
 

SOULPEPPER PRESENTS THE PUNCTUATE! THEATRE PRODUCTION OF 

FIRST MÉTIS MAN  
OF ODESA 

WRITTEN AND PERFORMED BY  
MATTHEW MacKENZIE AND MARIYA KHOMUTOVA 

DIRECTED BY LIANNA MAKUCH
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ARTISTIC LEADERSHIP NOTE

We’re thrilled to be presenting Punctuate! Theatre’s multi-Dora 
Award-winning production of First Métis Man of Odesa. There’s a 
reason this show was the most popular touring show in the country in 
2023 and why we wanted to bring it back to Toronto – it's a play that 
continues to feel urgent and relevant, speaking to timely issues in ways 
that are both moving and theatrically compelling.  

We have been so lucky to have witnessed the evolution of this play 
from its original workshops during Matt’s residency at Soulpepper, 
and have always been excited by how it is both epic and deeply 
personal. It's a play that shows us the effects of large-scale world events 
on two people who continue to find joy in some of our darkest times. 
It’s also a romantic comedy based on the true story of its creators – a 
Métis playwright and a Ukrainian actor – their real-life romance, 
infused with the courage to navigate and transform their own stories 
into art, is inspiring. Especially knowing that they both stepped out 
of their comfort zones to do it; Maryia is a first time playwright, and 
Matt is making his acting debut. 

This play is such a courageous offering to us – the audience. It is a 
daunting task and at the same time, a deeply momentous undertaking 
to create art out of events like the pandemic, and the continuing war 
in Ukraine – that not only affect them but continue to shape the lives 
of others on a global scale. How these two people found each other, 
reached out to each other, and now reach out to us despite so many 
obstacles that challenge and inhibit them is courageous and uplifting. 

GIDEON ARTHURS
E x e c ut i ve  D i r e c t o r,

S o u l p e p p e r  T h e a t r e  C o mp a ny

WE YNI MENGESHA
A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r,

S o u l p e p p e r  T h e a t r e  C o mp a ny
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

This is a love story. And like any grand, sweeping love story, our lovers 
are faced with grand, sweeping obstacles that challenge their fate. 
They are faced with modern challenges like Facebook messaging over 
great distances throughout a pandemic. And like the many great 
love stories that came before them, Matt and Masha’s story is also set 
against the backdrop of war. 

I have been witness to Matt and Masha’s love story from the 
beginning. It is only fitting that these two theatrical romantics 
would fatefully meet through the theatre. It was at a workshop of my 
play Barvinok in Kyiv that Matt and Masha first met, and a second 

workshop that brought Matt back to Ukraine prior to the pandemic. At the time, I had no idea that 
being a third wheel would grant me a unique perspective as their future director. I also had no idea 
exactly how quickly and significantly our worlds would change in so many ways. 

When Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine began on February 24, 2022, it was impossible to turn 
away. For so many people part of the Ukrainian diaspora, the war was and continues to be omnipresent. 
Mundane, routine tasks are weighted. News about it is inescapable. The cognitive dissonance of 
scrolling through Instagram memes followed by images of horrific Russian war crimes has been a reality 
for the last two years. To be part of the Ukrainian diaspora is to contend with your head and heart 
breaking for your loved ones in Ukraine, and striving to not fully dissociate from your safe, physical 
reality in North America. 

This is also a love story about Ukraine. I want audiences to fall in love with all that Ukraine is, 
undefined by Russia’s atrocities. Just as Matt and Masha’s love blossomed on the cobblestone streets of 
Kyiv, or the ultra-romantic promenades outside the iconic Odesa Opera House, there is so much about 
Ukraine to fall in love with. Like any grand, sweeping love story, this one shows us that not even the 
greatest obstacles, like the most evil forces of war, can taint true love. Matt and Masha’s son, Ivan, is a 
reminder of this unbreakable spirit. Ivan is a beautiful union of two cultures whose love has created a 
symbol of the kind of future we are fighting for. 

Слава Украïні. Все буде Украïна.

Lianna Makuch
D i r e c t o r,  F i r s t  M é t i s  M a n  o f  O d e s a



CAST & CREATIVE TEAM

Cast

Lianna Makuch*
Director

Mariya Khomutova
Writer

Matthew MacKenzie
Writer

Matt McGeachy
Dramaturg

Krista Lin
Choreography

Daniela Masellis**
Production Design

Aaron Macri
Sound Design

Daraba
Composition

Amelia Scott
Projection Design

Cameron Fraser**
Associate Design

Dawn Marie Marchand
Design Consultation  
& Scenic Artwork

Maria Nelson
Beadwork

Krista Leddy
Beadwork

Lore Green*
Stage Manager

Creative Team

Mariya Khomutova
Herself

Matthew MacKenzie
Himself

Matthew MacKenzie
Artistic Director

Sheiny Satanove
Managing Director

Andy Cohen
Producer

Alyson Dicey
Associate Producer

Trent Crosby
Production Manager & Technical 
Director

Emily Randall
Head Scenic Paint

Amy Powell
Paint

Ashley Hiibner
Paint

Theatre Garage
Drape Stitching

art lab
Fabrication

Punctuate! Theatre

Running time:  
90 minutes, no intermission

Paul Boddum
Head Scenic, Soulpepper

Lisa Nighswander
Head of Props, Soulpepper

Gunes Agduk
Lighting Operator

Dalton Villeneuve-Marini
Deck Hand

Soulpepper Production

*The participation of these Artists is arranged by 
permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under 
the provisions of the Dance Opera Theatre Policy (DOT).

**Indicated designers on this production are 
represented by the Associated Designers of 
Canada, Local ADC659.
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ANDY COHEN has worked on stages and in stadiums across the country and 
internationally for two decades. SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa. THEATRE 
(Selected): Charlotte (Theaturtle/National Theatre - Prague), Hunchback (Catalyst/
Vancouver Playhouse), Godspell (Arts Club), Fiddler on the Roof (Persephone), 
Circle Game (Firehall), Elf (Chemainus), Hair (Mayfield), East Van Panto: The Little 

Mermaid (Theatre Replacement/The Cultch). OTHER: Andy has worked on the mass movement, 
stage management, and producing teams of major events including the Opening and Closing 
Ceremonies for the Olympic & Paralympic Games (Vancouver, Rio de Janeiro), AIMAGames 
(Ashgabat), Invictus Games (Sydney),  Commonwealth Games (Gold Coast), as well as Beach 
Volleyball World Championships (Mexico).  He was responsible for the Sitewide Programming at 
Expo 2020 Dubai, and was the lead Show Producer for the COP28 Opening Ceremony in Dubai. As 
performer, director, music director, and arranger, Andy earned a SATAward, a Jessie nomination, and 
a BFA in Acting from UBC.  

TRENT CROSBY is an Edmonton-based artist and arts enabler with a specialty in 
activating non-traditional performance spaces. Trent has spent 13 years as a 
Lighting Designer, Production Manager, Technical Director, and Entertainment 
Programmer. He is a graduate of Grant MacEwan’s Theatre Production program and 
The Banff Centre for the Arts. SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa.

ALYSON DICEY is an Edmonton-based artist and graduate of the BFA Acting class of 
2012 at the University of Alberta. SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa. THEATRE: 
Alyson is a founding member of Girl Brain Sketch Comedy and is proud to write and 
perform with a troupe that celebrates and promotes the strength of women. Alyson 
is an Artistic Producer with the Edmonton immersive theatre company, Thou Art 

Here Theatre, and Volunteer Coordinator for the multidisciplinary arts festival featuring women-
identifying and non-binary artists, SkirtsAFire. OTHER: During the summers, Alyson can be found at 
the Edmonton International Fringe Festival in her role as KidsFringe Director.

CAMERON FRASER is a multidisciplinary artist with an extensive background in 
performing and visual arts, spanning over two decades. SOULPEPPER: First Métis 
Man of Odesa. THEATRE: Cameron has contributed projections, sets, props, or 
assisted designers for such companies as The Shaw Festival/Why Not Theatre, 
Vancouver Opera, The Grand Theatre, Alberta Theatre Projects, Vancouver Asian 

Canadian Theatre, The Confederation Centre for the Arts, Kentucky Opera, Theatre Calgary, Vertigo 
Theatre/The Arts Club, Talk is Free Theatre, and more, as well as for a variety of corporate clients. 
OTHER: He is a Guinness World Record Holder and a proud member of the Associated Designers of 
Canada. 

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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LORE GREEN is thrilled to be working with Punctuate! Theatre on this beautiful 
show! SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa. THEATRE (Selected): A Christmas 
Carol, West Side Story, Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Sense & 
Sensibility, Hadestown, Silver Arrow, Peter Pan Goes Wrong, Clue and Jersey Boys 
(Citadel Theatre); Timothy Findley’s The Wars, Mamma Mia and Titanic: The Musical 

(Grand Theatre); Barvinok, Michael Mysterious and Alina (Pyretic Productions). OTHER: Lore is the 
resident stage manager for Pyretic Productions and holds a BFA in stage management from the 
University of Alberta. Slava Ukraini! 

DARABA is a creative audiovisual group (based in Kyiv, Ukraine). It was founded in 
2020 by composer Andrii Merkhel and designer Yaroslav Zen and also includes 
composer/sound designers Tetiana Khoroshun and Serhii Vilka.SOULPEPPER: First 
Métis Man of Odesa OTHER: Over the years, the team has presented a number of 
projects in collaboration with leading productions, institutions, and theatres in 

Ukraine and other European countries. Their focus is on performance, creative solutions for films, 
computer games, installations, and exhibitions. 

 MARIYA KHOMUTOVA Ukrainian actor and playwright Mariya Khomutova started 
her theatre studies in Odesa at age 12, and continued her professional 
development at I.K. Karpenko-Kary Kyiv National University. Since 2020, Mariya has 
lived in Canada with her family - Canadian playwright Matthew MacKenzie and their 
son Ivan. SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa THEATRE: Mariya co-wrote and 

stars in First Métis Man of Odesa, which she has been honoured to share with audiences across 
Canada. The show won 3 Dora Awards, with Khomutova also receiving a nomination for Outstanding 
Acting. In 2023, the Toronto Star named Mariya one of the ‘Breakthrough Artists of the Year’. OTHER: 
Mariya worked in two repertoire theaters in Kyiv and had an extensive career in Ukrainian film and 
TV. In 2020, Mariya won Best Actor at the Odesa International Film Festival, for her performance in 
the film Two People. Since February 24, 2022, Mariya has concentrated her work around promoting 
contemporary Ukrainian playwrights’ voices to the global theatre community.

KRISTA LEDDY is a proud Métis multidisciplinary artist whose family comes from 
the historical Métis communities of St. Albert and Lac St. Anne. She currently calls 
amiskwaciwâskahikan (Edmonton) home. SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa. 
OTHER: Her beadwork is influenced by the beautiful teachings, stories, and 
patterns of her Métis ancestors and brings the spirit of her grandmothers into all of 

her pieces, whether they are traditional or contemporary in nature. Krista also works to reconnect 
Métis people back to the community through traditional arts including beading, weaving, sewing, 
storytelling, and dance. @beadedchickadee

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES



7

KRISTA LIN is a contemporary artist based in amiskwacîwâskahikan (colonially 
Edmonton). A graduate of The School of Toronto Dance Theatre, Krista has studied 
with renowned instructors in Israel, Taiwan, and across Canada. SOULPEPPER: First 
Métis Man of Odesa. THEATRE: Krista has performed in works by Heidi Strauss, 
Justine Chambers, Good Women Dance, Matthew MacKenzie, Gerry Morita, and 

Susie Burpee. OTHER: Krista teaches dance in public and private institutions, and has taught 
outreach workshops in Ontario, Alberta, and Taiwan. With a diploma in Arts and Cultural 
Management from MacEwan University, Krista is a part-time arts manager and arts advocate. She is 
a mom to Andy, Lily, and dog-child Louie.

MATTHEW MacKENZIE is a citizen of the Métis Nation of Alberta and proud father of 
Ivan (Eevan, Vanya, Vanichka). SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa, and Baillie 
Artist-In-Residence in 2021. THEATRE: Artistic Director of Punctuate! Theatre, Matt 
is a two-time Dora winning playwright, a founding member of the Pemmican 
Collective, as well as Canadian Liaison of the Liberian Dance Troupe.  Matt’s plays 

include Bears, After the Fire and The Particulars.  

AARON MACRI is an award-winning composer and sound designer based out of 
Edmonton, Alberta. SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa. OTHER: Over his more 
than twenty year career he has created music and sound design for theatre, 
television, dance, & film. His works have been broadcast nationally, and Off 
Broadway.

LIANNA MAKUCH is a Ukrainian Canadian director, playwright, performer, co-
Artistic Director of Pyretic Productions, and a producer with Punctuate! Theatre. 
SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa. THEATRE: Lianna has travelled several 
times to Ukraine to research and develop her plays Barvinok and Alina, which have 
garnered her recognition such as the Shevchenko Foundation’s REACH Award, an 

Edmonton Artist Trust Fund Award, Sterling Award nominations, shortlisted for the Alberta 
Playwriting Award, and as a finalist for the Gina Wilkinson Prize. Her work has been developed by 
Punctuate! Theatre, Pemmican Collective, Citadel Theatre’s Collider Festival, Banff Centre for the 
Arts, and internationally by Wild Theatre and Izolyatsia Cultural Platform in Kyiv, Ukraine. Lianna’s 
directorial debut, First Métis Man of Odesa, received a Dora Award for Outstanding Direction and 
has been seen on stages nationwide. Upcoming Directing: A Christmas Carol (Citadel Theatre). 
OTHER: Lianna is an avid activist in support of Ukraine, and has been recognized as one of 50 
Canadian Fellows of Ukraine by the UDonation International NGO, Edify Edmonton’s Top 40 Under 
40, and her theatre work has been referenced in the House of Commons. Much love to Patrick. 
Слава Україні.  

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES

DAWN MARIE MARCHAND is a member of Cold Lake First Nation in Treaty Six 
territory. cîpêhcakwawêw-iskwêw (Blue Horse Spirit Woman) is a Cree and Métis 
artist, educator, advocate, author, writer, speaker, and mother. SOULPEPPER: First 
Métis Man of Odesa. THEATRE: Designer-in-Residence for Punctuate! Theatre. OTHER: 
She received an Aboriginal Role Model Award for Art in 2017, during her term as the 

Inaugural Indigenous Artist In Residence for the City of Edmonton.  Facilitation of the Indigenous Artist 
Market Collective engagement and launch in 2018. An installation called The Longest Journey as part 
of the Nuit Blanche Festival in 2018. Since then she has created public art in the Stanley Milner Public 
Library and had artwork projected at Expo 2020 Dubai. Her Treaty 6 oral history recognition artwork 10 
Sticks was projected with the Juno 2023 Land Acknowledgement in Edmonton

DANIELA MASELLIS is a designer, artist and educator based in amiskwaîwâskahikan, 
Treaty 6 (Edmonton). SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa, Kamloopa (2022). 
THEATRE: The National Arts Centre, The Stratford Festival, The Citadel, The Cultch, 
Workshop West, The Arts Club, The Belfry, Punctuate! Theatre, Akpik Theatre, 
Western Canada Theatre, Alberta Theatre Projects (etc.). OTHER: Assistant Professor, 

Theatre Production. MacEwan University. @dmaselli_ (Instagram)

MATT McGEACHY An alumnus of the Toronto Arts Council/Banff Centre Leaders Lab, 
and president of LMDA Canada, Matt McGeachy is a Toronto-based dramaturg. 
SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa. THEATRE: He spent 10 seasons with 
Factory Theatre leading the revitalization of that company’s new work development 
program, and has also worked with the Guthrie Theatre, the Kennedy Center, 

Theatre Passe Muraille, Canadian Stage Company, and Ronnie Burkett Theatre of Marionettes, 
among others. OTHER: Matt currently works as head of government relations at the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra.  
  

MARIA NELSON is a Métis-Ukrainian woman from Redwater, Alberta. Beading is a 
way of building and maintaining the connection between her heritage, her past, 
and her identity moving forward. SOULPEPPER: First Métis Man of Odesa. OTHER: 
Maria began working on reconnecting with her community and heritage around the 
same time she began beading. Her family connections are primarily from 

Saskatchewan and Red River, and it was during her great-grandmother’s generation that they 
entered Alberta. Maria is a Lavallee, Piche, Arcand, Poitras, Anderson, and many more. It has been 
an educating and rewarding experience to be able to rebuild connections to her past and heritage 
while also being able to build new connections in her present.  



9

Soulpepper's free 
25 & under program
We live in a country with a rich and deep appreciation 
for arts and culture, and we’re committed to fund programs 
that enable Canadians of all means and backgrounds 
to enjoy the very best.

PROUD PRESENTING SPONSOR OF

SHEINY SATANOVE is a Vancouver-born theatre and film producer who has lived in 
Treaty 6 amiskwaciwâskahikan for over 10 years. She is a proud founding member of 
Punctuate! Theatre, and currently serves as Managing Director. SOULPEPPER: First 
Métis Man of Odesa. OTHER: Sheiny has produced over twenty plays, including 
several world premiere productions. She is also a freelance producer and coordinator 

in the film industry, and has worked on several feature films and television shows across the country. 
Sheiny is thrilled to be touring with the Punctuate! team this year, and to be sharing such an important 
story. Much love to J & E.  

AMELIA SCOTT is a Montreal based projection designer and instructor of Video 
Technology and Design at the National Theatre School of Canada. SOULPEPPER: 
First Métis Man of Odesa. THEATRE: The Master Plan, Stars: Together (Crow’s 
Theatre), Towards Youth (Project Humanity/Crow’s Theatre), Projet Polytechnique 
(Théâtre du Nouveau Monde/Porte Parole), The Assembly (Porte Parole), Alina 

(Pyretic Productions), Bonne Bonnes (Nervous Hunter/Théâtre aux Écuries), Si Jamais Vous Nous 
Écoutez (La Messe Basse/Théâtre Denise-Pelletier), Cockroach, To the Light (Alberta Theatre 
Projects), The Mountaintop (Citadel Theatre). TV & FILM: J’ai frôlé la mort (Chez Attraction), Pas 
d’chicane dans ma cabane (Forum Films/Téléfilm Canada/Axia Films ), Le 11 septembre et moi 
(Picbois Productions/Télé Québec), L’Assemblée (Porte Parole/Déferlantes/Télé Quebec). OTHER: 
Director: Romeo and Juliet (Vancouver Symphony Orchestra), Projection Design Associate: Pelléas 
et Mélisande (Santa Fe Opera), An Anatomy of Melancholy (The Barbican Centre), Electric Fields (LA 
Philharmonic), Macbeth (New Zealand Opera).
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Corporate &  
Foundation Supporters 
$300,000+
The Slaight Family Foundation*

$125,000 - $299,999
The Catherine and  Maxwell  
   Meighen Foundation  
The Hilary and Galen Weston 
   Foundation 
RBC Foundation*

$75,000 -$124,999
BMO Financial Group*
CIBC *
George Cedric Metcalf Charitable    	
   Foundation 
Scotia Wealth Management *
Sun Life Financial*
TD Bank Group*

$25,000 -$74,999
Canada Life* 
The Keg Spirit Foundation
Kingfisher Foundation 
Polar Asset Management 		
   Partners*
Power Corporation of Canada
Toronto Raptors

$10,000 -$24,999
Azrieli Foundation
The Joan & Clifford Hatch 
Foundation*
Middlefield Resource Funds*
1 anonymous supporter of 		
   Soulpepper

$5,000 - $9,999
Anako Foundation
Boyden Global Executive Search 
Bulmash-Siegel Foundation
The Browning Watt Foundation*
Distillery Restaurant Corporation
Pitblado Family Foundation*
Morgan Meighen & Associates*
National Bank of Canada
Tricon Residential
The William and Nona  
   Heaslip Foundation

Up to $4,999 
Balfour Bowen Family     		
   Foundation*
The Henry White Kinnear   		
   Foundation*
Geist Family Foundation*
Jackman Foundation*
The Norman & Margaret Jewison      	
   Foundation*
The Racioppo Family Foundation
The Nick & Lynn Ross  
   Charitable Foundation*
The Kit Skelly Foundation

Individual Supporters 

Major Gifts  
$100,000+
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*
The Estate of Susan 
Brenninkmeyer
Gary & Donna Slaight*
Sylvia Soyka*

$50,000 $99,999
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf*
Kathleen & Bill Troost*

Artistic Directorʼs Circle  
$25,000 – $49,999
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech*
Victor & Maureen Dodig*
Kevin & Roger Garland*
Melissa Kennedy
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
  & Chris von Boetticher*

Soul Circle 
$10,000 – $24,999 
Marilyn & Charles Baillie*
Salah Bachir & Jacob Yerex
Rob & Teresa Brouwer*
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson*
Robert & Julia Foster
The Estate of Eva Marie Green
Sonny Goldstein  
   & Dr. Betty Rozendaal
Dana Lafarga*
Bill Morneau and Nancy McCain*
Sanjay Nakra
James and Sandra Pitblado*
James O’Sullivan & Lucie Vallée
Yasmin Warsame

Heart & Soul 
$5,000 – $9,999
Gideon Arthurs & Erin Shields+
David Brown*
Melissa Clarke
Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux*
Beverley Flynn
Dave Friesema & Sanyo Lue-Kim

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS

DONORS
 
Soulpepper is very grateful to all of the individuals, corporations, foundations, and government  
agencies who contribute to its continued growth and success.  
 
Donor support allows Soulpepper to offer employment to artists, to cultivate an environment  
of creation and exploration, and to enrich the community with great theatre. 
 
The generosity of our many supporters makes everything we do at Soulpepper possible. 
 
TO MAKE A DONATION  
VISIT: soulpepper.ca/donate  CALL: 416 203 6264 x 145  EMAIL: development@soulpepper.ca
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Kiessling/Isaak Family*
Nancy Jain
Sheena Macdonald & Phil 
Schmitt*
John & Kay McKellar*
Jacqueline Moss 
Maja Neable
Aaron Sanderson & Kevin 
Keystone
Helen Sinclair*
Alan Walker*
Sally Wright*
Janet & Bill Young* 
Alan Walker*

Curtain Club  
$2,500 – $4,999
Harry Arthurs 
Elspeth Bowler*
Martha & George Butterfield*
John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Denise Donlon*
Shira Hart*
Robin Heintzman  
   & Gordon Currie*
Kent James
Christopher Lee  
   & Paula Mosbrucker 
Daniel McCarthy* 
Anil Mohan
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*
Martha Tory

Benefactor 
$1,000  – $2,499 
Alexandra Baillie
Richard J Balfour*
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Michelle Beveridge+
David & Patti Bragg*
Jane & Bob Clapp
Bill Douglas*
L. Drake
Charmain Emerson
Russell & Carol Finch*
Andrew Gillespie
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*
Jamie Goad
Sari Goldenberg*
Kamala Jean Gopie
Mark & Catherine Graham
Mary Hallward

The Estate Of Brenda Mary Hamer
The Pat and Tony Adams Freedom 
Fund For The Arts
Vic & Marion Hepburn
Ellen Hill
Dominique Hussey
Elaine Kierans & Shawn 
McReynolds*
Diane King*
Jean Kitchen*
Krystal Kwan
Anne Layton & Jamie Isbister*
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*
In Memory of Elizabeth Maynes
Kit and Barbara Moore*
Alice Morgan
Ed & Cindy Nowina*
David & Barbara Payne
Mazi Raz
Bruce Rhodes
Ann Savege*
Andrew Scriver
Ivor & Renee Simmons*
Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson*
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee*
Sunanda Vaidheesh
Ronald McDonald House  
   Charities Canada 
2 anonymous supporters  
   of Soulpepper

Friend 
$250 - $999 
Jacqueline Allard
Nancy & Albert Alexanian
Kerri Anderson
Wendy Balfour
Carol Barber*
Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Guy Beaudin
Janet Beck*
Terry Bisset*
Anna Bolton
Shelley Boyes
Theresa Boyle*
Mary Lou Brock*
William Broughton
Graham Brunke*
Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting*
Helena Bzonkova*
Brian Carr*
Edina Cavalli

Elizabeth Charal
Karen Cheah*
Gayle Corcoran
Claudia Colas
Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
Joan D. Cranston*
Bill Crothers*
Leslie Dan*
Carol Dalgado
Mark & Rita Daniel*
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Steven D. Donohoe*
Debbie Dumaresq
Sheona Duthie & Patrick McHugh
Patricia A. Elliot*
Steven Endicott
Chris Elson
The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier*
Barbara Fingerote*
Graham & Silke Flint
David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Penelope Fridman
Jordan Glick & Rona Kosansky
March Gregoroff
Zeljko Grujic
Doreen Gryfe*
Rob Harper
Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Joe Hoja
Clive Houseman
Susan & Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Ann Humphreys
Kishwar Iqbal
Alison Janzen
Alicia Jeffery
Judith John
Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Robert Kee
Don & Francie Kendal*
Claire Kennedy
Mohamed Khaki
Raj & Shaila Kothari*
Maria Larina+
Dale Lawr*
V. Leapman
Victoria Lee
Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner
Elizabeth Leonard
Linda Lewis

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS
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Martha Loewen
Oliver & Gillian Long*
Larry Lubin*
Gail MacNaughton
Michèle Maheux
Joanna Martin
Kelly McDonald & Greg         		
   Sigurdson*
Donald & Helen McGillivray*
Linda McGuire
Dr. Janet E. McIntosh*
Micheline McKay  
   & Richard Comparey*
Mark McLean
Susan Moellers*
Margaret and Gary Mousseau
Dorothy Morari & James Mryglad*
Mary Jane Mossman & Brian
Bucknall*
Steve Munro*
Paul Murphy*
Patricia O’Brien
Brian O’Leary*
Ghazala Parvez  
   & Frank Fuernkranz*
Ken Pearl
Stephen Phillips*
Catharine Pickett*
Diane Pitblado
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis*
Stephen Uzielli  
   & Robin Siegerman*
Alicia Rose
Catherine Seton
Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn*
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris Reed*
Heather Shapero
Maureen Simpson  
   & Almos Tassonyi
Phillip Silver
Cecilia Smith
Larry Smith  
   & Geri Kozorys-Smith*
James Stuart
Jill Strimas
Carol Strom
Carol Swindell
Karen Turner+
W. Michael Than*
Jan & Ken Thompson*
Doug & Gail Todgham*

Helene & Elliott Wahle
Teresa Walsh
Joan & Robert Weppler
Greg Wilkie
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Irene & Hastings Withers
Joan Woodward
Marc Zwelling
2 anonymous supporters  
  of Soulpepper

Soulpepper extends our special 
gratitude to members of our  
Soul Mates program, who donate 
monthly to support our artistic  
and educational programming. 

Soulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have 
generously arranged bequests to 
Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
7 anonymous friends  
  of Soulpepper 

Women Centre Stage
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Roger & Kevin Garland
Kiessling/Isaak Family
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra
Jaqui Parchment
Sheila Phillips
Karrin Powys-Lybbe & Chris von 
Boetticher
Ed Sangmuah
Vinetta Strombergs
Lucinda Widdrington
Denise Zarn
The Pat & Tony Adams  
   Freedom Trust

Women Centre Stage  
Co-Chairs (2020 - Present):
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra

If  we have erred in the spelling, listing 
or omission of your name, please 
accept our sincerest apologies and 
contact us at 416 203 6264 x.145 or 
development@soulpepper.ca  
so we may correct our records  
for future publications.

Individuals recognized for  
donations made between  
April 1, 2023-April 1 2024 

 * Donors who have given to  
Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years
 + Soulpepper staff and Artist donors

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS



1 3

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS — WE GR ATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING:

MUSIC SPONSOR

SOULPEPPER ACADEMY

SOULPEPPER ON THE STAGE

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

The Joan & Clifford  
Hatch Foundation

Pitblado Family
Foundation

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT

The Norman & Margaret 
Jewison Charitable Foundation
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ART OPENS MINDS.
Proud to support the storytellers who open our minds, 
inspiring us all to think bigger, together. That’s Enriched Thinking.®
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PUNCTUATE! THEATRE COMPANY

Punctuate! Theatre is a Toronto Dora and Edmonton Sterling Award winning theatre company 
based in Edmonton. Led by Artistic Director Matthew MacKenzie, our company endeavors 
to create accessible, relevant and subversive theatre that entertains and provokes thought 
amongst diverse audiences. Other world premieres include BEARS, After The Fire, The 
Particulars, Bone Wars, and Minosis Gathers Hope. 

www.punctuatetheatre.com

Playwright Thank Yous

Olga Chorna 
Beth and Ian MacKenzie 
Mila Kozlov 
Simon Bracken 
Guillermo Verdecchia 
Nastia Ziurkalova 
Keith Barker 
Nicolas Billon 
Rosa Labordé 
Kaitlyn Riordan 
Charlotte Corbeil Coleman 
Michael Shamata 
Jo Ann Saddleback 
Jerry Saddleback 
Christine Sokaymoh Frederick 
Sheldon Elter 
Daryl Cloran 
Sarah Pocklington 
Luke Reece 
Weyni Mengesha 

Punctuate! Thank Yous

Aaron Harrity 
desirée leverenz 
Erin Voaklander 
Edmonton Fringe Theatre Adventures 
Gabriel and Olenka Baron 
Julien Arnold 
Kiidra Duhault 
Megan Dart 
Mile Zero Dance Society 
Nestor Makuch 
Patrick Lundeen

Punctuate! Theatre Board of Directors 
Pyretic Productions 
Sonia Maryn 
Tessa Stamp 
The Tesserae Creative Construction + Design Inc 
Tim Mikula 
Tynan Boyd

Thank you to our National Presenting Partners

Western Canada Theatre (Kamloops, BC) 
The Theatre Centre (Toronto, ON) 
Citadel Theatre (Edmonton, AB) 
The Cultch (Vancouver, BC) 
Persephone Theatre (Saskatoon, SK) 
Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre (Winnipeg, MB) 
Talk Is Free Theatre (Barrie, ON) 
Soulpepper Theatre (Toronto, ON) 
National Arts Centre (Ottawa, ON)

A Very Special Thank You to Our Funders



Proud to support 
Soulpepper

We’re working together Soulpepper. 

It’s just one of the ways we are helping 
to open doors for a more inclusive 
and sustainable tomorrow. 

td.com/tdreadycommitment

© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.

Untitled-1   1 2022-03-18   2:50:24 PM

custom residential & commercial designs
dangarchitects.com | 647.928.7338 
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SOULPEPPER ADMINISTR ATION

Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper are represented by Local 828 of the International  
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs 
Executive Director

Administration 

Ece Aydin 
Executive Assistant  
to the Executive Director

Luke Reece  
Associate Artistic Director

Joanna Falck  
Literary Associate

Frank Cox-O’Connell 
Slaight Family DIrector of Music

Producing

Jonathan Heppner  
Executive Producer

Annie Clarke  
Producer

Robyn Hoja 
Producer

Julia Carrano 
Associate Producer

Production

Jasmine Knox   
Senior Production Manager

Patricia Vinluan  
Production Manager

Leslie Hernandez 
Technical Director

Nicholas Beardsley 
Assistant Technical Director

Rhett Costin  
Assistant Technical Director

Andy DeVries  
Head Carpenter

Lisa Nighswander  
Head of Properties 

Paul Boddum  
Head Scenic Artist 

Ellie Koffman  
Head of Wardrobe

Alex Edwards  
Production Assistant 

Development

Adele Kei  
Development Manager,  
Individual Giving

Nadia Kwiatkowski 
Development & Artistic Coordinator

Marketing

Riaz Charania  
Director of Marketing  
and Communications 
 
Kara Austria  
Marketing Coordinator

Education & Community

Rohan Kulkarni  
Director of Education  
& Community Engagement

Ahlam Hassan  
Education Coordinator

Jacqui Arntfield  
Community Activator

Finance & HR

Michelle Beveridge  
Director of Finance

Shishi Chen  
Payroll Coordinator

Nilsa Rivero  
Accounting Coordinator

Meg Webster 
People & Culture Manager

Founding Members

Martha Burns 
Susan Coyne 
Ted Dykstra 
Michael Hanrahan 
Stuart Hughes 
Diana Leblanc 
Diego Matamoros 
Nancy Palk 
Albert Schultz 
Robyn Stevan 
William Webster 
Joseph Ziegler

Board of Directors

Robin Cardozo (Chair)
Nicholas Chambers (Vice Chair)
John Chang
Casey Chisick
Maureen Dodig
Charmain Emerson
Beverley Flynn
Julia Foster
Roger Garland
Melissa Kennedy
Dana Lafarga (Vice Chair) 
Anil Mohan
Jackie Moss
Sanjay Nakra
Maja Neable
Aaron Sanderson
James O’Sullivan
Alicia Rose
Martha Tory
Alan Walker 
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YOUNG CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS ADMINISTR ATION

All front of house staff – f loor captains, patron service representatives, baristas and ushers -  working for the Young Centre for 
the Performing Arts are represented by Local B-173 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
 
House and Stage Technicians employed by the Young Centre for the Performing Arts are represented by Local 58 of the  
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.

Patron Services

Karen Turner 
Senior Manager Of Patron & 
Operations Services

Tina Jones 
Manager Of Patron Services 
 
Melanie Ferreira 
Café Manager

Micah Bucholtz 
Operation Services Coordinator

Kenzie Delo  
Emily Templeman 
Duty Managers 
 
Adrian Chevalier  
Shayna Linds
Chloe MacPherson 
Senior Patron Services 
Representatives

Max Ackerman 
Saumya Arora 
Adrian Chevalier 
Tushar Dalvi 
Nicholas Eddie 
Shayna Linds 
Riley Kelk 
Aylin Salahshoor 
Pasanun Songsaeng 
Patron Services Representatives

Max Ackerman  
Saumya Arora 
Peter Naccarato 
Aylin Salahshoor
Floor Captains

Max Ackerman
Ryan Bagley
Tushar Dalvi
Tavaree Daniel-Simms
Colleen Didur
Shaneill Floyd-Wlazlak
Jeffrey Johnston 

Riley Kelk 
Henry Oswald Peirson
Sarah Schmidt-McQuillan
Pasanun Songsaeng
Ushers

Jessica Wasserman 
Senior Café Associate  
 
Chaitanya Bhatia  
Kirk Escriba 
Enoch Franz 
Gautami Gangawane  
Shreya Khana 
Dev Mallick  
Yohannes Taye 
Yezhi Kuo 
Baristas

I.T.

Fernando Arriola 
I.T. Manager 

Sheila Kearney Miller 
Tessitura Administrator 

Andrew Ho 
I.T. Systems Administrator

Building Operations

Greg Poulin 
Manager of Building Operation  
& Production 
 
Cole Vincent 
Building Operator

Niamh Cunningham-Closs 
Building Supervisor

Technicians

Gunes Agduk  
Andres Castillo-Smith 
Ethan Robinson 
Dalton Villeneuve-Marini 

Board of Directors 
 
Rob Brouwer (Chair) 
John Chang 
Annie Clarke 
Luigi Ferrara 
Beverley Flynn 
Michael Herrera 
Nancy Prenevost

Thank You!

Thanks to our wonderful legion  
of Young Centre volunteers  
for their continued support!

Young Centre Facilities Funding: 
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Accomplished. 
Genuine. Driven.
Proud to sponsor Soulpepper Theatre and 
their production – First Métis Man of Odesa.

Break a leg!



STAY CONNECTED AND UP-TO-DATE

SOUNDCLOUD.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

SOULPEPPER.CA→

@SOULPEPPER

WE ARE GOING DIGITAL! 
ACCESS THE DIGITAL VERSION ONLINE  

PLE ASE CONSIDER  
RETURNING YOUR PLAYBILL  
TO AN USHER AS YOU E XIT  
THE THE ATRE. 

The artists and staff of Soulpepper and the Young Centre for the Performing Arts 
acknowledge the original caretakers and storytellers of this land —the Mississaugas 
of the Credit, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations. 
We commit to honouring and celebrating their past, present and future.

YOUTUBE.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

SOULPEPPER

BOX OFFICE: 416 866 8666  I  BOXOFFICE@YOUNGCENTRE.CA 

Playbill Graphic Designer: lightupthesky.ca


