Manager: Tori Morrison
Artistic Associate: Lucy Coren**

Communications Designer: Allie Wood
Marketing Associate: John Wamsley

Head of Design: Nick Blais
Consulting Producer, New Work Development: David Daniels

** Position generously supported by the Metcalf Foundation’s Performing 
Arts Internship 

ARTISTIC COUNCILARTISTIC COUNCIL
Ishai Buchbinder
Katherine Cullen

Anahita Dehbonehie
Jeff Ho

Amy Keating
Michelle Yagi

BOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS
Madeleine Cohen, Chair
Austin Wong, Treasurer

Josée Rheault, Secretary
Simon Bloom
Samantha Fox
Phil Morcos
Katie Severs
Jasmine Spei 

David Lint, Board Emeritus
Eloise Ballou, Board Emeritus and Safe Work Representative
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LEAD PRODUCTION SUPPORTERSLEAD PRODUCTION SUPPORTERS
Richard Rooney & Laura Dinner

$50,000+$50,000+
The Hilary & Galen Weston Foundation
Richard Rooney & Laura Dinner

$25,000+$25,000+
Sandra & Jim Pitblado
David Daniels & Kate Alexander Daniels

$20,000+$20,000+
Josh Hellyer & Audrey S. Hellyer Foundation

$15,000+$15,000+
Andrew & Hillary Cumming
Bulmash-Siegel Foundation
Stanley Shalom Zielony Foundation
Anonymous

$5,000+$5,000+
Emerald Foundation
Paula Fleck & Anna Simone
David Lint
Josée Rheault
Sylvia Soyka
Jasmine Spei & Steve Mitton
Joan Willingham
Nancy Wilson

$1,000+$1,000+
Simon Bloom
Madeleine Cohen
Dorothy Engelman
Stephen & Michele Farley
Barbara Fogler
Samantha Fox
Karen Franklin
Andrew Gillespie
Chris Green 
Shari Hollett
Kent James
Phil Marcos
Burke Paterson & Jacqueline Allard
Brett Purcell
Kayla Rocha
Gale Rubenstein
Katie Severs

Katherine Siminovitch
Robert Sirman
Andrew Smith & Ruth Bothern
St. George Society
Andra Takacs & Bryan Davies
Les & Ellen Wallace
Diane Walker & Rob Bell

$100+$100+
Gordon Brown
Heidi Chan
Susan Cohen
Jonathan Cummings
Shannon Currie
Barbara Fingerote
Rhonda Devlin
Colin Doyle
Anne Fleming
John Heins
Thomas Keating
Pia Kleber
Arianne M. Matte
Jackie Rothstein
Esther Rosenfeld
Sari Teitelbaum
Jesse Watts
Shaunie Young

Up to $99Up to $99
Shira Babins
Max Borowski
Edina Cavalli
Tracey Chin
Len Dvorkin
Tova Epp
Zoey Gould
Veronika Hurnik
Kate Lushington
Seana McKenna
Jim Millan
Laura McCallum
Allan Moscovitch
Eric Petersen
Pierre Simpson
Idelette Steeg Alexis
Diana Tso
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Thank you to our supporters:



CREATIVE TRUSTCREATIVE TRUST
Naomi Blackman
Simon Bloom

Madeleine Cohen
Dorothy Engelman

Samantha Fox
Paula Fleck & Anna Simone

Karen Franklin
Andrew Gillespie

Chris Green
Rob Hall

Shari Hollett
Kent James
David Lint

Michael MacMillan
Phil Marcos

Burke Paterson & Jacqueline Allard
Brett Purcell & Bronwyn Gray

Josée Rheault
Gale Rubenstein
Katie Severs

Katherine Siminovitch
Robert Sirman

Andrew Smith & Ruth Bothern
Jasmine Spei

Andra Takacs & Bryan Davies
Diane Walker & Rob Bell

Les & Ellen Wallace
Joan Willingham

Austin Wong
Tamara Zielony

If we have erred in the spelling, listing or omission of your name, 
please accept our sincerest apologies and contact us at katherine@

outsidethemarch.ca so we may correct our records for future 
publications.
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ADMINISTRATIONADMINISTRATION
Artistic Director: Weyni Mengesha
Executive Director: Gideon Arthurs

Executive Assistant to the Executive Director: Ece Aydin
Associate Artistic Director: Luke Reece

Literary Associate: Joanna Falck
Slaight Family Director of Music: Frank Cox-O’Connell

Executive Producer: Jonathan Heppner
Producer: Annie Clarke
Producer: Robyn Hoja

Associate Producer: Julia Carrano
Senior Production Manager: Jasmine Knox
Production Manager: Patricia Vinluan
Technical Director: Leslie Hernandez

Assistant Technical Director: Nicholas Beardsley
Assistant Technical Director: Rhett Costin

Head Carpenter: Andy DeVries
Head of Properties: Lisa Nighswander

Head Scenic Artist: Paul Boddum
Head of Wardrobe: Ellie Koffman

Assistant Head of Wardrobe: Kalina Popova
Production Assistant: Alex Edwards

Development Manager, Individual Giving: Adele Kei
Development & Artistic Coordinator: Nadia Kwiatkowski
Director of Marketing & Communications: Riaz Charania

Content Manager: Ajay Patel
Marketing Coordinator: Kara Austria

Director of Education & Community Engagement: Rohan Kulkarni
Education Coordinator: Ahlam Hassan
Community Activator: Jacqui Arntfield
People & Culture Manager: Meg Webster

Director of Finance: Michelle Beveridge
Payroll Coordinator: Shishi Chen

Accounting Coordinator: Nilsa Rivero
Accounts Payable: Lakshmi Vakacharla

Soulpepper creates powerful experiences that bring people together 
through art. We believe that stories connect us and can bring about 
social change. We have produced some of Toronto’s most successful 

theatrical productions, seen by over 50,000 audience members each year, 
and have received over 30 awards. Soulpepper has produced some of 

Toronto’s most successful theatrical productions, including Angels in 
America, A Streetcar Named Desire, Alligator Pie, ‘da Kink in My Hair, 
and Kim’s Convenience which was adapted into a successful television 

show by CBC. 
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FOUNDING MEMBERSFOUNDING MEMBERS
Martha Burns
Susan Coyne
Ted Dykstra

Michael Hanrahan
Stuart Hughes
Diana Leblanc

Diego Matamoros
Nancy Palk

Albert Schultz
Robyn Stevan

William Webster
Joseph Ziegler

BOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS
Robin Cardozo (Chair)

Nicholas Chambers (Vice Chair)
John Chang

Casey Chisick
Maureen Dodig

Charmain Emerson
Beverley Flynn
Julia Foster
Roger Garland
Anil Mohan

Melissa Kennedy
Dana Lafarga (Vice Chair)

Jackie Moss
Sanjay Nakra
Maja Neable

Aaron Sanderson
James O’Sullivan

Alicia Rose
Martha Tory
Alan Walker

Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper 
are represented by Local 828 of the International Alliance of Theatrical 

Stage Employees
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Soulpepper is very grateful to all of the individuals, corporations, 
foundations, and government agencies who contribute to its continued growth 
and success.  Donor support allows Soulpepper to offer employment to artists, 
to cultivate an environment of creation and exploration, and to enrich the 
community with great theatre. The generosity of our many supporters makes 
everything we do at Soulpepper possible. 

TO MAKE A DONATION  VISIT: TO MAKE A DONATION  VISIT: 
soulpepper.ca/donate CALL: 416 203 6264 x 145 EMAIL: development@soulpepper.ca

CORPORATE & FOUNDATIONS $300,000+CORPORATE & FOUNDATIONS $300,000+
The Slaight Family Foundation*

$125,000-$299,999$125,000-$299,999
The Catherine and Maxwell \ Meighen Foundation
The Hilary and Galen Weston Foundation
RBC Foundation*

$75,000-$124,999$75,000-$124,999
BMO Financial Group*
CIBC*
George Cedric Metcalf 
Charitable Foundation
Scotia Wealth Management*
Sun Life Financial*
TD Bank Group*

$25,000-$74,999$25,000-$74,999
Canada Life*
The Keg Spirit Foundation
Kingfisher Foundation
Polar Asset Management Partners*
Power Corporation of Canada
Toronto Raptors 

$10,000-$24,999$10,000-$24,999
Azrieli Foundation
The Joan & Clifford Hatch Foundation*
Middlefield Resource Funds*
1 anonymous supporter of Soulpepper

$5,000-$9,999$5,000-$9,999
Anako Foundation
Boyden Global Executive Search
Bulmash-Siegel Foundation
The Browning Watt Foundation*
Distillery Restaurant Corporation
Pitblado Family Foundation*
Morgan Meighen & Associates*
National Bank of Canada
Tricon Residential
The William and Nona Heaslip Foundation

INDIVIDUALINDIVIDUAL
Major Gifts: $100,000+
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*
The Estate of Susan Brenninkmeyer
Gary & Donna Slaight*
Sylvia Soyka*

Major Gifts: $50,000-$99,999Major Gifts: $50,000-$99,999
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf*
Kathleen & Bill Troost*

Artistic Director’s Circle: Artistic Director’s Circle: 
$25,000-$49,999$25,000-$49,999
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech* 
Victor & Maureen Dodig* 
Kevin & Roger Garland*
Melissa Kennedy
Karrin Powys-Lybbe & Chris von Boetticher*

Soul Circle: $10,000-$24,999
Marilyn & Charles Baillie*
Salah Bachir & Jacob Yerex
Rob & Teresa Brouwer*
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson*
Robert & Julia Foster
The Estate of Eva Marie Green
Sonny Goldstein & Dr. Betty Rozendaal
Dana Lafarga*
Bill Morneau & Nancy McCain* 
Sanjay Nakra 
James and Sandra Pitblado*
James O’Sullivan & Lucie Vallée
Yasmin Warsame

CONT’D

Up to $4,999 Up to $4,999  
Balfour Bowen Family Foundation*
The Henry White Kinnear Foundation*
Geist Family Foundation*
Jackman Foundation*
The Norman & Margaret Jewison Foundation*
The Racioppo Family Foundation
The Nick & Lynn Ross 
Charitable Foundation*
The Kit Skelly Foundation

Soulpepper extends our special gratitude to members of our Soul Mates 
program, who donate monthly to support our artistic & educational 
programming.

SOULPEPPER DONORS SOULPEPPER DONORS 



Heart & Soul: $5,000-$9,999Heart & Soul: $5,000-$9,999
Gideon Arthurs & Erin Shields+
David Brown*
Melissa Clarke
Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux*
Beverley Flynn
Dave Friesema & Sanyo Lue-Kim
Kiessling/Isaak Family*
Nancy Jain
Sheena Macdonald & Phil Schmitt*
John & Kay McKellar*
Jacqueline Moss
Maja Neable
Aaron Sanderson & Kevin Keystone
Helen Sinclair*
Alan Walker*
Sally Wright*
Janet & Bill Young*

Curtain Club: $2,500-$4,999Curtain Club: $2,500-$4,999
Harry Arthurs
Elspeth Bowler*
Martha & George Butterfield*
John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Denise Donlon*
Shira Hart*
Robin Heintzman & Gordon Currie*
Kent James
Christopher Lee & Paula Mosbrucker
Daniel McCarthy*
Anil Mohan
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*
Martha Tory

  

In Memory of Elizabeth Maynes
Kit and Barbara Moore*
Alice Morgan
Ed & Cindy Nowina*
David & Barbara Payne
Mazi Raz
Ann Savege*
Andrew Scriver
Ivor & Renee Simmons*
Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson*
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee*
Sunanda Vaidheesh
Ronald McDonald House Charities Canada
2 anonymous supporter of Soulpepper 

Friend: $250-$999Friend: $250-$999
Jacqueline Allard
Nancy & Albert Alexanian
Kerri Anderson
Wendy Balfour
Carol Barber*
Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Guy Beaudin
Janet Beck*
Terry Bisset*
Anna Bolton
Shelley Boyes
Theresa Boyle*
Mary Lou Brock*
William Broughton
Graham Brunke*
Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting*
Helena Bzonkova*
Brian Carr*
Edina Cavalli
Elizabeth Charal
Karen Cheah*
Gayle Corcoran
Claudia Colas
Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
Joan D. Cranston*
Bill Crothers*
Leslie Dan*
Carol Dalgado
Mark & Rita Daniel*
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Steven D. Donohoe*
Debbie Dumaresq
Sheona Duthie & Patrick McHugh
Patricia A. Elliot*
Steven Endicott
Chris Elson
The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier*
Barbara Fingerote*
Graham & Silke Flint
David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Penelope Fridman
Jordan Glick & Rona Kosansky
March Gregoroff
Zeljko Grujic
Doreen Gryfe*

Benefactor: $1,000-$2,499Benefactor: $1,000-$2,499
Alexandra Baillie
Richard J Balfour*
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Michelle Beveridge+
David & Patti Bragg*
Jane & Bob Clapp
Bill Douglas*
L. Drake
Charmain Emerson
Russell & Carol Finch*
Andrew Gillespie
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*
Jamie Goad
Sari Goldenberg*
Kamala Jean Gopie
Mark & Catherine Graham
Mary Hallward
The Estate Of Brenda Mary Hamer
The Pat and Tony Adams Freedom Fund For The Arts
Vic & Marion Hepburn
Ellen Hill
Dominique Hussey
Elaine Kierans & Shawn McReynolds*
Diane King*
Jean Kitchen*
Krystal Kwan
Anne Layton & Jamie Isbister*
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*

CONT’D



Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Joe Hoja
Clive Houseman
Susan & Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Ann Humphreys
Kishwar Iqbal
Alison Janzen
Alicia Jeffery
Judith John
Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Robert Kee
Don & Francie Kendal*
Claire Kennedy
Mohamed Khaki
Raj & Shaila Kothari*
Maria Larina+
Dale Lawr*
V. Leapman
Victoria Lee
Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner
Elizabeth Leonard
Linda Lewis
Martha Loewen
Oliver & Gillian Long*
Larry Lubin*
Gail MacNaughton
Michèle Maheux
Joanna Martin
Kelly McDonald & Greg Sigurdson*
Donald & Helen McGillivray*
Linda McGuire
Dr. Janet E. McIntosh*
Micheline McKay & Richard Comparey*
Mark McLean
Susan Moellers*
Margaret and Gary Mousseau
Dorothy Morari & James Mryglad*
Mary Jane Mossman & Brian Bucknall*
Steve Munro*
Paul Murphy*
Patricia O’Brien
Brian O’Leary*
Ghazala Parvez and Frank Fuernkranz*
Ken Pearl
Stephen Phillips*
Catharine Pickett*
Diane Pitblado
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis*
Stephen Uzielli & Robin Siegerman*
Alicia Rose
Catherine Seton
Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn*
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris Reed*
Heather Shapero

Maureen Simpson & Almos Tassonyi
Phillip Silver
Cecilia Smith
Larry Smith & Geri Kozorys-Smith*
James Stuart
Jill Strimas
Carol Strom
Carol Swindell
Karen Turner+
W. Michael Than*
Jan & Ken Thompson*
Doug & Gail Todgham*
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Teresa Walsh
Joan & Robert Weppler
Greg Wilkie
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Irene & Hastings Withers
Joan Woodward
Marc Zwelling
2 anonymous supporters of Soulpepper
 
Soulpepper Legacy CircleSoulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have generously arranged bequests 
to Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
7 anonymous friends of Soulpepper

Women Centre StageWomen Centre Stage
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Roger & Kevin Garland
Kiessling/Isaak Family
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra
Jaqui Parchment
Sheila Phillips
Karrin Powys-Lybbe & Chris 
von Boetticher
Ed Sangmuah
Vinetta Strombergs
Lucinda Widdrington
Denise Zarn
The Pat & Tony Adams Freedom Trust
 
Women Centre Stage Co-Chairs Women Centre Stage Co-Chairs 
(2020 – Present):(2020 – Present):
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra

If we have erred in the spelling, listing or omission of your name, please accept our sincerest 
apologies and contact us at 416 203 6264 x.145 or development@soulpepper.ca  so we may correct 
our records for future publications.  
Individuals recognized for donations made between  April 1, 2023 - April 1, 2024  
* Donors who have given to  Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years  

+ Soulpepper staff and Artist donors 

CONT’D



ADMINISTRATIONADMINISTRATION
Senior Manager Of Patron & Operations Services: Karen Turner
Manager Of Patron Services: Tina Jones
Café Manager: Melanie Ferreira
Operation Services Coordinator: Micah Bucholtz
Duty Manager: Kenzie Delo
Duty Manager: Emily Templeman
Senior Patron Services Representative: Adrian Chevalier
Senior Patron Services Representative: Shayna Linds
Senior Patron Services Representative: Chloe MacPherson
Patron Services Representative: Max Ackerman
Patron Services Representative: Saumya Arora
Patron Services Representative: Adrian Chevalier
Patron Services Representative: Tushar Dalvi
Patron Services Representative: Nicholas Eddie
Patron Services Representative: Shayna Linds
Patron Services Representative: Riley Kelk
Patron Services Representative: Aylin Salahshoor
Floor Captain: Saumya Arora
Floor Captain: Peter Naccarato
Usher: Max Ackerman
Usher: Ryan Bagley
Usher: Renee Christianson
Usher: Tushar Dalvi
Usher: Tavaree Daniel-Simms
Usher: Wesam Debek
Usher: Colleen Didur
Usher: Shaneill Floyd-Wlazlak
Usher: Jeffrey Johnston
Usher: Riley Kelk
Usher: Alice Nguyen
Usher: Henry Oswald Peirson
Usher: Sarah Schmidt-McQuillan
Usher: Pasanun Songsaeng
Usher: Sara Sue Vallee
Senior Café Associate: Jessica Wasserman
Barista: Kirk Escriba
Barista: Gautami Gangawane
Barista: Maxwell Gemmell
Barista: Shreya Khana
Barista: Dev Mallick
Barista: Yohannes Taye
Barista: Yezhi Kuo
I.T. Manager: Fernando Arriola
Tessitura Administrator: Sheila Kearney Miller
I.T. Systems Administrator: Andrew Ho
Manager of Building Operation & 
Production: Greg Poulin
Building Operator: Cole Vincent
Building Supervisor: Niamh Cunningham-Closs
Technician: Gunes Agduk
Technician: Andres Castillo-Smith
Technician: Ethan Robinson
Technician: Dalton Villeneuve-Marini

BOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Chang
Annie Clarke
Rob Brouwer
Luigi Ferrara
Beverley Flynn
Michael Herrera
Nancy Prenevost

Thanks to our wonderful legion of 

Young Centre volunteers for their 

continued support!

All front of house staff – 

floor captains, patron service 

representatives, baristas and 

ushers - working for the Young 

Centre for the Performing Arts 

are represented by Local B-173 

of the International Alliance of 

Theatrical Stage Employees. House 

and Stage Technicians employed 

by the Young Centre for the 

Performing Arts are represented 

by Local 58 of the International 

Alliance of Theatrical Stage 

Employees.

CONT’D
YOUNG CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS YOUNG CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 



The production design concept for A Public Reading of an Unproduced Screenplay 
About the Death of Walt Disney was developed in partnership with Humber College’s 

Theatre Arts - Technical Production program. 

Thank you to all the staff and students who contributed to the workshop: 

STUDENTSSTUDENTS
Jeuel Balane

Matthew Canning
Philip Carr

Amanda Daniel De Medeiros
Nathan De Medeiros
Katherine Dover
Matthew Hall
Ekho Heyer

Indika Jeansonne
Shanthi Joseph 
Hyeeun Kang
Aiden Keller

Arantza Luna Lopez
Mya Martinez Aguilar

Luke Murray
Bharat Vyas Nanduru

Erin Nazar
Maria Nguyen
Bryce Poe

Samuel Poole
Alejandro Garcia Rodriguez

Amanda Luiza Sampaio
Shania Scott

Daniela Aguilar Villasenor
Jadon Van Alphen
Mickey Morgan

Thank you also to our four Artistic Accomplices for helping to bring the 
characters to life:

Spencer Allder
Saskia Muller
Lili Robinson
Alexia Vassos 

STAFFSTAFF
Alannah Dzijacky

Alex Gilbert
Tanya Greve

Adrian Hillis
Glen McCann

Barbara Martin
David Rayfield

Lisa Van Oorschot

Thank you to everyone who made this production possible, including:
David Ben

Derrick Chua
Hussein Esmail
Jamie Faraday
Yoni Newman

Dr. Jason Nolan, Responsive 
Ecologies Lab, Toronto Metropolitan University

Courtney Pyke
Timothy Tozer
Bharat Vyas

CONT’D THANK YOUSTHANK YOUS



Thank you to our public funders, foundations and sponsors:

We would love to hear more about your marketing & outreach 

needs and create a unique partnership package just for you! To 

learn more about Partnership and Sponsor opportunities, please 

contact our Managing Producer, Katherine Devlin Rosenfeld: 

katherine@outsidethemarch.ca.

CONT’D
OUTSIDE THE MARCHOUTSIDE THE MARCH



We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following:

TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT    MUSIC SPONSOR

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

SOULPEPPER ACADEMY

SOULPEPPER ON THE STAGE

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

CONT’D SOULPEPPERSOULPEPPER



R.A.V.E. by Me Time

Coming to Outside the March & Toronto Luminato Festival

June 9 - 16, 2024

Dance into a new you:

outsidethemarch.ca

Soulpepper presents the Punctuate! Theatre Production of

FIRST MÉTIS MAN OF ODESA 

By Matthew MacKenzie and Mariya Khomutova

May 8-19, 2024 

@ Young Centre for the Performing Arts

www.soulpepper.ca
FIN.




