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ARTISTIC LEADERSHIP NOTE

Hello and welcome to our long-awaited production of Zhe Seagull by

Anton Chekhov, a new adaptation by Simon Stephens.

We were just days away from opening the show in 2020 before director
Daniel Brooks and a talented team of artists had to take a three-year
pause. That pause launched us into many conversations around the
theatre, its relevance, meaning and our purpose. Some of the central

questions posed in this brilliant play.

We are so happy to have longtime collaborator Daniel Brooks back at
the helm of this production, a director whose work has had significant

impact on the evolution of Canadian theatre.

We thank you so much for being here and sharing this story with us,

and look forward to seeing you back at the theatre soon.

PR

GIDEON ARTHURS WEYNI MENGESHA
Executive Director, Artistic Director,

Soulpepper Theatre Company Soulpepper Theatre Company



DIRECTOR’S NOTE

I love the plays of Chekhov.

I love Chekhov for his recognition that we live our lives enslaved

in our selves. No one in Chekhov’s plays is free of the self, of the
habits and opinions and conditions of the self, or of the anguish that
comes from the craving for a fixed identity, the endless assertions of
self: T am an actress, 'm a doctor, I'm so poor, I am so unhappy, I'm

insignificant...

I love that Chekhov characters often declaim their fate: I will tear love
out of my heart, I will become an actress, I will shoot myself, I will go
to Moscow. But fate sometimes goes unfulfilled. Fate does not speak

through the human tongue, if it speaks at all.

I love him because he finds no solution in grand ideas, in declaring
meaning. Chekhov is inclined to uncover meaning that already exists
in our human interdependence. Chekhov’s people are bound to each
other (as you the audience will be bound to the actor for this evening,
and the actor to you). Meaning exists in this bond. And those who
declare that “there is no meaning in life” are not expressing a grand
truth about life, but escaping from the ethical claims that others have

on us, claims that would make our lives meaningful, but also more

difficult.

I love Chekhov because his plays are comical symphonies, working
in dimensions of time and space, in the body and in language. The
characters remain unknown to themselves in the flux of words and
time. Time is a tyrannical pressure, a shimmering mirage, a laugh, a

dream.

I love his cheekiness and wit. And his tenderness, especially for those

who yearn.

I love him because he blames no one.

Through his art he imbues the confusion of time, the infinitesimal
travails of human experience as well as the infinite dance of cons, he

imbues it all with perplexity and love.

DANIEL BROOKS
Director, The Seagull



BACKGROUND NOTES I

Background Notes

There are so many English language adaptations of
Anton Chekhov’s plays that the New York Times
recently wondered if the Dramatist’s Guild required
every playwright to produce one as a condition of
membership. The Seagull is an especially popular
choice for reincarnation. Even Tennessee Williams
tried it in 1981, calling his version 7he Notebook of

Trigorin.

The adaptor of the version you will see tonight,
British playwright Simon Stephens, is a passionate
devotee of the Russian master and he makes

no bones about it: “In his plays and stories, he
(Chekhov) has excavated the human condition
with more tenderness and honesty than anyone else
I've ever read.” Stephens does not speak Russian,
however, so he created this version from a literal
translation, a somewhat unorthodox choice in some
circles. He had no interest in a historically accurate
rendering. His stated goal was to focus on the
vitality, sensuality, rage, and compassionate spirt of

the original.

The hilarious and heartfelt result is a deep dive

into the heart of the play: a clash of generations

that explores our longing for love and attention,

our desire to make our mark, the fear that we’ll

be forgotten. Director Daniel Brooks says this
adaptation might not please purists, but Stephens
brings Chekhov into our century without sacrificing
the structure, tone, and characters of the original.

In spare and evocative language, he invites actors

to inhabit every corner of these contradictory

characters.

Stephens says plays are not literary. They are a
starting point for a night in the theatre. Welcome to

your night. We are so glad you are here.

Playwright Bio

Anton Chekhov is an acknowledged master of
playwriting but in his day theatre audiences did

not immediately embrace him: The Seagull was
almost booed off the stage at its premiere. Uncle
Vanya and Cherry Orchard were more popular,
though international fame came only after his death.
A practising physician, Chekhov drew creative
inspiration from those he treated, as well as from the
active social life he enjoyed. He died in 1904 at the
age of 44.

Adaptor Biography

Simon Stephens is a powerhouse of contemporary
British theatre. His work embraces original plays
and adaptations and he’s known for experimentation
and rigorous collaboration with directors and actors.
Like Chekhov, his work combines comedy and
tragedy, favouring energy and unpredictability over
convention. Stephens is a professor of writing at the
University of Manchester and counts a capybara

among his immediate family members.

Background Notes by Paula Wing

In 2020 we began rehearsals for The Seagull
before being shut down by the COVID
pandemic. This 2023 production builds

on the work of the artists who were a part

of this original process: the actors Ghazal
Azarbad, Raquel Duffy, Darren Herbert,
Stuart Hughes, Alex McCoeye, and
Sugith Varughese. Set and costume designer
Lorenzo Savoini and assistant stage manager
Erika Morey. We gratefully acknowledge

their contribution to our work.
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ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGRAPHIES

ANGELA MAE BAGO is a first generation Filipino-Canadian woman and is an
emerging artist to the Toronto arts scene. She’d like to dedicate this show to all her
| friends and family that have helped her along the way to success. SOULPEPPER

‘ ] 2023: The Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER: Draw Me Close (2021). OTHER THEATRE: 15
(0 T‘M Dogs (Crow’s Theatre); Carmen (COQC); Little Women (Stratford Festival); Salt-Water
Moon (Guild Festival Theatre); Letters to my Grandma (Paprika Festival), Tales from the Flipside
(Carlos Bulosan Theatre); A (Musical) Midsummer Night’s Dream (Driftwood Theatre).

RAOUL BHANEJA was born in Manchester, UK and raised in Germany and Canada.
SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER: The School For Wives (2000).
OTHER THEATRE: Disgraced (Mirvish/ Hope and Hell Theatre), Life Death and The
Blues (Theatre Passe Muraille/ Hope and Hell Theatre - National Tour), Hamlet
(solo) (Hope and Hell Theatre), Bashir Lazhar (Tarragon Theatre), Rice Boy
(Stratford), Savage Sensuality (Shakespeare’s Globe). FILM & TELEVISION: Over 125 appearances
including Possessor, Miss Sloane, Blindspot, Grey’s Anatomy, Clarice. OTHER: Graduate of The
National Theatre School, Gemini, Dora and Canadian Comedy Award nominee. 2022 Winner Best
Actor, United Solo Festival, New York and leader of Maple Blues Award winners Raoul and The Big
Time since 1998.

DANIEL BROOKS SOULPEPPER 2023: Director: The Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER:
Waiting For Godot, A Doll’s House, The Aleph, The Cherry Orchard, Endgame,
Betrayal. OTHER THEATRE: Insomnia, The Noam Chomsky Lectures (with Guillermo
Verdecchia); The Full Light of Day, The Good Life, The Eco Show (writer); House,
Here Lies Henry, Monster, Let’s Run Away (with Daniel Maclvor); Indulgence, Red
Tape (W|th Augusta Company); The Runner, Bigger Than Jesus, Divisadero, Half Life, Faust, Oedipus,
Drowsy Chaperone (director). OTHER: First Baillie Fellow at Soulpepper, Siminovitch Prize winner.
His work has toured across the country and around the world.

FRANIK COX-O’CONNELL was born and raised in Toronto, ON. SOULPEPPER 2023:
Baillie Fellow. Associate Director: The Seagull. Director & Co-Creator: The Secret
Chord: A Leonard Cohen Experience; Detroit: Music of the Motor City. FOR
SOULPEPPER, Director: The Golden Record, Fool For Love, The Just, Riverboat Coffee
House, A Moveable Feast, The Secret Chord, True North (NYC), The Big Easy. Actor:
Rose, Wedding at Aulis, Idomeneus, Picture This, Tartuffe, The Crucible, Spoon River, Marat/Sade,
Thirst of Hearts. OTHER THEATRE: Director: Romeo and Juliet (Canadian Stage); Other Jesus (Public
Recordings); Ajax & Little Iliad (EW&FCO). Actor: Hamlet (Canadian Stage); Hedda Gabler (Necessary
Angel); The Mill (TheatreFront); The Drawer Boy (Passe Muraille/UK tour); Sanctuary Song
(Luminato). OTHER: Dora Award, Jessica Fraser Award, SummerWorks Spotlight Award, Graduate of
National Theatre School and the Soulpepper Academy.




ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGRAPHIES

OLIVER DENNIS was born in Montreal and raised in Carbondale, Illinois.
SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. SOULPEPPER 2022: Where the Blood Mixes,
Queen Goneril, King Lear. FOR SOULPEPPER: Around 100 productions since the first
season. Here, he has had the opportunity to play Shakespeare and Moliere, Miller
* W and Williams and Albee. Beckett, lonesco, Orton. Simon. Sarah Ruhl and Suzan-Lori
Parks and Tracey Letts. David French and Morris Panych/Brenda Robins and Mike Ross/Sarah Wilson
and Lee MacDougall and Vern Thiessen and Michael Shamata. Shaffer, Story, Stoppard, Frayn and
Aykbourn. To name some. FILM & TELEVISION: Please support Canadian Film by catching American
Hangman and Don’t Get Killed in Alaska on a popular media platform. And also, Slings and Arrows!

SHANNON LEA DOYLE was born and raised in Tkaronto, where the trees stand in
water. SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER: Jesus Hopped the ‘A’
Train, Fool For Love, Little Menace: The Pinter Plays, La Béte, Vimy, The Just, I’m
Doing This For You, The Anger of Ernest and Ernestine, The Heidi Chronicles,
Soulpepper Concert Series, The Dybbuk. OTHER THEATRE: Things | Know To Be True
(Company Theatre / Mirvish Productions), Three Women from Swatow, Orestes Online (Tarragon
Theatre), This is How We Got Here (Native Earth), Getting Married (The Shaw Festival). FILM &
TELEVISION: Painkiller (Netflix), The Hot Zone (National Geographic). OTHER: Shannon is a graduate
of the 2013-2015 Soulpepper Academy and is a founder of Triga Creative. Her work has received a
Dora Award and multiple Toronto Theatre Critics Awards.

ELLIE ELLWAND was born in Toronto to a family of actors. SOULPEPPER 2023: The
Seagull (debut). OTHER THEATRE: Calpurnia (National Arts Center, RMTC), What |
Call Her (Crow’s Theatre), Legacy (Magjusjen Entertainment), The Nails
(Summerworks), The Queen’s Eulogy (Toronto Fringe) Exit the King, King Lear (NTS).
Upcoming: Prairie Nurse (Capitol Theatre). FILM/ TV: Accused (FOX), Murdoch
Mysterles (CBC) The Comey Rule, Homeschooled (CBC Gem), Slo Pitch (OUTtv/ Prime), Band Ladies
(web series), Busytown Mysteries, Super Why (CBC Kids), Repo Men (Universal). Ellie is a National
Theatre School graduate. For T + G.




ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGRAPHIES

3 SIMON FON SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. With over 600 professional credits in
TV, Film and Stage and 30 years of experience stretching from Broadway to
Stratford, Mirvish, Canadian Stage, Resident Fight Director at Soulpepper (2002 -
2020), Simon specializes in all areas: Weaponry, Aerial Flying (NAAFED certified),
Unarmed Combat (Eastern and Western). Simon has coached and performed with
actors Christopher Plummer, Rachel McAdams, Martin Short, Billy Connolly, and Colm Feore to name
a few. Fight Master with FDC. Executive Director and Founder of RIOT A.C.T. earning 17 nominations
and 8 awards, including Simon for Male Action Performer of the Year 2009 AOF Festival — California.
www.simonfon.com and www.riotact.ca

FARHANG GHAJAR was born in Tehran and grew up around Toronto. SOULPEPPER
2023: The Seagull (debut). OTHER THEATRE: Coriolanus, The Front Page, Napoli
Milionaria!, Othello, The Tempest, Twelfth Night (Stratford). FILM & TELEVISION:
Star Trek: Discovery, Capture Kill Release, Ghostwriter, A Higher Loyalty, Man
Seeking Woman, Pretty Hard Cases, Dark Matter, Snow. OTHER: I’d like to thank my
nice friends for literally everything. Your love is too much and my heart can’t bear it and | can’t ever
repay you but | promise I’ll try forever. Love you so very much.

HAILEY GILLIS is a performer, composer, voice actor and arts educator, from
Grimsby Ontario. Hailey’s work has taken her across Canada from Charlottetown PEI
to Vancouver BC, as well as off-Broadway in NYC. She was acknowledged with a New
York Times ‘Critics Pick’ award for her work as a musical theatre artist, and has been
nominated for numerous Dora Mavor Moore awards. In addition to performance,
Halley Gillis has been composing music for the past ten years, working with acclaimed international
producers. Most recently she has been working on a collaboration for a new Canadian musical with
Crow’s Theatre. Selected theatre credits: SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER:
Assistant Director: Wedding at Aulis. Actor: Rose, Riverboat Coffee House: The Yorkville Scene,
Manhattan, Steinbeck Through Song, The Dybbuk, Marat/Sade, Blood Wedding, The Crucible, The
Thirst of Hearts, The Dead, Alligator Pie, Idiot’s Delight (Soulpepper). OTHER THEATRE: Uncovered the
Music of Dolly Parton (Musical Stage Company), Ghost Quartet (Crow’s Theatre), The Invisible
(Catalyst/Vertigo Theatre); Onegin (The Musical Stage Company/The National Arts Center); Spoon
River (The Signature Theatre); Hedda Gabler (Necessary Angel/Canadian Stage); Romeo and Juliet,
The Merry Wives of Windsor (Bard on the Beach). Recently she partnered with Penguin Random
House to narrate the Audiobook: Tell Me When You Feel Something. She has a Diploma in Acting from
Sheridan Institute of Technology and a B.A. Honours Degree in Theatre and Drama Studies from the
University of Toronto. She is also a graduate of the Soulpepper Academy.




ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGRAPHIES

JASON HAND SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER: The Barber of
Seville (2013). THEATRE & OPERA: Selected opera credits: Canadian Opera
Company, Vancouver Opera, Edmonton Opera, Minnesota Opera, Against the Grain,
Banff Centre, and Tapestry Opera. Theatrical designs: Young People’s Theatre,

‘ Tarragon Theatre, Grand Theatre, Canadian Stage, Stratford, the Shaw,
Charlottetown Festival, and Soulpepper. Immersive experiences: the Disney Animated Immersive
(Toronto and 9 other North American cities), the Original Immersive Van Gogh (Las Vegas, Nashville,
New York, and 13 more cities across North America), Jamie Allan’s Magic Immersive (Chicago).
OTHER: Nine Dora Award nominations, a META for Outstanding Design, Siminovitch Prize protégé
recipient. SOCIAL MEDIA: Instagram @JH_Lighting

ROBERT HARDING Born and raised in Lewisporte, NL. SOULPEPPER 2023: The
Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER: Production Stage Manager 2015 - 2019. Stage Manager
credits include: Queen Goneril, King Lear, Pipeline, Almighty Voice and his Wife,
Rose: A New Musical (2019), Bed and Breakfast, La Béte (2018), Waiting for Godot,
Spoon River, Of Human Bondage (2017), It’s a Wonderful Life, The 39 Steps, The
Angerin Ernest and Ernestine (2016), Marat/Sade, Accidental Death of an Anarchist (2015). OTHER
THEATRE: Things | Know to Be True (Company Theatre/Mirvish), Once on this Island (Musical Stage/
Obsidian), Clybourne Park, Stuff Happens (Studio 180/Mirvish Productions), The Best Brothers,
Communion, A Beautiful View (Tarragon Theatre).

RANDY HUGHSON was born and raised in Kingston, Ontario. SOULPEPPER 2023:
The Seagull. OTHER THEATRE: 13 seasons at The Stratford Festival, Mirvish,
Canadian Stage, Crow’s Theatre, Tarrgon, Factory, Necessary Angel, Theatre Passe
Muraille, 8 seasons at the Blyth Festival, Citadel, Manitoba Theatre Centre, Arts
Club, Neptune, The Globe Theatre, The Belfry Theatre, Persephone Theatre, The
National Arts Centre, Theatre New Brunswick, The Vancouver Playhouse, Theatre Calgary, Alberta
Theatre Projects, etc. With Daniel Brooks he has played Faust in Faust as well as productions of
Body and Soul, Possible Worlds, Half Life, Insomnia etc. OTHER: Recipient of 2 Dora Awards, a
Vancouver Jessie, an Edmonton Sterling, Calgary Betty Mitchell and a Montreal Merritt Award. He
has worked extensively in television, film and animation and received both a Genie and Gemini
Award. Randy is delighted and honoured to work again with his friend and favourite director Daniel.
Much respect and love to you my friend.

=

DIEGO MATAMOROS was born in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. SOULPEPPER 2023: The
Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER: Founding member & Co-Founder of the Soulpepper
Academy. Over 70 productions in 22 seasons, including: Platonov (1999, 2000),
i Uncle Vanya (2001, 2002, 2008), King Lear (2008), Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf

(2009), Endgame (1999, 2012), Angels In America (2013), Waiting for Godot (2017),
Cage (2017). OTHER THEATRE: King Lear (Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, London, England, 2022),
Cage (Signature Theatre, 42nd Street, NYC, 2017). OTHER: Director & teacher: Soulpepper Academy,
National Theatre School of Canada, University of Toronto, among others.




ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGRAPHIES

KELLY MCEVENUE is the preeminent Alexander Technique teacher for classical
repertory theatre. A member of the Stratford Festival coaching team for 39
seasons, as well as teaching with the Birmingham Conservatory. She has been with
Soulpepper Theatre Company since theirinaugural season in 1998, coaching
shows and being on the faculty of the Soulpepper Academy. Throughout her
teaching career, Kelly has trained hundreds of young actors at several college theatre programs and
at the Canadian Film Centre Actor’s Conservatory. Kelly has been a movement consultant for
numerous films and television series. Kelly assists renowned voice teacher Patsy Rodenburg in
several International workshops and is an Associate Faculty for the Patsy Rodenburg Academy in
Portugal and NYC. Kelly McEvenue’s book, The Actor and the Alexander Technique was first
published in 2001.

MICHELLE MONTEITH was born in Paisley, Scotland and raised in Vancouver B.C.
SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER: August: Osage County (2019),
Idomeneus (2018), Picture This (2017), Of Human Bondage (2014-2017), Spoon
River (2017-Toronto/New York), It’s a Wonderful Life (2016), The Heidi Chronicles
(2016), Eurydice (2015), Parfumerie (2015), Angels in America (2013-2014), Odd
Couple (2011), Ghosts (2011), Waiting for the Parade (2010). OTHER THEATRE: Public Enemy
(Canadian Stage), The Father (Coal Mine), Butcher (Theatre Centre, Why Not Theatre, ATP); Waiting
Room, The Valley, Little One, Ubuntu, Generous (Tarragon); The Lesson (Modern Times); Blasted
(Buddies); The Mill (Theatrefront); Hamlet (NAC); Caesar and Cleopatra, Love’s Labour’s Lost
(Stratford); The Russian Play (various); Revisited (2B, co-creator); The Glass Menagerie (various);
The Diary of Anne Frank (Neptune). OTHER: Dora Award, Critics’ Award Toronto, Montreal.

DAN MOUSSEAU SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER: It’s a
Wonderful Life (2016), Innocence Lost (2018). OTHER THEATRE: Prodigal (Howland/
Crow’s), Three Sisters (Howland), A Christmas Carol (Three Ships Collective/
Soupcan Theatre), Perfect Wedding (Thousand Island’s) Film/TV: Frankie Drake
Mysteries, Workin’ Moms (CBC), Tempted By Danger (Lifetime). Dan would like to
thank his family and friends and his beloved dog, Merlin.

THOMAS RYDER PAYNE SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER: Sound
Designer: Queen Goneril, King Lear. Sound Designer & Composer: The Brothers
Size, Little Menace: Pinter Plays, The Royale, Oraltorio: A Theatrical Mixtape,
Orlando, Picture This, The Goat or, Who is Sylvia?, The Angerin Ernest and
Ernestine, Incident at Vichy, Father Comes Home From the Wars (Parts I, I1, 11), La
Ronde, Kim’s Convenience, Ghosts. OTHER THEATRE: Designs for Stratford, Shaw, Mirvish, Canadian
Stage, NAC, Theatre Calgary, GCTC, Tarragon, BIBT, TPM, Factory, Volcano, Aluna, Modern Times
and many others. OTHER: Thomas has received 4 Dora awards and 25 nominations.




ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGRAPHIES

SNEZANA PESIC is a Serbian-Canadian scenographer and educator. SOULPEPPER
2023: The Seagull. OTHER THEATRE: The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui (BMO Lab/
Canadian Stage), A Little Too Cozy (The Banff Centre/ Against the Grain Theatre/
Canadian Opera Company), Clever Little Lies (Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre), One
(Ghost River Theatre), Laurier (Confederation Centre of the Arts/ Theatre New
Brunswick). FILM: Suture (short), Kidnap Capital (KidCap Films). Snezana is a recipient of the Betty
Mitchell Award for outstanding lighting and production. For more info please visit
Www.shezanapesic.com.

PAOLO SANTALUCIA is an award-winning actor, director and writer. He is a graduate
of the Soulpepper Academy, and has been a member of Soulpepper’s ensemble for
the past ten seasons. Paolo has performed in theatres across Canada and the
United States, including Tarragon Theatre, Theatre Passe Muraille, The Grand,
Manitoba Theatre for Young People, Young People’s Theatre, Chicago Broadway
Playhouse and the New York City Pershing Signature Centre, where he appeared in two New York
Times Critic’s Pick productions. SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. Paolo is a co-founder and Artistic
Leader of the award-winning Howland Company. Paolo also teaches classical performance with the
University of Toronto’s Theatre and Drama Studies Program, and is the recipient of two Dora Mavor
Moore Awards in acting, one nomination for direction, and has been shortlisted for the John Hirsch
Award for Directing.

SIMON STEPHENS’ plays include Fortune, Light Falls, Maria, Fatherland, Rage,
Heisenberg, Nuclear War, Song from Far Away; Birdland, Carmen Disruption,
Blindsided, Morning, Three Kingdoms, Wastwater, Punk Rock, The Trial of Ubu,
Marine Parade, Sea Wall, Harper Regan, Pornography, Motortown, On the Shore of
the Wide World, One Minute, Country Music, Christmas, Port, Herons and Bluebird.
He has adapted Jose Saramago’s Blindness for the stage and also Mark Haddon’s The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime. He has written English language versions of Jon Fosse’s | Am the
Wind; Odon Von Horvath’s Kasimir and Karoline (titled The Funfair); Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House;
Anton Chekhov’s The Cherry Orchard and The Seagull and Bertolt Brecht and Kurt Weill’s Threepenny
Opera. He has presented four series of the Royal Court Playwright’s Podcast. His book “A Working
Diary” is published by Methuen. Simon Stephens has been an Associate at the Royal Court, London
and Steep, Chicago and a board member of Paines Plough. He has been an Associate Artist at the
Lyric, Hammersmith, a Professor of Scriptwriting at Manchester Metropolitan University and an
Associate Professor at the Danish National School of the Performing Arts, Copenhagen. His latest
play Cornelia Street (with songs by Mark Eitzel) opens at the Atlantic Theatre, NY in early 2023.




ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGRAPHIES

ROBYN STEVAN was born in Winnipeg. SOULPEPPER 2023: The Seagull. FOR
SOULPEPPER: Founding Member. Top Girls, Don Carlos, The Misanthrope, Platonov.
OTHER THEATRE: The Wolves (Howland Theatre Company/Crow’s Theatre); Three
Sisters (Factory Theatre); As You Like It (Festival of Classics); Saint Joan, Richard 111,
The Cherry Orchard, Hay Fever, A Man for All Seasons (Citadel Theatre). FILM &
TELEVISION: Stepping Out; Bye Bye Blues; The Squamish Five; Lifeline to Victory; Hidden Room; Giant
Steps; 9-B; Journey to the Canadian Rockies (Japanese television series). OTHER: Dora, Genie Award,
Gemini nomination, and Atlantic Film Festival Award. Robyn has also been involved with Soulpepper
through th Youth Outreach and Soulpepper-in-the-Schools programs, and currently teaches at the
Toronto Waldorf School, where she is inspired daily by her students’ creativity and passion.

N AT ALYSSE SZATKOWSKI was born and raised in Whitby, ON. SOULPEPPER 2023: The

| Seagull FOR SOULPEPPER: The Seagull (2020); Copenhagen (2019). OTHER
THEATRE: Two Pianos Four Hands, Shirley Valentine, BOOM X, Perfect Wedding,
Jersey Boys (Thousand Islands Playhouse); Things | Know To Be True (The Company
Theatre/Mirvish); Trojan Girls and the Outhouse of Atreus (Factory Theatre/Outside
the Nlarch) The Rez Sisters (Stratford); Copy That, Orestes, Orphan Song (Tarragon Theatre); The
Mountaintop, Venus in Fur (Theatre Kingston); The Flick (Single Thread Theatre Company). OTHER:
Alysse currently lives in Toronto with her partner Khira and their cat Rick.

GUILLERMO VERDECCHIA was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina. SOULPEPPER 2023:
Co-Director: English. Dramaturg: The Seagull, King Gilgamesh and The Man of the
Wild (with Tria Theatre). FOR SOULPEPPER: Fronteras Americanas; Animal Farm; Of
Human Bondage (dramaturg); Queen Goneril (Dramaturg); The Parliament of the
Birds (playwright; Around the World in 80 plays) OTHER THEATRE: The Jungle
(director: Tarragon Theatre); The Orchard (dramaturg: Shaw Festival); The Art of Building a Bunker
(co-creator: Quiptake/Factory Theatre) Other: A recipient of the Governor-General’s Award for Drama
for his play Fronteras Americanas. His newest play, Feast, will premiere in the fall of 2023. He is the
Jury Chair of the Siminovitch Prize in Theatre. He teaches at the University of Toronto.

Canadian Actors' Soulpepper Theatre is a member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres and engages
TY professional artists who are members of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the terms of the
‘Association jointly negotiated Canadian Theatre Agreement.



SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS

DONORS

Soulpepper is very grateful to all of the individuals, corporations, foundations, and government

agencies who contribute to its continued growth and success.

Donor support allows Soulpepper to offer employment to artists, to cultivate an environment

of creation and exploration, and to enrich the community with great theatre.

The generosity of our many supporters makes everything we do at Soulpepper possible.

TO MAKE A DONATION

VISIT: soulpepper.ca/donate

CALL: 416 203 6264 X 145

EMAIL: development@soulpepper.ca

Corporate &
Foundation Supporters

$300,000+
The Slaight Family Foundation*

$125,000 - $299,999

The Catherine and Maxwell
Meighen Foundation*

The Hilary and Galen Weston
Foundation

Scotia Wealth Management *

$75,000 -$124,999
BMO Financial Group*
ciBC*

RBC Foundation*

Sun Life Financial*
TD Bank Group*

$25,000-574,999

Canada Life*

George Cedric Metcalf
Charitable Foundation

Kingfisher Foundation

Polar Asset Management
Partners*

$10,000 -$24,999

Azrieli Foundation
Kingsdale Advisors

The Joan & Clifford Hatch
Foundation*

The Polar Foundation
Middlefield Resource Funds*

$5,000 - $9,999
Andrée Rhéaume
and Robert Fitzhenry
Family Foundation
Boyden Global Executive Search
Community One Foundation
The Patrick & Barbara Keenan
Foundation*
Pitblado Family Foundation*
Meridian Credit Union
Morgan Meighen & Associates*
The Browning Watt Foundation*
Anako Foundation
1 anonymous supporter
of Soulpepper

Up to $4,999

The Henry White Kinnear
Foundation*

Jackman Foundation*

The Norman & Margaret Jewison
Charitable Foundation*

The Racioppo Family Foundation

Wawanesa Insurance

The Kit Skelly Foundation

Enterprise Holdings Foundation

Individual Supporters

Major Gifts

$100,000+

Susan Brenninkmeyer
The Estate of Ivan Elkan*
Gary & Donna Slaight*
Sylvia Soyka*

$50,000 $99,999
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*

Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf*
Kathleen & Bill Troost*

Artistic Director’s Circle
$25,000-549,999

Deb Barrett & Jim Leech*
Victor & Maureen Dodig*
Kevin & Roger Garland*

Melissa Kennedy

Karrin Powys-Lybbe

& Chris von Boetticher*

Soul Circle
$10,000-524,999

Marilyn & Charles Baillie*
Alex Besharat

Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux*
Jim Fleck*

Nancy Jain

Dana Lafarga*

Sheena Macdonald & Phil
Schmitt*

Sanjay Nakra
James O’Sullivan & Lucie Vallée
Sally Wright

& Gavin MacKenzie*

Heart & Soul

$5,000-59,999

Gideon Arthurs & Erin Shields+

Rob & Teresa Brouwer*

Fran & David Brown*

Casey Chisick & Sophie Milman*

David & Yvonne Fleck*

Beverley Flynn

Sonny Goldstein & Dr. Betty
Rozendaal

Lindy Green & Sam Chaiton



Greg Kiessling & Pamela Isaak*
Maja Neable

Thomas & Irma Payne*

Helen Sinclair

Janet & Bill Young*

Curtain Club
$2,500-54,999

Elspeth Bowler*

Martha & George Butterfield*
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson*
Nicholas Chambers

John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Denise Donlon*

Shira Hart*

Robin Heintzman & Gordon
Currie*

Kent James

Christopher Lee & Paula
Mosbrucker

Donald & Lorraine Loeb*

Sue and Biff Matthews

Jim & Sylvia McGovern
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*
Roxana Tavana

Martha Tory

Alan Walker*

Benefactor

$1,000 -5$2,499

Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen*
Sarah Bay-Cheng

David & Patti Bragg*

Jane & Bob Clapp

Bill Douglas*

L. Drake

Russell & Carol Finch*
Steve & Mariann Geist*
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*
Sari Goldenberg*

Kamala Jean Gopie

Vic & Marion Hepburn
Ellen Hill

Elaine Kierans & Shawn
McReynolds*

Anne Layton

lan & Dorothy Macdonald*
Danny McCarthy*
Jacqueline Moss

Mazi Raz

Ann Savege*

Andrew Scriver

Ivor & Renee Simmons*

Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson*
In Memory of Roger & Kathleen
Savory*
Joseph & Fatima Tavana
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee*
2 anonymous supporters

of Soulpepper

Friend

$250-5999

Kerri Anderson

Wendy Balfour

Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Michelle Beveridge+

Terry Bisset*

Anna Bolton

Shelley Boyes

Theresa Boyle*

Mary Lou Brock*

William Broughton

Graham Brunke*

Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting*
Helena Bzonkova*

Brian Carr

Edina Cavalli

Elizabeth Charal

Karen Cheah

Claudia Colas

Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
Joan D. Cranston*

Leslie Dan*

Mark & Rita Daniel*

Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Steven D. Donohoe*

Debbie Dumaresq

Sheona Duthie & Patrick McHugh
Patricia A. Elliot*

Charmain Emerson

Steven Endicott

The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier*
Barbara Fingerote*

Graham & Silke Flint

David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Jordan Glick & Rona Kosansky
Mark & Catherine Graham
Doreen Gryfe*

Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Clive Houseman

Susan & Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Ann Humphreys

Kishwar Igbal

Alison Janzen

Alicia Jeffery

Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Robert Kee

Don & Francie Kendal*
Claire Kennedy

Raj & Shaila Kothari*
Veronica Lacey

Dale Lawr*

V. Leapman

Victoria Lee & Philip Hebert
Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner

Linda Lewis

Martha Loewen

Oliver & Gillian Long*

Larry Lubin

Gail MacNaughton

Joanna Martin

Kelly McDonald & Greg
Sigurdson*

Donald & Helen McGillivray*
Dr. Janet E. McIntosh*
Micheline McKay & Richard
Comparey*

Susan Moellers*

Mary Jane Mossman & Brian
Bucknall*

Steve Munro*

Paul Murphy*

Patricia O’Brien

Brian O’Leary*

Lawrence Palk

Stephen Phillips*
Catharine Pickett*

Archie Platt

Harold Povilaitis*

Stephen Uzielli & Robin
Siegerman*

Alicia Rose

Catherine Seton

Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn*
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris Reed*
Clare Shields

Maureen Simpson & Almos
Tassonyi

Cecilia Smith



Larry Smith
& Geri Kozorys-Smith*
James Stuart
Carol Strom
Carol Swindell
W. Michael Than*
Jan & Ken Thompson*
Doug & Gail Todgham
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Joan & Robert Weppler
Greg Wilkie
Hannah Wunsch
Mike Wren
Morden Yolles*
Gloria & Gordon Zive*
Elizabeth/Alon Pasternak/
Nashman
2 anonymous supporters
of Soulpepper

Soulpepper extends our special
gratitude to members of our
Soul Mates program, who donate
monthly to support our artistic
and educational programming.

Soulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have
generously arranged bequests to
Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
7 anonymous friends
of Soulpepper

Women Centre Stage

Deb Barrett & Jim Leech
Sarah Bay-Cheng

Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Martha Burns

Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson
Alberta G. Cefis

Maureen & Victor Dodig

Bill Fleury & Sheryl Kennedy
Roger & Kevin Garland
Kiessling/Isaak Family*
Diane & Jim King

Elizabeth Leonard

Kim Marshall

Michele McCarthy
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf
Elizabeth Pen

Sheila Phillips

Karrin Powys-Lybbe

& Chris von Boetticher

Ed Sangmuah

Prati Sharma

Sylvia Soyka
Jack Tomik & Elizabeth Dalzell
Teresa Walsh

Lucinda Widdrington
Anita Wong

Denise Zarn
The Pat & Tony Adams
Freedom Trust

Women Centre Stage
Co-Chairs (2020 - Present):
Dana Lafarga

Sanjay Nakra

Roxana Tavana

If we have erred in the spelling, listing
oromission of your name, please
accept our sincerest apologies and
contact us at 416 203 6264 x.145 or
development@soulpepper.ca

so we may correct our records

for future publications.

Individuals recognized for
donations made between January 1,
2021 - September 27, 2022

*Donors who have given to
Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years

+Soulpepper staff and Artist donors



w ON STAGE
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SCOTT JOPLIN’S
TREEMONISHA

Originally written by Scott Joplin (c. 1911), Treemonisha is a
21st century reimagining of the sole surviving opera by the
“King of Ragtime.”

DIRECTED BY
WEYNI MENGESHA

PRODUCED BY VOLCANO THEATRE, IN ASSOCIATION WITH SOULPEPPER
THEATRE, CANADIAN OPERA COMPANY AND MOVEABLE BEAST

LEARN Soulpepper.ca
TOLive.com
MORE LuminatoFestival.com o O o

PROUD PRESENTING SPONSOR OF

Soulpepper's free
25 & under program

We live in a country with a rich and deep appreciation

for arts and culture, and we're committed to fund programs
that enable Canadians of all means and backgrounds

to enjoy the very best.

& * Sun Life




MUSIC PERFORMANCE THEATRE DANCE COMEDY MUSIC PERFORMANCE THEATRE DANCE COMEDY MUSIC PERFORM

Soulpepper
Q||E€R:
* s

June 23 - 7:30pm
June 24 - 1:30 & 7:30 pm

CABARET

JYLVIHL IINVWIO043d JISNW AGIWOD JINVA FALVIHL IINY

Credit; Dahlia Katz I
JY1VIH1 IINVIWHO0433d JISNW AGIWOD 3

Soulpepper.ca
Lt 0 416.866.8666

DANCE COMEDY MUSIC PERFORMANCE THEATRE DANCE COMEDY

Proud to support
Soulpepper

We’re working together Soulpepper.

It’s just one of the ways we are helping
to open doors for a more inclusive
and sustainable tomorrow.

td.com/tdreadycommitment

TD READY
COMMITMENT

© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.




SOULPEPPER ADMINISTRATION

Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs
Executive Director

Administration

Idil Djafer
Executive Assistant to the
Artistic Director

Ece Aydin
Executive Assistant to the
Executive Director

Luke Reece
Associate Artistic Director

Producing

Jonathan Heppner
Executive Producer

Annie Clarke
Producer

Kimberly Colburn
Producer, New Work Development

Malika Daya
Assistant Producer

Production

Jasmine Knox
Senior Production Manager

Julian Bulof
Interim Technical Director

Nicholas Beardsley
Assistant Technical Director

Rhett Costin
Assistant Technical Director

Julia Carrano
Assistant Production Manager

Gunes Agduk
House Technician

Andy DeVries
Head Carpenter

Lisa Nighswander
Head of Properties

Paul Boddum
Head Scenic Artist

Ellie Koffman
Head of Wardrobe

Kalina Popova
Assistant Head of Wardrobe

Seren Brooke Lannon
Production Administrator

Development

Kayla Vanderlip
Development Manager,
Individual Giving

Liza Hersh
Development Officer,
Corporate & Foundation

Adele Kei
Development Coordinator

Marketing

Peter Crighton
Director of Marketing
& Communications

Riaz Charania
Associate Director of Marketing

Ajay Patel
Content Manager

Education

Rohan Kulkarni
Director of Education
& Community Engagement

Ahlam Hassan
Education Coordinator

Micah Bucholtz
Academy Administrator

Finance

Michelle Beveridge
Director of Finance

Maria Larina
Finance Manager

Shishi Chen

Payroll Coordinator

Nilsa Rivero
Accounting Coordinator

Founding Members

Martha Burns
Susan Coyne

Ted Dykstra
Michael Hanrahan
Stuart Hughes
Diana Leblanc
Diego Matamoros
Nancy Palk
Albert Schultz
Robyn Stevan
William Webster
Joseph Ziegler

Board of Directors

Robin Cardozo (Chair)
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang

Casey Chisick
Maureen Dodig
Denise Donlon
Charmain Emerson
Beverley Flynn
Roger Garland
Anil Mohan

Nancy Jain
Melissa Kennedy
Dana Lafarga
Vanessa Morgan
Jackie Moss
Sanjay Nakra
Maja Neable
James O’Sullivan
Alicia Rose
Roxana Tavana
Martha Tory

Alan Walker

Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper are represented by Local 828 of the International

Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees
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YOUNG CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS ADMINISTRATION

Patron Services

Karen Turner
Senior Manager Of Patron &
Operations Services

Tina Jones
Manager Of Patron Services

Melanie Ferreira
Café Manager

Micah Bucholtz
Operation Services Coordinator

Emily Templeman

Madeleine Redican
Duty Manager

Kara Austria
Elyssia Giancola

Chloe MacPherson
Senior Patron Services
Representative

Adrian Chevalier
Nicholas Eddie
Elyssia Giancola
Shayna Linds
Melissa Avalos

Riley Kelk
Patron Services Representatives

Saumya Arora
Melissa Avalos
Kenzie Delo

Hilary Scott
Floor Captains

Renee Christianson
Colleen Didur

Shaneill Floyd-Wozniak
Jacqueline Goodfellow
Jeffrey Johnston

Riley Kelk

Peter Naccarato

Alice Nguyen

Max Ackerman

Tushar Dalvi

Tavaree Daniel-Simms
Ushers

Karishma Bristy Thank You!

Xyla Ramos
Jessica Wasserman
Sarika Bapat

. Young Centre

Thanks to our wonderful legion
of Young Centre volunteers

Chaitanya Bhatia for their continued support!

Yezhi Kuo

Ryan Lok

Susmika Udash Young Centre Facilities Funding:
Baristas i . I
- Bl S5 comaen” Canada

Fernando Arriola
I.T. Manager

-
Eﬁ)Ontario

Sheila Kearney Miller
Tessitura Administrator

Andrew Ho
|.T. Systems Administrator

Building Operations

Greg Poulin
Manager of Building Operation
& Production

Niamh Cunningham-Closs
Building Supervisor

Technicians

Gunes Agduk

Andres Castillo-Smith
Ethan Robinson

Dalton Villeneuve-Marini

Board of Directors

Rob Brouwer
Luigi Ferrara
Beverley Flynn
Michael Herrera
John D. McKellar
Nancy Prenevost

All front of house staff — floor captains, patron service representatives, baristas and ushers - working for the Young Centre for
the Performing Arts are represented by Local B-173 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.

House and Stage Technicians employed by the Young Centre for the Performing Arts are represented by Local 58 of the
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.
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WHEN THE RIGHT MINDS MEET.

That’s Enriched Thinking?

Connect with us at ScotiaWealthManagement.com

Scotia Wealth Management.

© Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under licence. Scotia Capital Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and the Investment
Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada.




SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS — WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING:

MAJOR SPONSOR &

COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT MUSIC SPONSOR
i THE

Scotia SLAIGHT SLAIGHT

Wealth Management. FAMILY FOUNDATION FAMILY

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

THE . [t . Making the Art
EEOAMD{IITMENT CI BCO BMO 9 ‘\g/(;t Slln Llfe ‘ M?m‘enicceisiglzm
KEVIN & ROGER LOMEN. 0.8
GARLAND CENTRE canada g
FOUNDATION SUPPORT
The Catherine and Maxwell Y ONE METCALF
I'G VeETon roupaToN MEIGHEN FOUNDATION Omymw FOUNDATION
Fondation | The Joan & Clifford Pitblado Family
J_A%OL”JEJI Hatch Foundation Foundation
SOULPEPPER ACADEMY
Emergin . Kingfisher The Norman & Margaret
o |Artists Sylvia Soyka Foundation Jewison Charitable Foundation
SOULPEPPER ON THE STAGE
= S lvia So ka /Z/\ MIDDLEFIELD
POLAR \'J \'J RESOURCE FUNDS
e DIANE BLAKE +
“STAGE STEPHEN SMITH

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

& Oad U
M@ ool STEINWAY PIANO GALLERY

THENATIONS CLASSICAL STATION WE‘J@\ ORI TORONTO

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

FUNDED BY
THECITYOF
TORONTO

'ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL . .
CONSEIL DES ARTS DE LONTARIO % Canada Council Conseil des arts 'Ao'ﬁ’-?-g
B o <> for the Arts du Canada CouNCIL

1+l ; ¥_> .
Canadi > Ontario




ON STAGE
MAY 25

JUNE 18

SIZWE BANZI
IS DEAD

ATHOL FUGARD, JOHN KANI & WINSTON NTSHONA
DIRECTED BY MUMBI TINDYEBWA OTU

”! NOMINEE ¥
MAJOR SPONSOR & COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER BEST PLAY
Scotia TONY AWARD
Wealth Management.
Tickets starting at $25+ 0000

& Soulpepper.ca
W 416.866.8666 oulpeppe



ACTII
*
JUNE
| AUGUST

2023

THE SECRET CHORD:

A LEONARD COHEN EXPERIENCE
CREATED BY FRANK COX-0’CONNELL, MARNI JACKSON AND MIKE ROSS

KING GILGAMESH

& THE MAN OF THE WILD
CREATED BY AHMED MONEKA, JESSE LAVERCOMBE AND SETH BOCKLEY

DETROIT: MUSIC OF THE MOTOR CITY
CREATED BY FRANK COX-0’CONNELL, TRAVIS KNIGHTS AND ANDREW PENNER

Tickets starting at $25+ 0000

e & Soulpepper.ca
Y 416.866.8666 oulpeppe



STAY CONNECTED AND UP-TO-DATE

BOX OFFICE: 416 866 8666
< SOULPEPPER.CA

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPER

FACEBOOK.COM/
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

-~ €

YOUTUBE.COM/
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

ime SOUNDCLOUD.COM/
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

WE ARE GOING DIGITAL!

PLEASE CONSIDER

RETURNING YOUR PLAYBILL TO AN USHER AS
YOU EXIT THE

THEATRE.

ACCESS THE DIGITAL VERSION ONLINE:

The artists and staff of Soulpepper and the Young Centre for the Performing Arts
acknowledge the original caretakers and storytellers of this land —the Mississaugas
of the Credit, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations.
We commit to honouring and celebrating their past, present and future.



