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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M N A T I V E  E A R T H  P E R F O R M I N G A R T S  &  S O U L P E P P E R

As we re-emerge from this pandemic, we recognize  
that things have changed since last we met in the 
theatre. At a time when we are re-evaluating  
our relationship to ‘classic’ theatre, now is the 
time to embrace new contemporary classics like  
Where the Blood Mixes and Kamloopa. These 
award-winning plays, both written in response 
to the lived experience of the playwrights, share 
unique perspectives historically not seen on all 
stages in this country. 

Over the last few years, Soulpepper has produced 
three plays that originated at Native Earth. 

The first was Huff by Cliff Cardinal, then Daniel 
David Moses’ Almighty Voice and His Wife and 
most recently, Margo Kane’s Moonlodge which was  
part of the Around the World in 80 Plays audio 
series. This is but a small sample of the many 
works Native Earth has developed and produced 
over its 40 years of existence. We are delighted to  
now co-produce with Soulpepper these two  
remarkable shows, and share these stories with 
both our audiences.

Indigenous stories are vital to the cultural narrative  
of this country, and Native Earth remains dedicated  
to sharing the Indigenous experience through live  
performance. Like the Two Row Wampum Treaty,  
we believe the only way to move forward in a  
good way, is side by side, together. These relationships  
allow us to better understand each other in mean-
ingful ways. Indigenous stories matter. Indigenous  
lives matter. 

All our relations.

Welcome! It is so wonderful to have audiences 
back in our theatre again, and we are thrilled to 
be finally bringing Where the Blood Mixes to the 
stage after having to postpone it two years ago.

I first saw this show twelve years ago and was  
incredibly moved by Kevin Loring’s beautiful play.  
The heart, the hope, the humour, and the incredible  
fight and strength of the characters. A lot has 
changed since I saw this play and in the last two 
years – so much about the realities that surround 
this story continue to come to light. 

I would like to thank Kevin, for this play and for 
all the beautiful work he is doing paving the way for  
more stories as Artistic Director of Indigenous 
Theatre at the National Arts Centre. We would 
also like to thank our producing partner Native  
Earth Performing Arts, a company that has been  
producing, programming, and investing in  
Indigenous art and artists for 40 years. We are so 
grateful to be partnering with them on this play, 
and the upcoming show in our season, Kamloopa, 
by Kim Senklip Harvey. If you have not yet booked  
your tickets, Kamloopa is a hilarious and wonder-
fully provocative ride that you won’t want to miss!

We would also like to share a warm welcome back  
to Director Jani Lauzon who returns after making  
her Soulpepper debut directing Almighty Voice and  
His Wife. 

Lastly, thank you to you, for supporting live theatre  
and being a part of this experience tonight. 

Enjoy the show!

Keith Barker
Artistic Director,
Native Earth  
Performing Arts

Isaac Thomas
Managing Director,
Native Earth  
Performing Arts

Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director,
Soulpepper Theatre Company
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A R T I S T  N O T E

I am so thrilled to be performing in my first appearance at  
Soulpepper in Where The Blood Mixes, co-produced with Native  
Earth Performing Arts. I have been a big fan of Kevin Loring,  
and this play for quite some time. We have all gone through quite  
a lot over the past couple years with the pandemic, but Kevin and 
his people, the Nlaka’pamux, were also extremely impacted by  
the devastating wildfires in BC that nearly destroyed his entire  
community, followed by flooding. They are survivors in spite of 
years of colonial oppression, the residential school system, the 60s 
scoop, and other destructive government policies. I love this play 
because it is a story of survival, rebirth, reconnection, and reuniting. 
The characters are funny, and tough, hardened, but loving. Kevin al-
lows us to look deep below the surface of his community and see all  
the darkness and murkiness with humour, love, and a strong will 
that allows them to re-immerge from the sacred waters’ depths with  
new knowledge, and the rediscovery of ancestral knowledge to  
continue moving forward. In the spirit of reconciliation, you being 
here tonight helps to honour and support the Nlaka’pamux,  
and other Indigenous people through the resurgence of their  
stories being heard. 

Sheldon Elter
Floyd in Where the Blood Mixes

Cover image: Tara Sky & Sheldon Elter. Photo: Aleksandar Antoijevic. Design: Yarek Wazul
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W H E R E  T H E  B L O O D M I X E S   C A S T  &  C R E A T I V E  T E A M
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Jani Lauzon 
Director

Ken MacKenzie 
Set Designer
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Costume Designer
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Lighting Designer

James Dallas Smith 
Sound Designer 

Samay Arcentales Cajas
Video & Projection Designer

Richard Comeau 
Fight Director

Emerson Kafarowski 
Assistant Lighting Designer

Kai Masaoka 
Assistant Sound Designer

Cole Vincent 
Stage Manager

Seren Brooke Lannon
Assistant Stage Manager

Pauline Shirt
Spiritual Educator

Creative Team

Andy DeVries
Head Carpenter

Bill Stahl
1st Carpenter

Paul Boddum
Head Scenic

Sara Ahmadiehrad
Scenic Painter 

Lisa Nighswander
Head of Props
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Props Builder

Nina Hartt 
Props Builder

Janet Pym
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Cutter
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Production

Generously supported by:

Where the Blood Mixes was commissioned and first produced by Western Canada Theatre, Savage Society and The Playhouse Theatre.  
Its World Premiere was at Luminato Festival, followed by the Western Canada Premiere at the Magnetic North Theatre Festival, in 2008.

Wandering Spirit Chorus: Kapapamahchakwew - Wandering Spirit School, Grade 4/5 and 5/6 Students

Artwork: Kapapamahchakwew - Wandering Spirit School, Kindergarten, Grade 1s, and Grade 3/4s

About Kapapamahchakwew: Kapapamahchakwew - Wandering Spirit School was founded in 1977 on the vision of Pauline Shirt  
and Vern Harper who were look for a safer school for their own child. Wandering Spirit Survival School was designated as an  
alternative school before being recognized by the TDSB as a Cultural Survival/Native Way program in 1983. The vision of the  
school is to empower future leaders with a strong cultural identity to be contributing members in a global society.

Content Warning: This play deals with themes of the Residential School system and suicide. 

Thank You: Dylan Beckett Smith, Callie Simionato, Landen McConnell, Kennedy McConnell, Sara Smith, Kim Simionato,  
Allpa Portilla, Tara Beagan, Pauline Beagan, Michaela Washburn, Glenna Simms-Bonk, Dylan Beckett Smith, Callie Simionato,  
Landen McConnell, Kennedy McConnell, Christina Saunders, Tessa Sill.



BACKGROUND NOTES
Remember… when we were kids…  

I do. I remember everything.

Stories are the heart of life. Stories can be enter-
tainment or medicine; they can illuminate the 
past or light the way forward. Playwright Kevin 
Loring tells this story to ‘expose the shadows  
and celebrate the survivors.’ 

Loring believes we are where we are from,  
so the setting is his home community, Kumsheen 
(also called Lytton), Interior Salish territory in B.C.,  
where the Fraser and Thompson rivers merge. In the  
N’laka’pamux language, the word ‘kumsheen’  
refers to this confluence. Its literal translation is the  
place inside the heart where the blood mixes. 

The story revolves around old friends Floyd and 
Mooch, who are alternately hilariously funny and 
haunted by memories. Creating the characters, 
said Loring, was like unwrapping an onion layer 
by layer to ‘strip away the stereotypes and get to 
the heart of why these guys are the way they are… 
The more I unravelled that onion… I got down to…  
that invisible demon that… no one was talking 
about, and no one wanted to talk about.’

The demon is St. George’s Residential School 
 and the long echoes of the community’s individual  
and collective experience there. As Mooch says, 
‘Don’t matter how long ago it was. It happened 
yesterday, it happened today, it’ll happen tomorrow.  
Every day is every day.’ 

Our past is also where we come from. Part of 
Mooch’s past is still present in his fiercely protective  
wife, June, and Floyd’s is due to arrive in the form  
of his long-lost daughter, Christine. Other presences  

include the voices of lost children, the running 
salmon, the osprey floating on the wind, and the 
mighty sturgeon that haunts the depths of the 
water. N’laka’pamux believe sturgeon bridges the 
spirit world and the land of the living.

Indigenous dramaturgy, according to Loring,  
unfolds like ripples in a pond. Laugh by laugh, story  
by story we go deeper into these lives, and they 
engage us more and more by the heart. Loring says  
‘… people can become ghosts, hanging on to their 
old pain ... Until they let go, they can’t grow.’ 

Thank you for being present to witness, to hear 
the story.

You gotta talk about it though. That’s the thing, 
eh? You gotta talk about what happened. 

Playwright Biography:
Kevin Loring is N’laka’pamux from Lytton  
First Nation, B.C. An accomplished actor and  
director, Where the Blood Mixes was his first play.  
It premiered in 2008, won a Governor General’s  
Award in 2009, and toured across Canada in 
2010. Recent plays include Battle of the Birds and 
The Boy Who Was Abandoned, as well as Songs  
of the Land, a project that explores songs and 
stories of the N’laka’pamux in partnership with  
5 organizations in his home community. In 2017,  
Loring was named the first Artistic Director  
for Indigenous Theatre at the National Arts Centre  
in Ottawa. 

Background Notes by Paula Wing.

Running Time:
1 hour and 30 minutes
with no intermission.
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W H E R E  T H E  B L O O D M I X E S   A C T I N G  A N D A R T I S T I C  B I O G R A P H I E S

 SAMAY ARCENTALES CAJAS was born in Toronto and raised on the west coast  
and in her home country, Ecuador. SOULPEPPER 2022: Where the Blood Mixes. 
OTHER THEATRE: Mischief (Roseneath Theatre); Reverence | Rage (Peñasco 
Theatre, NM); Kisâkihitin/Gizaagin (Paprika Festival); Izzie M.: The Alchemy of 
Enfreakment (Chocolate Woman Collective). FILM & TELEVISION: Solar Lodge,  

Toe the Line, Paladin, The Story of the Dancing Heart, In Moment. OTHER: Samay Arcentales Cajas 
is a queer (Kichwa) digital media artist and filmmaker based in Toronto. In her work she explores 
human-land relationships, the new media dimensions of indigenous cosmology, and immersive 
art as a site of liberation.

 RICHARD COMEAU is an Indigenous performer and fight director. He is the  
first and only Indigenous-identifying Certified Fight Instructor with Fight Directors 
Canada. Instructor/resident fight director at Centre for Indigenous Theatre; fight 
instructor/company member at Rapier Wit Stage and Screen Combat. ACTOR: 1939  
(Stratford Festival 2022); Hamlet-911 (Stratford Festival 2022). FIGHT DIRECTOR: 

This Is How We Got Here (Shaw Festival 2022, Native Earth 2020). FILM & TELEVISION: Star Wars 
Battlefront II: Official Rivals (Disney/Lucas Films); Extraordinary Canadians: Luis Riel and Gabriel 
Dumont (CBC/PMA Biographies).

 OLIVER DENNIS was born in Montreal and raised in Carbondale, Illinois. SOULPEPPER  
2022: Where the Blood Mixes, Queen Goneril, King Lear. FOR SOULPEPPER: Around  
100 productions since the first season. Here, he has had the opportunity to play 
Shakespeare and Moliere, Miller and Williams and Albee. Beckett, Ionesco, Orton. 
Simon. Sarah Ruhl and Suzan-Lori Parks and Tracey Letts. David French and Morris  

Panych/Brenda Robins and Mike Ross/Sarah Wilson and Lee MacDougall and Vern Thiessen and 
Michael Shamata. Shaffer, Story, Stoppard, Frayn and Aykbourn. To name some. FILM & TELEVISION:  
Please support Canadian Film by catching American Hangman and Don’t Get Killed in Alaska on a 
popular media platform. And also, Slings and Arrows!

 SHELDON ELTER was born and raised in Grimshaw, AB. SOULPEPPER 2022: 
Where the Blood Mixes. OTHER THEATRE: Dear Rita, Stories From The Red Dirt Road  
(Confed Centre); Ministry of Grace (Belfry Theatre); Evangeline (Citadel Theatre/
Confed Centre); The Garneau Block, The Fiancée, Christmas Carol, Crazy For You, 
Alice Through The Looking Glass, One Man Two Guvnors, Julius Caesar, A Prairie 

Boy’s Winter, Vimy (Citadel Theatre); Tartuffe, The Sound of Music, Enron (National Arts Centre); 
After The Fire, BEARS (Punctuate! Theatre); NEVERMORE (Catalyst Theatre); Nashville Outlaws, 
HAIR The Musical, Shear Madness, The 25th Annual Putnam Spelling Bee, The Buddy Holly Story 
and The Full Monty (Mayfield). FILM & TELEVISION: Tribal, Hank Williams’ First Nation, Delmer and 
Marta, CAUTION: May Contain Nuts (APTN); Hell On Wheels(AMC).
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 EMERSON KAFAROWSKI is a multidisciplinary artist and emerging Lighting 
Designer based in Tkaronto, Canada. SOULPEPPER 2022: Where The Blood Mixes. 
DANCE: Acceleration 2022 (School of Toronto Dance Theatre); Woman in Blue Softly  
Breathing (BoucharDanse & Festival of New Dance, NL); Kismet - Toronto/Ottawa 
(Sashar Zarif Dance Theatre); Fall For Dance North 2019 (Fall For Dance North 

Festival); OPERA: Amplify 1.0 (Amplified Opera Company); The Butterfly Project (Teiya Kasahara & 
Amplified Opera Company). FILM & TELEVISION: Four Old Legs (Citadel + Compagnie). OTHER: In 2020,  
they were awarded funding from Toronto Metropolitan University to build the prototype for EMRSN 
x EOS: An open-source project designed to bring portable and financially accessible lighting 
technology to emerging artists, companies, and site-specific performances.

 SEREN BROOKE LANNON SOULPEPPER 2022: Where The Blood Mixes.  
FOR SOULPEPPER: A Christmas Carol (2017), La Bête (2018), Little Menace: Pinter 
Plays, The Black Drum (2019). OTHER THEATRE: Girl From The North Country (Mirvish);  
Bar Mitzvah Boy, The Times They Are a Changin’, 25 Questions for a Jewish Mother 
(Harold Green Jewish Theatre); Bang Bang (Factory Theatre); Mamma Mia, The Voices  

of Canada, We Are Canadian (Charlottetown Festival) FILM & TELEVISION: Y: The Last Man. OTHER:  
When not in a Theatre, Seren can be found wandering a book store with the largest cup of tea 
available. Enjoy the show! 

 CRAIG LAUZON Originally from Ottawa, ON, of mixed settler and Anishinabe descent.  
SOULPEPPER 2022: Where the Blood Mixes. FOR SOULPEPPER: Orlando (2018), 
Trudeau and the FLQ/Trudeau and Levesque (2015). OTHER THEATRE: Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (Stratford); A Comedy of Errors (Thousand Island Playhouse); The 
Drawer Boy (Theatre Passe Muraille); Tales of an Uran Indian (Talk is Free Theatre);  

Thunderstick (Persephone Theatre); King Lear (NAC). FILM & TELEVISION: Trickster, Adult Adoption,  
Murdoch Mysteries, The Guilt Free Zone, Fool Canada, Air Farce, The Ron James Show, Beyblade 
and Beyblade: The Movie.

 JANI LAUZON was born in Kimberley, BC. SOULPEPPER 2022: Where the Blood Mixes.  
FOR SOULPEPPER: Almighty Voice and his Wife (2019). OTHER THEATRE: Director: 
1939 (Stratford Festival, upcoming); Rope (Shaw Festival); The Monument (Factory  
Theatre); Alien Creature (TPM). OTHER THEATRE: Actor: The Rez Sisters (Stratford 
Festival); King Lear/Mother Courage (NAC). FILM & TELEVISION Actor: Ruby and 

the Well, Something Undone, Saving Hope, Mr. Dress-Up, Conspiracy of Silence. OTHER: Juno nominated  
singer-songwriter. Her company Paper Canoe Projects produces her original creations:  A Side of 
Dreams, I Call myself Princess and Prophecy Fog.
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 KEN MACKENZIE was born in Toronto, ON. SOULPEPPER 2022: Set Design: Where 
the Blood Mixes, King Lear, Queen Goneril. FOR SOULPEPPER: Jesus Hopped the  
A Train (2020), Almighty Voice and his Wife (2019), Betrayal (2019), La Bête (2018),  
The Royale (2018), Animal Farm (2018). OTHER THEATRE: Is God Is (Canadian Stage),  
Sherlock Holmes and the Raven’s Curse (Shaw Festival), The Events (Necessary Angel),  

Stars: Together (Crow’s Theatre). OTHER: Ken is an Assistant Professor at the University of Saskatch-
ewan in the department of Drama and has been the president of the Associated Designers of Canada.

 KAI MASAOKA makes art happen. A maverick of theatre abilities, he oils the 
wheels of ideas with his skills in sound design and engineering, lighting, rigging, 
and carpentry at indie theatres and adventurous out of the way venues around 
Toronto. Known for his love of picnics, Kai fights off theatre scurvy by roaming  
the city on his blue coaster cruiser bicycle most days the weather is nice.  

SOULPEPPER 2022: Where The Blood Mixes. FOR SOULPEPPER: Window on Toronto (2011), John 
and Waleed (2011), A Raisin in the Sun (2010).

 SAMANTHA MCCUE is Anishinaabekwe from the Chippewas of Georgina Island 
and Ned’u’ten from Lake Babine First Nation. She grew up on the Musqueam 
Reserve in Vancouver, BC, and currently lives in Ottawa. Samantha graduated 
from York University’s Theatre Production program in 2017. SOULPEPPER 2022: 
Where The Blood Mixes.OTHER THEATRE: Selected design credits include: The Herd  

(Citadel Theatre); Little Red Warrior and His Lawyer (Belfry Theatre); I Am William (Stratford Festival);  
Honour Beat (The Grand); Aqsarniit (Confederation Centre of the Arts); Kamloopa (Western Canada 
Theatre), The Monument (Factory Theatre), Thanks For Giving (Arts Club Theatre Company)

 VALERIE PLANCHE SOULPEPPER 2022: Where the Blood Mixes. OTHER THEATRE: 
Blow Wind High Water, Major Barbara, Liberation Days, The Crucible, A Christmas Carol  
(1992 - 98, 2011), Much Ado About Nothing, Timothy Findley’s The Wars, Cyrano 
DeBergerac, Much Ado About Nothing, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Amadeus (Theatre  
Calgary); Equus, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Crucible (Citadel Theatre); 

Becky’s New Car, Half Life, Age of Arousal, Treasure Island, Marion Bridge, Down the Main Drag, Perfect  
Pie, Red Lips (ATP); Little Elephants (Shadow Theatre); Dreary and Izzy (Theatre Northwest); Music for 
Contortionists, Frozen, Scorched (Sage); The Constant Wife, Boy Gets Girl, The Good Life (Theatre 
Junction); Elizabeth Rex (Mob Hit). FILM & TELEVISION: Billy The Kid, Under the Banner of Heaven, 
Left Behind, Blackstone, Burn Your Maps, It’s Not My Fault and I Don’t Care Anyway, Broke Back Mountain,  
The Reckoning, Right Side of Wrong, Shanghai-Noon, The Jack Bull, Heartland. OTHER: Elizabeth 
Sterling Hayes Award for Little Elephants, Betty Mitchell Award for Communion and The Good Life and 
Best Director for Bad Jews - Theatre Calgary, Betty Mitchell Award Nominations for Music for Contor-
tionists, Elizabeth Rex, The Constant Wife, Perfect Pie. Valerie was awarded the Michelle Dias Award 
in 2018 from Theatre Alberta, and the Gina Wilkinson Prize from the Shaw Festival in 2015.

W H E R E  T H E  B L O O D M I X E S   A C T I N G  A N D A R T I S T I C  B I O G R A P H I E S



 PAULINE SHIRT was born and raised in Saddle Lake Reserve, Alberta. Pauline is 
greatly recognized for her commitment to the Toronto Indigenous community and 
for her dedication as a teacher and lecturer. She is a member of the Three Fires 
Society and the Buffalo Dance Society. She is a Founder of Kapapamahchakwew 
- Wandering Spirit School. She serves many Indigenous organizations to enhance 

the betterment of the Toronto Indigenous community. Today, Pauline serves as a mentor to many 
Indigenous youth and young families as an experienced and trusted Grandmother.

 TARA SKY was born and raised in Tkaronto however their family lives all across  
the west coast. Mixed Indigenous; Métis, Haisla, and settler. SOULPEPPER 2022: 
Where the Blood Mixes. OTHER THEATRE: Reasonable doubt (Persephone Theatre);  
Think of the Children, Serious Money, 7 Stories, We came from dust (NTS); Holy 
Mothers (SummerWorks); Nativity (NAC). FILM & TV: Delivery, The River You Step In,  

Ruby Sky P.I. OTHER: You can also catch them in the 2022 season at Stratford. They would like to 
thank the trailblazers that came before them to allow for a young Indigenous Queer to be on 
stages like this.

 JAMES DALLAS SMITH SOULPEPPER 2022: Where the Blood Mixes. FOR SOULPEPPER:  
Almighty Voice and His Wife (2019 - Dora Nomination for Outstanding Performance),  
Three Sisters (2007), The Time of Your Life (2007), King Lear (2006), Our Town (2006),  
The Government Inspector (2006.) OTHER THEATRE: MacBeth (Great Southwest 
Shakespeare Festival); This is How We Got Here, Ipperwash (Native Earth Performing  

Arts); The Berlin Blues, Ipperwash (Blyth); The Drawer Boy, Proof (Centaur); Hard Times for These 
Times (NAC); A Midsummer Night’s Dream, As You Like It (Driftwood Theatre); Danny, King of the 
Basement (MTYP); Hayfever, Anne of Green Gables (Thousand Islands Playhouse); and Heart of a 
Distant Tribe (CIT/Equity Showcase Theatre) 

 ARUN SRINIVASAN was born and raised in Toronto, ON. SOULPEPPER 2022: 
Where The Blood Mixes. OTHER THEATRE: Lessons In Forgetting (Pleaides Theatre);  
Take The Moment (Musical Stage Co.); I Am William (Stratford); Wendy & Peter Pan 
(Stratford); MixTape (Crow’s Theatre); Six Essential Questions (Factory Theatre); 
The Enchanted Loom (Cahoots); Singkil (fuGEN); People Power (Carlos Bulosan 

Theatre); The Tempest, Romeo & Juliet (Canadian Stage); Doubt, A Parable, A Closer Walk with Patsy  
Cline (Globe Theatre). OTHER: He has been nominated for 8 Doras for Outstanding Lighting Design 
in both the Theatre and Dance categories.
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 COLE VINCENT was born in Clinton, ON and raised in Grand Bend, ON. SOULPEPPER  
2022: Where the Blood Mixes. FOR SOULPEPPER: Welcome to My Home - Her Words  
Festival (2021), Rose (2019). OTHER THEATRE: Sexy Laundry, The New Canadian 
Curling Club (Thousand Islands Playhouse); Eraser : A New Normal (Theatre Direct);  
Kitne Saare Laloo Yahan Pey Hain (NextStage Festival); Room, The Glass Menagerie  

(The Grand Theatre); The Pianist of Willesden Lane (Harold Green Jewish Theatre); Aqsarniit, Anne 
of Green Gables, Jesus Christ Superstar (Charlottetown Festival); Eraser (The Riser Project - Why Not  
Theatre, Theatre Direct); Birds of a Feather (Roseneath Theatre); King Lear, Twelfth Night, Hamlet, 
All’s Well That Ends Well (Canadian Stage) OTHER: Venue Stage Manager at the Toronto International  
Film Festival, BFA Theatre Production and Design - York University.

W H E R E  T H E  B L O O D M I X E S   A C T I N G  A N D A R T I S T I C  B I O G R A P H I E S

Soulpepper Theatre and Native Earth are members of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres  
and engage professional Artists who are members of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the terms  
of the jointly negotiated Canadian Theatre Agreement.
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Health Canada - First Nations and Inuit Health -  
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (For Indigenous communities)

—  bit.ly/HealthCanada-FirstNationsandInuitHealth
—  Phone: 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis Line (For former students)
—  bit.ly/CanadianIndianResidentialSchoolCrisisLine
—  Phone: 1-866-925-4419

Six Nations Crisis Services (For Six Nations band members)
—  Phone: 1-866-445-2204 or (445-2204)

Kids Help Phone (For youth and young adults)
—  kidshelpphone.ca 
—  Phone: 1-800-668-6868 – available 24/7

Crisis Text Line 
—  crisistextline.ca (Powered by Kids Help Phone)
—  Text: #686868

Good2Talk (For post-secondary students in Ontario)
—  good2talk.ca 
—  Phone: 1-866-925-5454

Connex Ontario/Mental Health Helpline (For everyone)
—  connexontario.ca 
—  Phone: 1-866-531-2600

Crisis Services Canada - Suicide Prevention and Support (For everyone)
—  crisisservicescanada.ca/en/ 
—  Phone: 1-833-456-4566
—  Text: #45645, text ‘start’ 

Toronto Distress Centre (For Toronto and area residents)
—  torontodistresscentre.com
—  Phone: 416-408-HELP

Bereaved Families of Ontario (For everyone)
—  bfotoronto.ca
—  Phone: (416) 440-0290

Canadian Association for Suicide Prevention (For everyone)
—  suicideprevention.ca

Audiences may find some content of Where the  
Blood Mixes distressing – there is someone to talk to:

R E S O U R C E S
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DONORS
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of creation and exploration, and to enrich the community with great theatre. 
 
The generosity of our many supporters makes everything we do at Soulpepper possible. 
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Elspeth Bowler*
Denise Donlon*
Frank Fuernkranz
Robin Heintzman & Gordon Currie
Kent James
Elaine Kierans  
   & Shawn McReynolds*
Christopher Lee
Donald & Lorraine Loeb*
Sue and Biff Matthews
Richard Newland
Ghazala Parvez & Frank Fuernkranz*
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*
Roxana Tavana
Martha Tory
Alan Walker
Nicholas Walker - BWI

Benefactor 
$1,000 – $2,499 
Jacqueline Allard
Julia Andrew
Richard J. Balfour*
Paul & Carol Barber*
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Guy Beaudin
Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen
David & Patti Bragg*

Nicholas Chambers
Jane & Bob Clapp
Sheila Croft*
Bill Douglas*
Russell & Carol Finch*
Kevin Garland
Steve & Mariann Geist*
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*
Sari & Ronald Goldenberg*
Sonny Goldstein  
   & Dr. Betty Rozendaal
Vic & Marion Hepburn*
Ellen Hill
Laura & Sigitas Keras*
Pam Kimmet
Diane & Jim King*
Val Koziol
Kikelomo Lawal
Anne Layton & Jamie Isbister*
Edward and Frances Lee
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*
Kim Marshall
Linda McCain
John & Kay McKellar*
Weyni Mengesha
Mary Jane Mossman  
   & Brian Bucknall*
Marg & Gary Mousseau
R. Ostrower*
Elizabeth Pen
Sheila Phillips
Carol & Morton Rapp
Mazi Raz
Scott Reid & Sayla Nordin*
Ann Savege*
Roger & Kathleen Savory*
Catherine Seton
Ivor & Renee Simmons*
Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson*
Jennifer Thompson
Jack & Elizabeth Tomik
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee*
Lucinda Widdrington
Jane & Donald Wright Fund  
   at Toronto Foundation
Nina Kaiden Wright
1 anonymous supporter 

Friend 
$250-$999
Nancy and Albert Alexanian
Kerri Anderson
Aubie & Esther-Rose Angel*
Wendy Balfour
Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Anna Bolton
Shelley Boyes
Terry Boyle & Jim Lawlor*
Mary Lou Brock*
William Broughton
Graham Brunke*
Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting*
Helena Bzonkova*
Jamie Cameron  
   & Christopher Bredt*
Glenn Cantello
Ellen & Brian Carr*
Elizabeth Charal
Karen Cheah
Jeanne Chua
Tracy Cocivera
Claudia Colas
Dorothy Cook
Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
Joan D. Cranston*
Bill Crothers
Leslie Dan
Mark & Rita Daniel*
Lydia Danylciw*
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Henry Dinsdale & Diane Wherrett
Steven D. Donohoe*
Debbie Dumaresq
Andres Duran
Sheona Duthie & Patrick McHugh
Vivien Dzau
Patricia A. Elliot*
Chris Elson
Charmain Emerson
Wendy Evans
Shari & John Ezyk
Glenna J. Fair*
The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier
Barbara Fingerote*
Lynne Fitzpatrick
David Fleck
Carol & Peter Foster*
David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser
Mark & Catherine Graham
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Bey Grieve
Michael & Marjorie Hale*
Jason Hanson & Karen Weinstein
Barbara Hardy
Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Susan & Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Clive Houseman
Ann Humphreys
Gillian Humphreys*
Thomas Hurka*
Alison Janzen
Alicia Jeffrey
Don & Susan Johnston*
Rayna Jolley*
Shirley Katz
Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Jennifer Keenan
Claire Kennedy
Charles Ketchabaw*
The Kit Skelly Foundation
Katharine Lake Berz
Rae Lake
Jeffrey Lamont
Karen Lang
Michelle Large
Grit & Judith Laskin
Dale Lawr*
V. Leapman
Victoria Lee & Philip Hebert
Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Linda Lewis
Oliver & Gillian Long*
Larry Lubin
Art & Carol MacDonald
Alexandra MacLennan*
Peter Manson*
Claude Marchand  
   & William Richard Peltier
Joanna Martin
Linda Massey
Dorothy McComb*
Kelly McDonald & Greg Sigurdson*
Robert McElhinney
Donald & Helen McGillivray*
Dr. Janet E. McIntosh*
Shawn McReynolds
Jalye Mengesha
Lynn & Peter Mills
Doug Milne
Susan Moellers*
Murray Moore*

Julian Mulock
Steve Munro*
Paul Murphy*
Linda Netten
Brian O’Leary*
Lawrence Palk
Susanne Palmer*
Katherine Paterson*
Peter Payan
Jelena Pejovic
Stephen Phillips*
Catharine Pickett*
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis*
Dr. Mark J. Rapoport*
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris Reed*
Susan Reed
Nick & Lynn Ross
Irene Roth
Jan Rush
Leslie Sanders
Robert & Kathleen Saunders*
Brian and Annalee Schnurr
Marshall Self
Claire Shields
Rajiv Singal
Cecilia Smith
Larry Smith & Geri Kozorys-Smith
McLean Smits Family Foundation
James Stuart
Carol Strom & John Migicovsky
Francoise Sutton*
Carol Swindell
W. Michael Than
Jan & Ken Thompson*
Pamela Thomson*
Gail Todgham
Elena Tomasone
Tyler Turnbull
Stephen Uzielli  
   & Robin Siegerman*
Cathy Vine
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Irene & Hastings Withers*
Gloria & Gordon Zive*
4 anonymous supporters 

Soulpepper extends our special 
gratitude to members of our  
Soul Mates program, who donate 
monthly to support our artistic  
and educational programming.

Soulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have  
generously arranged bequests  
to Soulpepper:

Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson 
RKevin & Roger Garland 
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
7 anonymous friends of Soulpepper

Women Centre Stage
Julia Andrew
Deborah Barrett & Jim Leech
Alexandra Baillie
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Julie Brill & John Ashkenas
Helen Findlay & Reg Bronskill
Martha Burns
Martha & George Butterfield 
Natalie Caravaggio
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson
Cheryl Davidson
Kiki & Ian Delaney
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Laura Drake & Eric Minns
Bill Fleury & Sheryl Kennedy
Beverley Flynn
Andrew Gillespie
The Hand Family
Susan Howard
Nancy Jain
Greg Kiessling & Pam Isaak
Diane & Jim King
Michelle & Craig Lally
Anne Langford Dotsikas
Elizabeth Leonard
Lindy Green & Sam Chiaton
Sheena Macdonald & Phil Schmitt
Mary MacKay MacMillan
Kim Marshall
Seana McKenna
Judy and Mark McLean
Weyni Mengesha
Marcia Moffat
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf
Bill Morneau & Nancy McCain
Margaret & Gary Mousseau

S O U L P E P P E R  S U P P O R T E R S



Kathleen Murphy & David McCarthy
Ed & Cindy Nowina
Margaret O’Sullivan
Alisa Palmer
Gabrielle Peacock
Elizabeth Pen
The Philip Fox Fund
Sheila Phillips
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
   & Chris von Boetticher
Sarah Robertson
Ed Sangmuah
Elaine Smith
Carl Steiss & Francyne Aubert
Kristin Taylor
Pamela Thomson

Jack & Elizabeth Tomik
Teresa Walsh
Lucinda Widdrington
Anita Wong
Denise Zarn
Marc Zwelling
In Memory of Penny Arthurs
2 anonymous supporters

Women Centre Stage  
Co-Chairs (2020 - Present):
Denise Donlon
Dana Lafarga
Jackie Moss
Sanjay Nakra
Roxana Tavana 

If we have erred in the spelling, listing 
or omission of your name, please 
accept our sincerest apologies and 
contact us at 416 203 6264 x.145 or 
development@soulpepper.ca  
so we may correct our records  
for future publications.

Individuals recognized for donations  
made between January 1, 2021 and 
March 28, 2022

 * Donors who have given to  
Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years

 + Soulpepper staff and Artist donors

Proud Presenting
Sponsor of

Soulpepper's
Free 25
& Under
program

We live in a country with 
a rich and deep appreciation 
for arts and culture, and 
we’re committed to fund 
programs that enable 
Canadians of all means 
and backgrounds to enjoy 
the very best.
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Staff

Keith Barker
Artistic Director

Isaac Thomas
Managing Director 

Bryan-Clifford Batty
Venue Coordinator

Abby Ho
Marketing Coordinator

Alex Franks
Patron Services Coordinator

Elizabeth Staples
Clayton Batson
Alexis Nanibush
Joelle Peters
Kaitlynn Tomaselli
Sivert Das
Megan Legesse
Patron Services Representatives

Kristen Frances
Administrative Assistance

Lindsay Lachance
Aniimikiig Program Director

Board

Bob Crawford
Georgia Quartaro
Jacqueline Nunes
Chloë Crawford

N A T I V E  E A R T H  P E R F O R M I N G A R T S

Native Earth Performing Arts is 
Canada’s premiere Indigenous 
performing arts company. We are 
dedicated to sharing stories of  
the Indigenous experience through  
theatre, dance, and multidisci-
plinary arts. For 39 years, Native 
Earth has led the creation of 
the Indigenous body of work in 
Canada and developed the work  
of over 200 artists through Weesa-
geechak Begins to Dance, our  
annual development festival of 
new Indigenous works.

STAY CONNECTED AND UP-TO-DATE

YOUTUBE.COM/ 
NATIVEE ARTHPERFORMINGARTS

@NATIVEEARTHPERFORMINGARTS

@NATIVEEARTH

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
NATIVEE ARTHPERFORMINGARTS

BOX OFFICE: 416 531 1402
NATIVEEARTH.CA/BOXOFFICE→

NEWSLET TER:  
BIT.LY/NEPANEWSLET TER
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Alain Richer
Allie Gilks
Annick Aubert
April Leung
Barbara Fingerote
Bev Lepischak
Brandon Pereira
Brenda Darling & Ian Gilmour
Brigitte Mulder
Byron Abalos
Cameron Mackenzie
Christine & Ross Atkins
Denise Bolduc
Devin Herbert
Dianne Weinrib
Djelamian Benedicte Mbaididje 
Bianguiral
Dog Martin Comedy
Don Kendal
Donna-Michelle St. Bernard
Drew Hayden Taylor
Dylan Coutts
Elizabeth Pasternak
Eva Barrie

Eva Karpinski
Fran Accinelli
Frances Loiselle
Georgia Quartaro (Board)
Gil Garratt
Hallie Seline
Ian Gilmour
Ian Mackenzie
Isaac Thomas (Staff)
J. Kent James
Jacqueline Nunes (Board)
Jahnelle Williams
Janine Pearson
Jeff Cummings
Jeffrey McGilton
Jesse Wente
Julie Florio
Karen Robson
Katherine Bishop
Keith Barker (Staff) 
Kenneth Lund
Keshia Palm
Krista Wylie
Lise Olds

Liza Balkan
Maev Beaty
Maria Maksymiw
Melanie McNeill
Michael Trent
Moira Forbes
Nancy Sinclair
Owen Mackwood
Ricardo Gomez-Insausti
Ryan Blakely
Sadie Berlin
Sarah G. Stanley
Sarah Robbins
Shannon Blake
Stephanie Applin
Sunny Drake
Susan Crean
Susan Sinclair
Thalia Gonzalez Kane
The Children’s Book Bank
William Matthews
Anonymous (8)

Native Earth gratefully acknowledges the support of these generous individuals:

N A T I V E  E A R T H  P E R F O R M I N G A R T S  S U P P O R T E R S

DONORS
 
Native Earth is grateful to our supporters who contribute toward sustaining the work of a range 
of contemporary artists from across Turtle Island. With their support, we are able to support 
Indigenous creators, develop new work and produce theatre, dance, and multi-disciplinary work. 

The need to continue supporting artists to create work remains constant. Help us make that 
difference. To make a donation, visit nativeearth.ca/donate

Native Earth Performing Arts is a charitable organization. Registration number 119052116RR0001

government support

Foundation support

THE CHAWKERS
FOUNDATION

MCLEAN SMITS
FAMILY FOUNDATION

PAT AND TONY ADAMS FREEDOM 
FOUNDATION FOR THE ARTS

MERCER-LUNZ
FOUNDATION

KINGFISHER
FOUNDATION

GREEN SANDERSON
FAMILY FOUNDATION
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T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E  N ’ L A K A’ P A M U X  N A T I O N ,  A N D  T H E  LY T T O N  F I R S T  N A T I O N .

The title and location of Where the Blood 
Mixes comes from the town of Kumsheen,  
the place where the Thompson and the 

Fraser Rivers meet. A more accurate translation is  
“the place inside the heart where the blood mixes.”  
Kumsheen, also known as Lytton, BC, is the  
heart of the N’laka’pamux Nation, and the Lytton  
First Nation.

On June 30th, 2021 the town of Lytton, the Lytton  
First Nation, and the surrounding area were 
devastated by a wildfire that ripped through the 
entire community following three consecutive days  
of the hottest temperatures ever recorded in 
Canada. Within a matter of minutes over 90% of  
the town was destroyed.

This is the first time this play has been produced 
since the wildfire. We bring this work to life with 
care and with the thoughts of the thousands of 

people who lost their homes and their community,  
including playwright Kevin Loring. Kevin described  
how he saw the house he grew up in and his 
hometown in flames, throughout videos circulating  
online. “The first 10 seconds, it’s my house. It’s the 
house I grew up in. It’s on repeat,” said Loring. 

Rebuilding and recovering will take time –  
if you would you like to contribute to the Lytton 
First Nation’s rebuilding efforts, you can send 
e-transfers to: 

lfndonations@lfn.band

Your support will be felt by the community. 

PLEASE LEND YOUR SUPPORT
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Proud to support 
Soulpepper

We’re working together Soulpepper. 

It’s just one of the ways we are helping 
to open doors for a more inclusive 
and sustainable tomorrow. 

td.com/tdreadycommitment

© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.

Untitled-1   1 2022-03-18   2:50:24 PM

Proud to support 
Soulpepper

We’re working together Soulpepper. 

It’s just one of the ways we are helping 
to open doors for a more inclusive 
and sustainable tomorrow. 

td.com/tdreadycommitment

© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.
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ALWAYS DANCE LIKE THE  
ANCESTORS ARE WATCHING.
With brilliance, irreverence, and fearless wit,  
three Indigenous women hit the road on their  
way to the largest powwow on the West Coast –  
and to self-discovery. But how do you discover 
yourself when Columbus allegedly already did that?  
Come along for the ride to connect with the 
ancestors on this mind bending and boundary  
blurring adventure.

Winner of the Governor  
General’s Award for Drama

ON STAGE: JUNE 23 – JULY 24

Kamloopa is a Co-Production with Native Earth Performing Arts
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Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs 
Executive Director

Administration

Idil Djafer  
Executive Assistant to the  
Artistic & Executive Directors

Luke Reece  
Associate Artistic Director

Aria Evans  
Metcalf Intern Artistic Director

Ruthie Luff  
Transition Manager

Kayla Vanderlip  
Covid Compliance Manager

Producing

Jonathan Heppner  
Executive Producer

Annie Clarke  
Producer

Kimberly Colburn  
Producer, New Work Development

Production

Jasmine Knox   
Senior Production Manager

Corey MacVicar  
Technical Director

Julia Carrano  
Assistant Production Manager

Rhett Costin  
Assistant Technical Director

Andy Devries  
Head Carpenter

Janet Pym  
Head of Wardrobe 

Lisa Nighswander  
Head of Properties 

Paul Boddum  
Head Scenic Artist 

Development

Gabrielle Peacock  
Director of Partnerships  
& Development

Lauren Vandervoort  
Development Manager,  
Individual Giving

Liza Hersh  
Development Officer,  
Corporate & Foundation

Adele Kei  
Development Coordinator

Marketing

Peter Crighton  
Director of Marketing  
& Communications

Riaz Charania  
Marketing Manager

Milusha Copas  
Media & Communications Officer

Education

Rohan Kulkarni  
Education Manager

Ahlam Hassan  
Education Coordinator

Finance

Lisa Hamel  
Director of Finance & HR

Kesily Li  
Accounting Supervisor

Fang Tian  
Accounting Coordinator

Rachel Shen  
Payroll Coordinator

Valeriya Plyakina  
Interim Accounting Manager

Maria Larina  
Finance Manager*

Founding Members

Martha Burns 
Susan Coyne 
Ted Dykstra 
Michael Hanrahan 
Stuart Hughes 
Diana Leblanc 
Diego Matamoros 
Nancy Palk 
Albert Schultz 
Robyn Stevan 
William Webster 
Joseph Ziegler

Board of Directors

Alex Besharat
Rob Brouwer
Robin Cardozo
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang
Casey Chisick
Maureen Dodig
Denise Donlon
Charmain Emerson
Beverley Flynn
Roger Garland
Nancy Jain
Melissa Kennedy
Dana Lafarga
Melissa Martin
Nancy Mccain
Vanessa Morgan
Jackie Moss
Timothy Murphy
Sanjay Nakra
Maja Neable
James O’sullivan
Roxana Tavana
Martha Tory
Alan Walker

S O U L P E P P E R  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper are represented by Local 828 of the Internationals 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees
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Y O U N G C E N T R E  F O R  T H E  P E R F O R M I N G A R T S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Patron Services

Karen Turner 
Senior Manager Of Patron & 
Operations Services ristas

Alan O’Meara 
Manager of Patron Services 

Brianna Gorsline 
Operation Services Coordinator

Archie St. Louis
Emily Templeman
Duty Manager 

Kara Austria
Chloe MacPherson
Senior Patron Services 
Representative

Adrian Chevalier  
Nicholas Eddie
Elyssia Giancola
Shayna Linds
Patron Services Representatives

Saumya Arora  
Kenzie Delo  
Madeleine Redican  
Emily Templeman
Floor Captains

Juliet Di Carlo 
Renee Christianson  
Colleen Didur
Jeffrey Johnston 
Riley Kelk
Shakorah McPhee
Alice Nguyen
Henry Oswald Peirson
Hilary Scott 
Kartiki Sharma
Ushers

Café Staff

Melanie Ferreira 
Café Manager

Ahmed Al-shabi
Lucy Ellis  
Aaron MacPherson
James McLachlan
Henry Oswald Peirson
Emma Presselo
Baristas

I.T.

Fernando Arriola 
I.T. Manager 

Sheila Kearney Miller 
Tessitura Administrator 

Andrew Ho 
I.T. Systems Administrator

Building Operations

Greg Poulin 
Manager of Building Operation  
& Production

David Denton
Building Operator

Nigel Agnew
Building Supervisor

Technicians

Andres Castillo-Smith 
Camille Macdonald  
Ashton Vetter  
Dalton Villeneuve-Marini  
House Technicians

Board of Directors

Rob Brouwer
Luigi Ferrara
Beverley Flynn
Michael Herrera
John D. McKellar
Nancy Prenevost

Thank You!

Thanks to our wonderful legion  
of Young Centre volunteers  
for their continued support!

Young Centre Facilities Funding: 

House and Stage Technicians employed by the Young Centre for the Performing Arts are represented by Local 58 of the  
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.
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That’s Enriched Thinking.®

®Registered trademarks of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under licence. Scotia Capital Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund 
 and the Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada.

Connect with us at ScotiaWealthManagement.com

Creative & Production Services, 100 Yonge St., 5th Floor, Toronto ON, M5C 2W1

File: 2232574_SWM_Program_Grey Workfront #: 2232574

Trim: 6” x 9” Colours: Greyscale Deadline: Mar 25, 2022

Bleed: 0.125” Safety: 0.25” In Market: TBD

Pub: SWM Program Guide Designer: CL      Prod:  CL



2 3

Soulpepper gratefully acknowledges the support of the following:

S O U L P E P P E R  S U P P O R T E R S

major sponsor & COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER music sponsor

Soulpepper academy

soulpepper on the stage

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

Fondation 
Alex U Soyka

The Joan & Clifford  
Hatch Foundation

The Marion Armstrong
Charitable Foundation

The Norman & Margaret 
Jewison Charitable Foundation

The McLean
Foundation

Pitblado Family
Foundation

Woco
Foundation

government support



STAY CONNECTED AND UP-TO-DATE SAVING TREES

SOUNDCLOUD.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHE ATRE

YOUTUBE.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHE ATRE

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPER

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHE ATRE

WE ARE GOING DIGITAL!

PLE ASE CONSIDER RETURNING  
YOUR PLAYBILLTO AN USHER AS  
YOU E XIT THE THE ATRE. 

ACCESS THE DIGITAL VERSION ONLINE:

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  A T T E N D I N G T H E  P E R F O R M A N C E W H E R E  T H E  B L O O D M I X E S

The artists and staff of Soulpepper, Native Earth and the Young Centre for the Performing  
Arts acknowledge the original caretakers and storytellers of this land — the Mississaugas  
of the Credit, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations.  
We commit to honouring and celebrating their past, present and future.

*

BOX OFFICE: 416 866 8666
SOULPEPPER.CA→


