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A R T I S T I C  L E A D E R S H I P  N O T E

Cover image: Josette Jorge & Raugi Yu. Photos: Dahlia Katz & Emily Cooper.  
Ar t by lightupthesky.ca

Hello, and welcome to what I’ve been calling a ‘homecoming  
production’ for Ins Choi, with the World Premiere of his new play  
Bad Parent. We’re really excited that we get to share in this production  
with our friends Vancouver and Winnipeg. Vancouver Asian Canadian  
Theatre and Prairie Theatre Exchange have been invaluable in 
bringing Ins’ new work to the stage and I am glad audiences across the  
country can delight in his writing as much as I have. I first witnessed  
Ins’ work when we were at York University together. He was an 
actor a couple years ahead of me who inspired me with his nuanced 
and unexpected performances. Our paths crossed again in this  
very building, when he joined the Soulpepper Academy the year 
after I graduated. We became friends and it was clear that he had  
a unique and captivating voice with so many stories to tell. One of  
those stories, of course, became his first hit play and TV series 
Kim’s Convenience. I had the pleasure of directing the premiere of 
Kim’s Convenience on the Soulpepper stage in 2012, exactly 10 years 
ago. Some of you saw that production, and I want to thank you  
for being long time supporters of the company.  

To have Ins’ work back in our season has brought nothing but joy 
to our hearts.  I am so happy we get to share that with you. 

Enjoy the show,

WE Y NI MENGESHA
A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r,

S o u l p e p p e r  T h e a t r e  C o mp a ny.
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P L AY W R I G H T  N O T E

I love my wife. She loves me. I swear. Ask her. She’s a great mom. 
She’s a strong, smart, funny, wonderful woman and my best friend. 
Her name is Mari. We’ve been married for 17 years and we have 
2 kids together, Fourteen and Twelve. That’s their ages not their 
names. (Aren’t we supposed to capitalize numbers when we spell 
them? Anyway.) This play began when I started writing a bunch of 
thoughts down in order to try and clarify to myself why our marriage  
was so difficult after having a baby. I didn’t understand why I was 
so angry, frustrated and in such a panic at times. Things got better 
and after many years I returned to all that writing and felt so sorry 
for that earlier version of Mari and I, struggling. I wanted to find 
healing for them.

Stories are powerful. They allow us to see into the lives of others 
wholly different from ourselves only to realize how similar we all are.  
Through stories we’re entertained as a group and comforted to 
know we’re not alone both in our struggles and what we find funny. 
Stories disarm, nudge empathy and engage our imaginations  
viscerally reminding us of when we were all a little more supple. 
Stories can heal.

This production was supposed to happen in 2020. It’s been a roller 
coaster ride getting here through the pandemic with cancellations, 
changes to the team, the script, the industry and it’s because of 
people like Donna Yamamoto, Thomas Morgan Jones, Stephanie Sy,  
Derek Chan, Hazel Venzon, Anjela Magpantay, Deanna Choi, 
Brenda Mclean, Gerald King, Sophie Tang, Neha Ross, Jenny Kim, 
Tracy Lynne Cann, Olivia Wheeler, Katie Fitz-Gerald, Harika Xu, 
Annie Clarke, Jonathan Heppner, Gideon Arthurs, Luke Reece, 
Weyni Mengesha, Jamie Kaye-Phillips, Josette Jorge, Raugi Yu and 
Meg Roe, (the midwives of this play) that we’re now here. It’s a  
bigger decision to be here now. Thank you for coming.

INS CHOI
Pl a y w r i g ht  o f  B a d  Pa re n t

Cover image: Josette Jorge & Raugi Yu. Photos: Dahlia Katz & Emily Cooper.  
Ar t by lightupthesky.ca

Bad Parent is Generously supported by:
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B A D  P A R E N T   C A S T  &  C R E A T I V E  T E A M

Bad Parent was developed with the participation of Banff Playwrights Lab, Soulpepper Theatre Company,  
Vancouver Asian Canadian Theatre (vAct), and Prairie Theatre Exchange (PTE).

Thank you to the following artists who have contributed to the development of Bad Parent:  
Wayne Buss, Sean Neville, Alistair Wallace, Hazel Venzon, Adrian Muir, Neha Ross, Jenny Kim, Jennifer Stewart, Hina Nishioka,  
Kate De Lorme, Donna Yamamoto, Stephanie Sy, Courtney Ch’ng Lancaster

Josette Jorge
Nora / Norah

Raugi Yu
Charles / Dale

Cast

Ins Choi
Playwright

Meg Roe
Director

Anjela Magpantay 
Assistant Director

Sophie Tang 
Set & Props Designer

Deanna H Choi 
Sound Designer & Music Producer

Brenda McLean 
Costume Designer

Gerald King
Lighting Designer

Tracy Lynne Cann
Stage Manager

Katie Fitz-Gerald
Assistant Stage Manager

Olivia Wheeler 
Associate Sound Designer

Harika Xu 
Assistant Lighting Designer

Thomas Morgan Jones
Dramaturg

Luke Reece
Associate Artist

Creative Team

Nathan Wong 
Production Assistant

Andy DeVries 
Head Carpenter

Bill Stahl 
1st Carp

Paul Boddum 
Head Scenic

Chris Blanchenot 
Scenic Painter

Lisa Nighswander 
Head of Props

Ellie Koffman 
Head of Wardrobe

Greg Chambers 
Props Builder

Ethan Robinson 
Lighting Operator

Andres Castillo Smith
Sound Operator

Brenda McLean 
Head of Wardrobe

Elana Honcharuk
Props Master

Steven Vande Vyvere 
Head Carpenter

Lisa Li
Managing Director

Thomas Morgan Jones
Artistic Director

Derek Chan
Managing Artistic Director

Annie Jang
General Manager

Soulpepper Production

Prairie Theatre Exchange Production

Prairie Theatre Exchange Leadership

Vancouver Asian Canadian Theatre Leadership
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B A D  P A R E N T

BACKGROUND NOTES
A new play by Ins Choi is so anticipated that 
three theatre companies collaborated on its 
first production. Bad Parent’s rolling ‘premiere’ 
was set to begin in Winnipeg at Prairie Theatre 
Exchange and Vancouver at the Vancouver Asian 
Canadian Theatre, but with schedule changes it 
now lands first here, in Toronto. Mind you, Choi 
is no stranger to Toronto audiences.. Mind you, 
Choi is no stranger to our audiences. He’s graced 
our stage as an actor, and he also created Kim’s 
Convenience, a play that won national acclaim, 
and then became a television show that went 
around the world. We’re delighted to have his 
sharp storytelling back at Soulpepper.

Choi loves to explore family dynamics, focusing 
here on the life-changing experience of early  
parenthood with his signature mix of heart and  
humour. Funny thing: parenting is one of the 
most important roles we take on in life, but there’s  
no real preparation for it. You leave the hospital 
with a small human being in your possession  
and, stunningly, nobody verifies your fitness for 
the job; you don’t even have to sign any papers.

As the play makes comically clear, the first 
months with your first child are a process of trial 
and error undertaken on hormones with little  
to no sleep. Not only do new parents have to figure  
out how to keep this tiny, demanding creature alive,  
they must also meet their own individual needs 
(including physiological ones like the occasional 
shower), while reconfiguring their identities and 
their partnership in light of new realities.

Two theatrical decisions nourish this comedy, 
both connected to point of view. There are 2 actors  
on stage, and both play 2 parts. The actress plays 
Norah, the mother, and Nora the Filipinx nanny 
Norah hires. The actor plays Charles, the father, 
and Dale, the co-worker Norah bonds with after 
she returns to work. Each actor embodies a parent 
in the trenches, and a witness to that struggle. 
Speaking of witnesses, Charles and Norah talk 
directly to us, their audience. Each wants us  
on their side, needs us on their side. Their fierce 
competition for our allegiance drives the play.

This is a theatrical device, but it reflects reality, too.  
When you’re a new parent, it can sometimes feel 
like everyone’s got an opinion on what you should 
do from friends and family to complete strangers 
on the street. They all feel free to give advice.  
You are free too. Free to take sides, change sides, 
and laugh, loud and long and often.

Background Notes by Paula Wing.

Running Time:
90 minutes with no intermission.
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 TRACY LYNNE CANN was born and raised in Toronto, ON. SOULPEPPER 2022:  
Bad Parent. OTHER THEATRE: Menopause The Musical (ShaggyPup Productions); 
The 39 Steps (The Grove Theatre); Passport to Madness (Workman Arts); Rinaldo 
(The Royal Conservatory of Music). OTHER: Tracy’s dog, Max, has a career unto 
himself as a professional model and social influencer. Jokingly called “Side Hustle”,  

Max can often be found traveling and working alongside Tracy.

 DEANNA H CHOI was born in Regina, SK and raised in Kingston, ON.  
SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. FOR SOULPEPPER: August Osage County (2019). 
OTHER THEATRE: Three Women of Swatow, Light, Cockroach (Tarragon); The Horse 
and His Boy (Shaw Festival); Controlled Damage (Neptune), The Penelopiad  
(Grand Theatre). FILM & TELEVISION: Last of the Right Whales, Relax I’m From the 

Future. OTHER: Pauline McGibbon Award (2020); nominated for a Canadian Screen Music Award,  
2 Robert Merritt Awards, and the Louis Applebaum Composer Award; associate artist at National 
Theatre School of Canada.

 INS CHOI was born in Seoul, South Korea and raised in Scarborough, ON.  
SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. FOR SOULPEPPER: Kim’s Convenience, Alligator 
Pie, (re)birth: e.e. cummings in song, Window on Toronto, Death of a Salesman. 
OTHER: Kim’s Convenience won the Best New Play award and the Patron’s Pick  
at the 2011 Toronto Fringe festival. It then launched Soulpepper theatre company’s 

2012 season, toured across Canada, and was adapted into a tv series of the same name on the  
CBC and Netflix for 5 seasons. Ins was a writer, executive producer and co-creator of the tv series. 
Ins was also a member of the 2nd Soulpepper Academy.

 KATIE FITZ-GERALD was born and raised in Toronto, ON. SOULPEPPER 2022:  
Bad Parent. OTHER THEATRE: &Juliet (Mirvish Productions); The Great Divide 
(Harold Green Jewish Theatre); Sherlock Holmes, The Fall/Winter Concert Series, 
Fairground/Shawground (The Shaw Festival); King Charles (Studio 180/Mirvish 
Productions); Hair (Hart House); Educating Rita (Lighthouse Festival); The Adventures  

of Pinocchio (Young People’s Theatre); SWEAT (Theatre Aquarius); Let It Be: The Beatles, American 
Idiot (Stephenville Theatre Festival). OTHER: Thank you so much for coming back to the theatre  
after the past few years, enjoy the show!	

 THOMAS MORGAN JONES For over 20 years, Thomas has worked nationally  
and internationally as a director, playwright, dramaturg, movement director,  
and instructor. He is currently the artistic director of Prairie Theatre Exchange  
on Treaty 1 Territory, Winnipeg.

B A D  P A R E N T   A C T I N G  A N D A R T I S T I C  B I O G R A P H I E S
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 JOSETTE JORGE was born in Vancouver and lives in Toronto with her 15 monther, 
46 monther, and husband Fane. SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. OTHER THEATRE: 
Except In The Unlikely Event of War (Pi Theatre); Sisters (Gateway Theatre);  
Play With Monsters (Solo Collective); Proof (Mnemonic Theatre); Sex in Vancouver 
(vAct). FILM & TELEVISION: Schitt’s Creek; Locke and Key; Salvation; Run the 

Burbs; The Stanley Dynamic; Tiny Homes for Christmas; Bakugan;T ransformers Botbots; Abby Hatcher;  
Ollie. OTHER: Leo Award nominee for Lead Performance in a Feature Film (Attic Trunk), Jessie Richardson  
Theatre Award nominee for Supporting Actor (Play With Monsters), Recipient of vAct Walk of Fame Award.

 GERALD KING SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. OTHER THEATRE: Recent credits 
include: A Midsummer Nights Dream, Shakespeare in Love, As You Like It (Bard On 
The Beach); As You Like It (Chicago Shakespeare Theatre); Urinetown, The Penelopiad  
and She Kills Monsters (Capilano University); Lights (Touchstone Theatre); Matilda, 
Beauty and The Beast (Arts Club Theatre); Kuroko and Empire of The Son (vAct -  

Vancouver Asian Canadian Theatre); As You Like It, Matilda, Crazy for You (The Citadel Theatre); Carmen:  
Up Close and Personal, The Merry Widow, Otello, La Boheme, Evita (Vancouver Opera); Wabi Sabi 
(Kokoro Dance). OTHER: Gerald is a member of the Associated Designers of Canada.

 ANJELA MAGPANTAY is a first generation Canadian originating from the Philippines 
and graduated from Simon Fraser University with a BFA in Theatre Performance. 
She has worked internationally as a performer and collaborator in Hong Kong and 
across the UK. Anjela is the first recipient of the Vancouver Asian Canadian 
Theatre’s Emerging Directors Program award, allowing her to further develop as an 

emerging director. SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. OTHER THEATRE: Assistant Director credits 
include Kuroko (vAct); Farm to Fable (The Cultch); Beneath Springhill (Arts Club, Neptune Theatre) 
and Bad Parent (vAct, PTE, Soulpepper), under the mentorship of accomplished musical directors 
Amiel Gladstone, Bobby Garcia and Meg Roe. 

 BRENDA MCLEAN lives and works as a theatre artist on Treaty 1 Territory in 
Winnipeg, MB. She is also the Head of Wardrobe at Prairie Theatre Exchange. 
SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. OTHER THEATRE: The War Being Waged (PTE); 
Bike and Circuses (GreenKids); Love and Information (Company Link, Theatre 
Incarnate); The Third Colour (PTE); New Magic Valley Fun Town (PTE, Tarragon, 

Neptune). FILM & TELEVISION: Collapsed; Under the Same Roof; W(or)K; A Desperate Road. 
OTHER: Brenda received an Evie Award for Outstanding Set and Costume Design on Deserter  
with Moving Target Theatre in 2018.



 LUKE REECE is an award-winning Toronto-based playwright, producer and poet, 
currently the Associate Artistic Director of Soulpepper Theatre after spending five 
years working for Obsidian Theatre. FOR SOULPEPPER: Associate Artist: Bad 
Parent; Assistant Director: Pipeline; Producer: Oraltorio: a Theatrical Mixtape (with 
Obsidian). Dramaturg/Adapter: Six Characters in Search of an Author. Writer: 

1851:Spirit and Voice (with Myseum). OTHER THEATRE: Writer/Performer: The Toronto Pigeons 
(Factory Theatre). Upcoming: Writer Performer: B.R.w.T.T. (Theatre Passe Muraille). Writer: The 
Wonderful (Caravan Theatre). FILM & TELEVISION: Writer: Notice (Obsidian & CBC Arts). Writer/
Performer: Nobody Nose (Bad Hats Theatre). OTHER: Luke is one of Toronto’s most decorated slam 
poets, and has represented the country internationally. He helped to establish the Black Shoulders 
Legacy Award, providing financial support for Black theatre artists developing their craft.

 MEG ROE SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. OTHER THEATRE: Meg’s work as an 
actor, director, composer, sound designer, and dramaturg has been seen across 
Canada and internationally with companies like Crows Theatre, the Shaw Festival, 
Theatre Calgary, Canadian Stage, Factory Theatre, PuSh Festival, Alberta Theatre 
Projects, Bard on the Beach, Citadel Theatre, Electric Company Theatre, Blackbird 

Theatre, Arts Club, Belfry, Theatre SKAM, MTC, Catalyst Theatre, RealWheels, Intrepid Theatre, 
Vancouver Playhouse, National Arts Centre, Centaur Theatre, Yukon Arts Centre, Why Not Theatre, 
Savage Society, vAct, Theatre Replacement, Rumble Theatre, the American Conservatory Theatre 
(San Francisco), Center Theater Group (Los Angeles), and as a collaborator with Crystal Pite’s 
renowned dance company Kidd Pivot.

 SOPHIE TANG was born in Shanghai, China, and currently based in Vancouver. 
SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. OTHER THEATRE: Rez Sister (Stratford Festival) ; 
Kuroko (Vancouver Asian Canadian Theatre); A Broadway Holiday (Gateway 
Theatre) OTHER: Sophie Tang is a lighting and set designer working in Theatre, 
Opera and Dance. She is a Jessie Award Winner and Nominee, as well as an Ovation 

Award Nominee. She has worked with companies including Stratford Festival, Electric Company 
Theatre, Artsclub Theatre, Bard on the Beach, Vancouver Opera, Theatre Replacement, Vancouver 
Asian Canadian Theatre and so on.

 OLIVIA WHEELER is a mixed-race Chinese Canadian sound designer, composer, 
and multidisciplinary artist. SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. OTHER THEATRE: 
Assistant Sound Design: Every Little Nookie, Hamlet-911, 1939 (Stratford);  
The Wedding Party (Alberta Theatre Projects). Associate Sound Design: Three 
Women of Swatow (Tarragon Theatre). Sound Design: It’ll Come to Me (Theatre 

SKAM); Antigones (Victoria Fringe Festival); 7 Stories (UVic Phoenix Theatre). Music Direction/
Composition: Two Gentlemen of Verona, Julius Caesar (Greater Victoria Shakespeare Festival); 
Othello (UVic Phoenix Theatre). OTHER: Audio plays/works: Liberated Feminist Futures  
(Nightwood Theatre); Ganga’s Ganja (Red Betty Theatre).

B A D  P A R E N T   A C T I N G  A N D A R T I S T I C  B I O G R A P H I E S
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 HARIKA XU is a lighting and projection designer, graduated from UBC Theatre 
Design and Production Program. SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. OTHER THEATRE:  
Recent lighting designs include: Tuck Everlasting, The Spongebob Musical (Arts 
Umbrella); Mom’s the Word (Theatre Northwest); Clean/Espejos (Neworld Theatre); 
So Damn Proud (Holy Crow Arts); Done/Undone (Bard on the Beach), Madama 

Butterfly (Burnaby Lyric Opera). Assistant lighting designs: Romeo and Juliet (Bard, LD Sophie 
Tang); Bad Parent (vAct, LD Gerald King).

 RAUGI YU was born and raised in Montreal. SOULPEPPER 2022: Bad Parent. 
OTHER THEATRE: East Van Panto: Alice In Wonderland (Theatre Replacement/ 
The Cultch); Yellow Fever (The Firehall); The Shoplifters (Arts Club); Coriolanus 
(Bard On The Beach); I Lost My Husband (Ruby Slippers). FILM & TELEVISION:  
Kung Fu; Big Sky; iZombie; 8 Minutes Ahead; Mr Young. OTHER: Leo Nominee for 

Best Director in a Children’s Series (Some Assembly Required). Jessie Richardson Award Nominee 
for Best Supporting Actor (I Lost My Husband). Director of award winning feature film (Attic Trunk). 
Raugi is very honoured and excited to be part of Bad Parent and hopes you all enjoy the show  
as much as he’s LOVED working on it.

Soulpepper Theatre is a member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres and engages  
professional Artists who are members of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the terms of the jointly 
negotiated Canadian Theatre Agreement.

MS-TOR Soulpepper 6x4-5 BWAD 07-2022 copy PRESS.pdf   1   2022-08-09   5:11:07 PM
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Proud to support 
Soulpepper

We’re working together Soulpepper. 

It’s just one of the ways we are helping 
to open doors for a more inclusive 
and sustainable tomorrow. 

td.com/tdreadycommitment

© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.
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THE EX-BOYFRIEND 
YARD SALE
BY HALEY MCGEE

Can you turn sentimental value into cold, hard cash?

ON STAGE OCT. 18 – NOV. 6

THE GOLDEN  
RECORD  
A SOULPEPPER CONCERT

A playlist of the planet.

ON STAGE NOV. 9 – NOV. 20

COMING SOON TO SOULPEPPER – TICKETS ON SALE NOW!



1 2
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RBC Foundation
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TD Bank Group
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   and Robert Fitzhenry  
   Family Foundation
The Bingham Family Foundation
Boydon Global Executive Search 
The Browning Watt Foundation
Community One Foundation
The Patrick  
   & Barbara Keenan Foundation
The McLean Foundation
Morgan Meighen & Associates

Up to $4,999
Ann Garnett (Kadrnka)  
   Charitable Fund
Craig’s Cookies
The Henry White Kinnear 
Foundation
The Norman & Margaret Jewison 
Foundation
The Lewis Jackson and Dale 
Gardiner Foundation 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
The Racioppo Family Foundation
Wawanesa Insurance

Individual Supporters

Major Gifts 
$100,000+
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech*
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*
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S O U L P E P P E R  S U P P O R T E R S

DONORS
 
Soulpepper is very grateful to all of the individuals, corporations, foundations, and government  
agencies who contribute to its continued growth and success.  
 
Donor support allows Soulpepper to offer employment to artists, to cultivate an environment  
of creation and exploration, and to enrich the community with great theatre. 
 
The generosity of our many supporters makes everything we do at Soulpepper possible. 
 
TO MAKE A DONATION  
VISIT: soulpepper.ca/donate  CALL: 416 203 6264 x 145  EMAIL: development@soulpepper.ca
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Steve Munro*
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Soulpepper extends our special 
gratitude to members of our  
Soul Mates program, who donate 
monthly to support our artistic  
and educational programming.

Soulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have  
generously arranged bequests  
to Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
7 anonymous friends of Soulpepper

Women Centre Stage
Julia Andrew
Deborah Barrett & Jim Leech
Alexandra Baillie
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Julie Brill & John Ashkenas
Helen Findlay & Reg Bronskill
Martha Burns
Martha & George Butterfield 
Natalie Caravaggio
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson
Cheryl Davidson
Kiki & Ian Delaney
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Laura Drake & Eric Minns
Bill Fleury & Sheryl Kennedy
Beverley Flynn
Andrew Gillespie
The Hand Family
Susan Howard
Nancy Jain
Greg Kiessling & Pam Isaak
Diane & Jim King
Michelle & Craig Lally
Anne Langford Dotsikas
Elizabeth Leonard
Lindy Green & Sam Chiaton
Sheena Macdonald & Phil Schmitt

S O U L P E P P E R  S U P P O R T E R S



Mary MacKay MacMillan
Kim Marshall
Seana McKenna
Judy and Mark McLean
Weyni Mengesha
Marcia Moffat
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf
Bill Morneau & Nancy McCain
Margaret & Gary Mousseau
Kathleen Murphy  
   & David McCarthy
Ed and Cindy Nowina
Margaret O’Sullivan
Alisa Palmer
Gabrielle Peacock
Elizabeth Pen
The Philip Fox Fund
Sheila Phillips
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
   & Chris von Boetticher
Sarah Robertson
Ed Sangmuah
Elaine Smith

Carl Steiss & Francyne Aubert
Kristin Taylor
Pamela Thomson
Jack Tomik & Elizabeth Dalzell
Teresa Walsh
Lucinda Widdrington
Anita Wong
Denise Zarn
Marc Zwelling
The Pat & Tony Adams Freedom Trust
2 anonymous supporters
In Memory of Penny Arthurs

Women Centre Stage  
Co-Chairs (2020 - Present):
Denise Donlon
Dana Lafarga
Jackie Moss
Sanjay Nakra
Roxana Tavana 

If we have erred in the spelling, listing 
or omission of your name, please 
accept our sincerest apologies and 
contact us at 416 203 6264 x.145 or 
development@soulpepper.ca  
so we may correct our records  
for future publications.

Individuals recognized for  
donations made between Jan 1, 2021 
– August 10, 2022

 * Donors who have given to  
Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years

 + Soulpepper staff and Artist donors

Proud Presenting
Sponsor of

Soulpepper's
Free 25
& Under
program

We live in a country with 
a rich and deep appreciation 
for arts and culture, and 
we’re committed to fund 
programs that enable 
Canadians of all means 
and backgrounds to enjoy 
the very best.
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S O U L P E P P E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper are represented by Local 828 of the Internationals 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs 
Executive Director

Administration

Idil Djafer  
Executive Assistant to the  
Artistic Director

Ece Aydin 
Executive Assistant to the  
Executive Director

Luke Reece  
Associate Artistic Director

Producing

Jonathan Heppner  
Executive Producer

Annie Clarke  
Producer

Kimberly Colburn  
Producer, New Work Development

Malika Daya  
Assistant Producer

Production

Jasmine Knox   
Senior Production Manager

Corey MacVicar  
Technical Director

Julia Carrano  
Assistant Production Manager

Rhett Costin  
Assistant Technical Director

Andy DeVries  
Head Carpenter

Lisa Nighswander  
Head of Properties 

Paul Boddum  
Head Scenic Artist 

Ellie Koffman  
Head of Wardrobest 

Kalina Popova 
Assistant Head of Wardrobe 

Nathaniel Wong 
Production Assistant

Development

Gabrielle Peacock  
Director of Partnerships  
& Development

Lauren Vandervoort  
Development Manager,  
Individual Giving

Kayla Vanderlip  
Development Manager

Liza Hersh  
Development Officer,  
Corporate & Foundation

Adele Kei  
Development Coordinator

Marketing

Peter Crighton  
Director of Marketing  
& Communications

Riaz Charania  
Marketing Manager

Milusha Copas  
Media & Communications Officer

Archie St. Louis 
Marketing Assistant

Education

Rohan Kulkarni  
Education Manager

Ahlam Hassan  
Education Coordinator

Micah Bucholtz   
Academy Administrator

Finance

Michelle Beveridge  
Director of Finance

Kesily Li  
Accounting Supervisor

Fang Tian  
Accounting Coordinator

Rachel Shen  
Payroll Coordinator

Maria Larina  
Finance Manager

Sandra Gandola  
Accounts Payable Coordinator

Founding Members

Martha Burns 
Susan Coyne 
Ted Dykstra 
Michael Hanrahan 
Stuart Hughes 
Diana Leblanc 
Diego Matamoros 
Nancy Palk 
Albert Schultz 
Robyn Stevan 
William Webster 
Joseph Ziegler

Board of Directors

Alex Besharat
Rob Brouwer
Robin Cardozo (Chair)
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang
Casey Chisick
Maureen Dodig
Denise Donlon
Charmain Emerson
Beverley Flynn
Roger Garland
Nancy Jain
Melissa Kennedy
Dana Lafarga
Melissa Martin
Nancy Mccain
Vanessa Morgan
Jackie Moss
Timothy Murphy
Sanjay Nakra
Maja Neable
James O’sullivan
Roxana Tavana
Martha Tory
Alan Walker
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Y O U N G C E N T R E  F O R  T H E  P E R F O R M I N G A R T S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

House and Stage Technicians employed by the Young Centre for the Performing Arts are represented by Local 58 of the  
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.

Patron Services

Karen Turner 
Senior Manager Of Patron & 
Operations Services ristas

Alan O’Meara 
Manager of Patron Services 

Brianna Gorsline 
Operation Services Coordinator

Tina Jones 
Emily Templeman
Duty Manager 

Kara Austria
Chloe MacPherson
Senior Patron Services 
Representative

Adrian Chevalier  
Nicholas Eddie
Elyssia Giancola
Shayna Linds
Patron Services Representatives

Saumya Arora  
Kenzie Delo  
Madeleine Redican 
Floor Captains

Juliet Di Carlo 
Renee Christianson  
Colleen Didur
Jeffrey Johnston 
Riley Kelk
Shakorah McPhee
Alice Nguyen
Henry Oswald Peirson
Peter Naccarato
Hilary Scott 
Kartiki Sharma
Ushers

Café Staff

Melanie Ferreira 
Café Manager

Ahmed Al-shabi
Lucy Ellis  
Aaron MacPherson
James McLachlan
Henry Oswald Peirson
Emma Presselo
Baristas

I.T.

Fernando Arriola 
I.T. Manager 

Sheila Kearney Miller 
Tessitura Administrator 

Andrew Ho 
I.T. Systems Administrator

Building Operations

Greg Poulin 
Manager of Building Operation  
& Production

David Denton
Building Operator

Nigel Agnew
Building Supervisor

Technicians

Andres Castillo-Smith 
Camille Macdonald  
Dalton Villeneuve-Marini  
House Technicians

Board of Directors

Rob Brouwer
Luigi Ferrara
Beverley Flynn
Michael Herrera
John D. McKellar
Nancy Prenevost

Thank You!

Thanks to our wonderful legion  
of Young Centre volunteers  
for their continued support!

Young Centre Facilities Funding: 
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S O U L P E P P E R  S U P P O R T E R S  — W E  G R A T E F U L LY  A C K N O W L E D G E  T H E  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  F O L L O W I N G:

major sponsor & COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER music sponsor

Soulpepper academy

soulpepper on the stage

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS Official Hotel Partner

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

Fondation 
Alex U Soyka

The Joan & Clifford  
Hatch Foundation

The Marion Armstrong
Charitable Foundation

The Norman & Margaret 
Jewison Charitable Foundation

The McLean
Foundation

Pitblado Family
Foundation

Woco
Foundation

government support



The artists and staff of Soulpepper and the Young Centre for the Performing Arts  
acknowledge the original caretakers and storytellers of this land —the Mississaugas  
of the Credit, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations.  
We commit to honouring and celebrating their past, present and future.

*

STAY CONNECTED AND UP-TO-DATE SAVING TREES

SOUNDCLOUD.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHE ATRE

YOUTUBE.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHE ATRE

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPER

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHE ATRE

WE ARE GOING DIGITAL!

PLE ASE CONSIDER RETURNING  
YOUR PLAYBILLTO AN USHER AS  
YOU E XIT THE THE ATRE. 

ACCESS THE DIGITAL VERSION ONLINE:

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  A T T E N D I N G T H E  P E R F O R M A N C E B A D  P A R E N T

BOX OFFICE: 416 866 8666
SOULPEPPER.CA→


